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15 preached to them, when they know there are feveral 
Men of five hundred a Year who do not believe it. L

N® 113. Tuefday, J u ly  10.

■ Htcrent inftxi peSlore ^ultus. V irg.

IN  my firll Defcription of the Company in which I 
pafs moft o f my Time, if  may be remembred that I  
mentioned a great Affiidlion which my Friend Sir 

R o g e r  had met with in his Youth ; which was no lefs 
than a Difappointment in Love. It  happened this Even­
ing, that we fell into a very pleafing W alk at a Dillance 
from hisHoufe; As foon as we came into it. ‘ It is, quoth 
‘ the good old Man, looking round him with a Smile, very 
‘ hard, that any Part o f my Land fhould be fettled upon 
‘ one who has ufed me fo ill as the perverfe Widow did ;
‘ and yet I am fure I could not fee a Sprig o f any Bough 
‘ o f this whole W alk o f Trees, but I Ihould refledl upon 
‘ her and her Severity. She has certainly the fineft Hand 
‘ of any Woman in the World. You are to know this was 
‘ the Place wherein I ufed tomufeuponherj and by that 
‘ Cuftom I can never come into it, but the fame tender 
‘ Sentiments revive in my Mind, as if  I had adlually walk- 
‘ ed with that beautiful Creature under thefe Shades. I 
‘ have been Fool enough to carve her Name on the Bark 
‘ o f feveral o f thefe Trees j fo unhappy is the Condition 
‘ of Men in Love, to attempt the removing o f their Pafli- 
‘  on by the Methods which fen^e only to imprint it deeper.

She has certainly the finell Hand of any Woman in 
‘ the World.

H E R E  followed a profound Silence ; and I was not 
difpleafed to obferve my Friend falling fo naturally into a 
Difeourfe, which I had ever before taken notice he 
induftrioufly avoided. After a very long Paufe, he enter­
ed upon an Account o f  this great Circumftance in his Life, 
witii an Air which I thought raifed my Idea o f him above 
what I had ever had before; and gave me the Pifture o f 
that cliearful Mind of his, before it received that Stroke

which
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which has ever fmce aiFefted his Words andAdUons. But 
he went on as follows.

‘ I  came to my Ellatc in the Twenty fecond Year, and
* refolved to follow the Steps o f the moll worthy o f my 
‘  Ancellors who have inhabited this Spot of Earth before
* me, in all the Methods o f Hofpitality and good Neigh- 
‘  bourhood, for th'eSakeofmy Fame j and in Country 
‘ Sports and Recreations, for the Sake o f my Health. In 
‘  my Twenty third Year I was obliged to ferve as Sheriff 
‘  of the County; and in my Servants, Officers,-and whole 
‘ Equipage, indulged the Pleafure o f a young Man (who 
‘  did not think ill of his own Perfon) in taking that pub- 
‘ lick Occafion of fhewing my Figure and Behaviour to 
‘  Advantage. You may eaiily imagine to your felf what 
‘  Appeaiance I made, who am pretty tall, rid well, and 
‘  was very well dreffed, at the Head o f a whole County, 
‘  with Mufick before me, a Feather in my Hat, and my 
‘  Horfe well bitted. I can aflurc you I was not a little 
‘  pleafed with the kind Looksand Glances I had from all 
'  the Balconies and Windows as I rode to the Hall where 
‘ the Affizes were held. But when I came there, a beau- 
‘ tiful Creature in a Widow’s Habit fat in Court, to hear 
‘  the Event of a Caufe concerning her Dower. This Com- 
‘  manding Creature (who was born for Dcllrudlion of all 
‘  who behold her) put on fuch aRefignation in her Coun- 
‘ tenance, and bore the Whifpers o f all around the Court,
‘  with fuch a pretty Uneafmefs, I warrant you, and then 
'  recovered her felffrom one Eye to another, ’ till Ihe was 
'  perfefUy confufed by meeting fomething fo willful in
‘  all Ihe encountered, that at lalt, with a Murrain to her,
‘ fhe calls her bewitching Eye upon me. I  no fooner met 
‘  it, but I bowed likea great furprifed Booby; and know- 
‘ ing her Caufe to be the firll which came on, I cried,
‘  like a captivated C alf as I was. Make way for the De- 
‘  fendant’s Witnefles. This fudden Partiality made all the 
‘ County immediately fee the Sheriff alfo was become a 
‘ Slave to the fine Widow. During the Time her Caufe 
‘ was upon Trial, flie behaved her felf, I  warrant you,
‘  with fuch a deep Attention to her Bufmefs, took Oppor- 
‘  tunitiestohave little Billets handed to her Counfel, then 
‘  would be in fuch a pretty Confufion, occafioned, you 
‘  mull know, by afting before fo much Company, that

‘ not
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not only I  but the whole Court was prejudiced in her 
Favour ; and all that the next Heir to her Husband had 
to urge, was. thought fo groundlefs and frivolous, that 
when it came to her Counfcl to reply, there was not 
half fo much laid as every one befides in the Court 
thought he could have urged to her Advantage You 
muft underftajid. Sir, this perverfe Woman is one o f 
thofe unaccountable Creatures, that fecretly rejoice in 
the Admiration of Men, but indulge themfelves in nofar- 
ther Confequences. Hence it is that Ihe has ever had a 
Train o f Admirers, and Ihe removes from her Slaves in 

] Town to thofe in the Country, according to the Seafons 
‘ o f the Year. She is a reading Lady, and far gone in the
■ Pleafures o f Friendlhip; She is always accompanied by 
‘ a Confident, who is Witnefs to her daily Proteftations
■ againft our Sex, andconfequentlya Bar to her hrft Steps 
‘ towards Love, upon the Strength o f her own Maxims
‘ and Declarations.

• I  %  fh's accomplilhed
■ MiUrefsofmine has diftmgui/hed me above the reft and
• hasbeenknown to declare Sir R o g er  d e  C over ’l e y
‘ was the tameft and moft human of all tlie Brutes in the 
‘ Countiy. I was told Ihe faid fo, by one who thought 
‘ he rallied m e; but upon the Strength of this flender En- 
‘ couragement o f being thought leaft deteftable, I  made 
‘ new Liveries, new-p.aired my Coach-Horfes, fentthem 

all to Town to be bitted, and taught to throw their 
‘ Legs well, and move all together, before I pretended to 

crofs the Country, and wait upon her. As foon as I  
thought my Retinue fuitable to the Charadler o f inv 

! and Youth, I  fet out from hence to make m y
Addreftes. The particular Skill o f this Lady has ever 

‘ ^en to inflame your Wifties, andyet command Refpedt 
T o  makeherMiftrefsofthis Art, Ihe has a greater Share 

‘ ofKnowledge W it, and good Senfe, than is ufual even 
among Men of Merit. Tlien (he is beautiful beyond the 
Race of Women. I f  you won’t let her go on with a 

‘ certain Artifice with her Eyes, and the Skill o f Beautv 
file will arm her fclf with her real Charms, and ftrike 
you with Admiration inftead ofDefire. It is certain that 

! ft you were to behold the whole Woman, tliere is that 
: Dignity m her Afped, tliat Compofure in her Motion,

‘ that
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that Complacency in her Manner, tliat if" her Form 
makes you hope, her Merit makes you fear. But then 
again, Ihe is fuch adefpcrate Scholar, tliat no Country- 
Gentleman can approach her without being a Jell. As I 
was going to tell you, when I came to her Houfe I was 
admitted to her Prefence with great Civility ; at the 
fame time Ihe placed her fclf to be firll fetn by me in 
fuch an Attitude, as I think you call the Pofture o f a 
Pifture, that (he difcovered new Charms, and I at lall 
came towards her with fuch an Awe as made me fpeech- 

' lefs. This (he no fooner obferved but (he made her Ad-' 
vantage of it, and began a Difcourfe to me concerning 
Love and Honour, as they both-are followed by Pre­
tenders, and the real Votaries to them. When (he dif- 
culTed thefe Points in a Difcourfe, which 1 verily be­
lieve was as learned as the belt Philofopher in Europe 
could polhbly make, (he asked me whether (he was ("o 

' happy as to fall in with my Sentiments on thefe impor­
tant Particulars. Her Confident (ht by her, and upon my 
being in the laft Confufion and Silence, this malicious 
Aid o f hers turning to her fays, I am very glad to ob- 
ferve Sir R o g e r  paufes upon this Subjeft, and feems 
refolved to deliver all his Sentiments upon the Matter 
when he pleafes to fpeak. They both kfept their Coun- 
tenances, and after I had fat half an Flour meditating 
how to behave before fuch profound Cafuills, I rofe up 
and took my Leave. Chance has fince that time thrown 
me very often in her W ay, and (he as often has direfted 
a Difcourfe to me which I do not underiland. This 
Barbarity has kept me ever at a Diftance (rom the moil 
beautiful Objecl my Eyes ever beheld. It is thus alfo 
(he dc.als with all Mankind, and you mull.make Love 
to her, as you would conquer the Sphinx, bypofingher. 
But were (lie like other Women, and that there were 
any talking to her, how conllant mult the P.eafure o f
that Man be, who could converfe with a Creature----- -
But, after all, you may be furc her Heart is fixed on 
fomc one or other j and yet I have been credibly inform­
ed ; but who can believe half that is faid! After the had 
done fpeaking to me, (lie put her Hand to her Bofom 
and adjufted her '1 ucker. Tlien (lie call her K\ es a little 
down, upon my beholding lier too earneiUy. T '-—

file
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‘  ftie fings excellently : her Voice in her ordinary Speech 
‘  has fomethinginit inexprefliblyfweet. You mull: L io w  
‘  I dined with her at a publick Table the Day after I firlt 
‘  faw her, and Ihe helped me to fome Tanfy in the Eye 
‘  o f  all the Gentlemen in the Country: She has certainljr 
‘  the fineft Hand of any Woman in the World. I  can 
‘  alTure you. Sir, were you to behold her, you would be 
‘  in the fame Condition; for as her Speech is Muficlc, her 
‘  Form is Angelick. But I find I grow irregular while t
* am talking of her; but indeed it would be Stupidity to
* be unconcerned at fuch Perfeftion. Oh the excellent 
‘  Creature, Ihe is as inimitable to all Women, as Ihe is
* inacceflible to all Men.

I found my Friend begin to rave, and infenfibly led 
him towards the Houfe, that we might be joined by fome 
other Company; and am convinced that the Widow is 
the fecret Caule o f all that Inconfiftency which appears in 
fome Parts o f my Friend’s Difeourfe j  tW  he has fo much 
Command of himfelf as not direftly to mention her, yet 
according to that o f Martial, which one knows not how 
to render in Englijh, Dum facet hanc loquitur. I  (hall end 
this Paper with that whole Epigram, which reprefents 
with much Humour my honeft Friend’s Condition.

^ ic q u id  agit Rufus, nihil eji, niji N avia  Rufo,
Si gaudet, Jiflet, Ji facet, hanc loquitur :

Ccenat, propinat, pofeit, negat, annuit, una ejl 
Nes v i a ; Si non Jit Ntevia, mutus erit.

Scriberet hejlernd Patri cum Luce Salutem,
Ncsniia lux, inquit, Nesvia numen, anje.

Let Rufus mjeep, rejoice, Jland, j it ,  or ’walk.
S till  he can nothing but o f  Nsevia talki 
Let him eat,, drink, ask ^uejlions, or difpute.
S ti l l  he mujl fpeak ^N aevia, or be mute.
He ’writ to his Father, ending’with this Line,
Jam , »y/<tw^ Nsevia, evertbine, R

V o l . I I . Wtdnejdaj,
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