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TH E firft Phyficians hy Debauch nucre made ;
Excefs began, and Sloth fuftains the

By Chace our long-lindd Fathers earn d their Food ;
Toil drung the Hermes, andfurifyd the Bloodu,
But e tfscir Sous, a pamper'd Race of Men,

Are dmsindled domm to threcfcore Years and ten™
Better to hunt in Fieldsfor Health unbought.
Thanfee the DoSlorfor a naufeous Draught.

The Wifefor Cure on Exercife depend:

God never made his Workfar Man to mend.

117. saturday, J uly 14~

------ tpfi fit>l fomnia fingunt. virg.

h e r e are fome Opinions in which a Man Ihould
T Hand Neuter, without engaging his Affent to one

fide or the other. Such a hovering Faith m this,
whiclr refufes to fettle upon any Determination, is abio-
lutely neceffarv in a Mind that is carefol to avoid Errors
and Prepoffeffions. When the Arguments prefs equally on
both fides in Matters that are indifferent to us, the fatelt
Method is to give up our felyes to neither.

IT iswith this Temper of Mind that I confider the Su~
iea of Witchcraft. When I hear the Relations that are made
from all Parts ofthe World, not only from Horvsay and.
Lapland,ttom theE~y?andW e jl-1n d ie s, par-
ticular Nation in Europe, | cannot forbear thinlung
there is fuch an Intercourfe and Commerce w i* Evil
rits, as thatwhich we exprefs by the Narrie
But when I confider that the ignorant and credulous Parts
of the World abound moft in thefe Relations, and that the
Perfons among us who are fuppofed to
Infernal Commerce, are People ofaweak Underft~ding
and crazed Imagination, and at the fame time reflea upon
the many Impoltures and Delufions ofthisnature thathave
been deteacd in all Ages, | endeavour to fufpend my Be-
lieftill I hear morecertain Accounts than any which have
yet come to my Knowledge. In ftiort, when I uon i er
~eflion, whether there arc fuch Perfonsin the WorWw”~an®
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thofe we call Witches ? my Mind is divided between the
two oppofite Opinions ; or rather (to fpeak my Thoughts
freely) 1 believe in general that there is, and has been
fuch a thing as Witchcraftj but at the fame time can
giye no Credit to any particular Inftance ofit.

I am engaged in this Speculation, by fome Occur-
rences that | met with Yefterday, which I fliall give
my Reader an Account of at large. As | was walking
with my Friend Sir Roger by the fide of one of his
Woods, an old Woman applied herfelf to me for my
Charity. Her Drefsand Figure put me in mind of the
following Defcriptlon in Ot'way.

In a clofe Lane as | purfild my Journey
| fpy'd a nurhikled nuith Agegrown double.
Picking dry Sticks, a?idmumbling to herfelf.
Her Eyes with fcalding Rheum were galPd andred:
Cold Palfyfhook her Head; her Handsfeem'dwither'di
And on her crooked Shoulders hadfhe wrapp'd
The tatter'd Remnants ofan oldftriped Hanging,
Whichferns'd to keep her Carcafefrom the Cold ;
So there was nothing ofa Piece about her.
Her lower Weeds were all o'er coarfly patch'd
With diff'rent colour'dRags, black, red, white,yellow”
AndfeetrPd tofpeak Variety of Wretchednefs.

_AS 1 was mufing on this Defcription, and comparing it
with the Objeft before me, the Knight told me, that this
very old Woman had the Reputation of a Witch all over
the Country, that her Lips were obferved to be always in
Motion, and that there was not a Switch about her Houfe
which her Neighbours did not believe had carried her fe-
veral hundreds of Miles. |fihe chanced to ftumble, they
always found Sticks or Straws that lay in the Figure of a
Crofs before her. I fllie made any Millake at Church, and
cry'dAmen in awrongPlace, they never failed to conclude
that Ihe was faying her Prayers backwards. There was not
a Maid in the Parifti that v/ould take a Pin of her, though
Ihe fhould offer a Bag of Money with it. She goes by tlie
Name of Moll White, and has made the Country ring with
feveral imaginary Exploits which are palmed upon lier. | f
the Dairy-maid docs not make her Butter come fo loon as
flie fhould have it, Moll White is at the Bottom of the

Churn.
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Chum. Ifa Horfe fwcats in the Stable, Moll White has
been upon his Back. If a Hare makes an unexpefted
Efcape from the Hounds, the Huntfman curfes Mall
White. Nay, (fays Sir Roger} Ihave known the Mailer
ofthe Pack, upon fuchan Occafion, fend one of his Ser-
vants to fee if Moll White had been out that Morning.

THIS Account raifedmy Curiofity fofar,that | begged
my Friend Sir Ro ¢ e r to go with me into her Hovel,
which flood in a folitary Cornerunder theiideoftheWood.
Upon our firft entering Sir R o ¢ e r winked to me, and
pointed at fomething that flood behind the Door, which
upon looking that way, | found to be an old BroomftaiF.
At the fame time he whifper’d me in the Kar to take notice
ofa Tabby Cat that fat in the Chimney-Corner, which,
as the Knight told me, lay under asbad a Report as Moll
White herfelfj for befides that MoU\% faid often to accom-
pany her in the fame Shape, the Cat is reported to have
fpoken twice or thrice) in her Life, and to have played
feveral Pranks above the Capacity of an ordinary Cat.

| was fecretly concerned to fee human Nature in fomuch
Wretchednefsand Difgrace, but at the fame time couldnot
forbear failing to hear Sir Roc eR,who isa little puzzled
about the old Woman, advifmg her as a Juflice of Peace
to avoid all Communication with the Devil, and never to
hurt any of her Neighbours Cattle. We concluded our
Vifit with a Bounty, which was very acceptable.

IN our Return home Sir Roc er told me that old'
Moll had been often brought before him for making
Children fpit Pins, and giving Maids the Night-Mare ;
and that the Country People would be tofling her into a
Pond and trying Experiments with her every Day, ifit
was not for him and his Chaplain.

I have fince found upon Inquiry’, that Sir Roger was
feveral times flagger'd with the Reports that had been
brought him concerning this old Woman, and would fre-
quently have bound her over to the County Seffions, had
not his Chaplain with much ado perfuaded him to the
contrary.

I have been the more particular in this Account,becaufe
| hear there is fcarce a Village in England that has not a
Moll White in it. When anold Woman begins to dote, and
Prow chargeable to a Parilh, Ihc is generally turned into

a Witch,





