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N° 120. Wednefday, J u ly  18.

—  Equidem credo, quia Jit Divinitus illis 
Ingenium ; -----  ■ ■ V irg .

My  Friend Sir R o g e r  is very often merry with 
me, upon my palfing fo much of my Time among 
his Poultry. He has caught me twice or thrice 

looking after a Bird’s N ell, and leveral times fitting an 
Hour or two together near an Hen and Chicken. He 
tells me he believes I  am perfonally acquainted with 
every Fowl about his Houfej calls fuch a particular 
Cock my Favourite, and frequently complains that his 
Ducks and Geefe have more o f my Company than ■ 
himfelf

I  mult confefs I  am infinitely delighted with thofe Spe­
culations of Nature which are to be made in a Country- 
Life ; and as my Reading has very much lain among- 
Books of natural Hillory, I cannot forbear recollefting 
upon this Occafion the feveral Remarks which I have met 
with in Authors, and comparing them with what falls 
under my own Obfervation: The Arguments for Pro­
vidence drawn from the natural Hillory o f Animals be­
ing in my Opinion demonllrative.

T  H  E Make of every kind of Animal is different from 
that o f every other kind; and yet there is not the leaft 
Turn in the Mufcles or T w ill in the Fibres o f any one, 
which does not render them more proper for that parti­
cular Animal’s W ay of Life than any other Call or I'ex- 
ture o f them would have been.

T H E  moll violent Appetites in all Creatures are 
Lujl and Hunger: The firll is a perpetual Call upon them 
to propagate their Kindj the latter to preferve them- 
felves.

I T  is allonifliing to confider the different Degrees o f 
Care that defeend from the Parent to the Young, fo far
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as is abfolutely neceffary for the leaving a Pofterity. Some 
Creatures caft their Eggs as Chance diredb them, and 
think o f them no farther, as Infedls and feveral 
o f  FHh ; Others of a nicer Frame, find out proper Beds 
to depofite them in, and there leave them; ^  the Ser- 
rent the Crocodile, and Oftrich : Others hatch their 
Ig g s  and tend the Birth, ’ till it is able to fhift for it
felf.

W  H  A  T  can we call the Principle which diredls every 
different Kind of Bird to obferve a Particular Plan in the 
Strufture o f its Nell, and direft aU of tire fame Species to 
work after the fame Model ? It cannot be Imitation-, for 
thounh you hatch a Crow under a Hen, and never let it 
fee any o f the Works o f its own Kind, the Neft it inakes 
lhall be the fame, to the laying o f a Stick, with all the 
other Nells of the fame Species. It cannot \ytReafon ; 
for were Animals indued with it to as great a Degree as 
Man their Buildings would be as different as ours, ac­
cording to the different Convenicncies that they would 

•■ propofe to themfelves.
I S  it not remarkable, that the fame Temper o f Weather 

which raifes this genial Warmth in Animals, Ihould cover 
the Trees with Leaves, and the Fields with Grafs, for 
their Security and Concealment, and produce fuch in­
finite Swarms of Infeas for the Support and Sullenancc
o f their refpeaive Broods? r -

I S  it not wonderful, that the Love o f the Parent 
Ihould be fo violent while it lafts, and that it foould M  
no longer than is neceffary for the Prefervation of the

T H E  Violence of this natural Love is exemplified by 
-1 very barbarous Experiment; which I fliall quote at 
ieneth, as I find it in an excellent Author, and hope my
Readers will pardon the mentioning fuch an Inftance o f 
Cruelty, becaufc there is nothing can fo effcaually foew 
the Strength of that Principle in Animals of which I am 
tipie fnea^ine. “  A  Perfon who was well skilled in 
«  Diffeaions opened a Bitch, and as foe lay in the moll 

exquifite Tortures, offered her one o f her young Pup-
‘ ‘ pies, which foe immediately fell a licking ; and tor
“  the Time feemed infenfible of her own Pam : On 
‘ ‘ the Rcmoyal, foe kept her Eye fixt on
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“  began a wailing fort of C ry, which feemed rather ta 
“  p r ic e d  from the Lofs o f her young one, than the 
“  Senfe o f her own Torments.

B U T  notwithftanding this natural Love in Brutes is 
much more violent and intenfe than in rational Creatures, 
Providence has taken care that it fhould be no longer 
troublefom to the Parent than it is ufeful to the Young ; 
for fo foon as the Wants o f the latter ceafe, the Mother 
withdraws her Fondnefs, and leaves them to provide for 
themfelves : and what is a very remarkable Circum- 
ftance in this Part of InHinfl, we find that the Love of the 
Parent may be lengthened out beyond its ufual Tim e, 
i f  the Prefeivation of the Species requires i t ; as we may 
fee in Birds that drive away their Young as foon as tliey 
are able to get their Livelihood, but continue to feed 
tliem i f  they are tied to the N ell, or confined within a 
Cage, or by any other Means appear to be out o f a Con­
dition of fupplying their own Necefiities.

T P I IS  natural Love is not obferved in Animals ta 
.nfeend from the Young to the Parent, which is not at all 
nccelfary for the Continuance o f the Species: nor indeed 
in reafonable Creatures does it rife in any Proportion, 
as it fpreads itfelf downwards; for in all Family AP- 
feftidn, we find Proteftlon granted and Favours bellow­
ed, are greater Motives to Love and Tendernefs, tlian 
Safety, Benefits, or Life received.

O N  E would wonder to hear Sceptical Men difputing; 
for the Reafon o f Animals, and telling us it is only our 
Pride and Prejudices that will not allow them the Ufe o f 
that Faculty.

R E A S O N  fhews it felf in all Occurrences o f L ife ; 
whereas the Brute makes no Difeovery o f fuch a Talent, 
but in what immediately regards his own Prefervation, 
or the Continuance of his Species. Animals in theirGene- 
ration are wifer than the Sons o f Men ; but their Wifdom 
is confined to a few Particulars, and lies in a very nar­
row Compafs. Take a Brute out o f his Inllinfl, and 
you find him wholly deprived of Underllanding. I 'o  ufe 
an Inllance that comes often under Obfervation.

W I T H  what Caution does the Hen provide herfclf a 
Nell in Places unfrequented, and free from Noife and 
Dillurbance ? When flie has laid her Eggs in fuch .a Man-
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ner that fhe can cover them, what Care does Ihetake in 
turning them frequently, that all Parts may partake o f 
the viml Warmth ? When Ihe leaves them to provide 
for her neceffary Suflenance, how pundlually does Ihe 
return before they have time to cool, and become incapa­
ble o f producing an Animal ? In the Summer you fee her 
giving herfelf greater Freedoms, and quitting her Care 
for above two Hours together; but in Winter, when 
tlie Rigour o f the Seafon would chill the Principles o f 
Life, and deftroy the young one, ihe grows more afli- 
duous in her Attendance, and ftays away but H alf the 
Tim e. When the Birth approaches, with how much 
Nicety and Attention does ihe help the Chick to break 
its Prifon ? N ot to take notice of her covering it from 
the Injuries of the Weather, providing it proper Nou- 
rilhment, and teaching it to help it fe lf; nor to mention 
her forfaking the Nell:, i f  after the ufual Time of reckon- 

■ ing the young one does not make its Appearance. A  
Chymical Operation could not be followed with greater 
A rt or Diligence, than is feen in the hatching of a 
C h ic k ; tho’ there are many other Birds that Ihew an 
infinitely greater Sagacity in all the forementioned Par­
ticulars. , , , ,1- T

b u t  at the fame time the Hen, that has all this
feeming Ingenuity, (which is indeed abfolutely neceffary 
for the Propagation of the Species) confidered in other 
refpefts, is without the leaft Glimmerings o f Thought 
or common Senfe. She miftakes a Piece o f Chalk for an 
E gg, and fits upon it in the fame manner : She is infcn- 
fible’ o f any Increafe or Diminution in the Number o f 
thofc ihe la y s; She does not diftinguifh between her 
own and thofe o f another Species; and when the Birth 
appears o f never fo different a Bird, will cheriih it for 
her own. In all thefe Circumftances which do not carry 
an immediate Regard to the Subfiftenceofhcr felf or her
Species, ilie is a very Idiot.

T H E R E  is not, in my Opinion, anything more 
rnyfferious in Nature than this Inftina in Animals, which 
thus rifes above Reafon, and falls infinitely ihort o f it. 
I t  cannot be accounted for by any Properties in Matter, 
and at the fame time works after fo odd a manner, that 
one cannot think it the Faculty o f an intelkaual Being.
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