NO 121, Spectator. 147

For ray own part, | look upon it as upon the Principl*
of Gravitation in Bodies, which is not to be explained by
any known Qualities inherent in the Bodies therafelves,
nor from any Laws ofMechanifm, but according to the
bell Notions of the greatell Philofophers, is an immediate
Impreflion from the lirft Mover, and the Divine Energy
ailing in the Creatures. i

N® 121 TYurfday, July 19.

'Jovis omnia plena. Virg.

belongs to my Friend’s Country Houfe, | was

wonderfully pleafed to fee the different Workings
of Inllindl in a Hen followed by a Brood of Ducks. Th»
Young, upon the fight of a Pond, immediately ran into
it; while the Step-mother, with all imaginable Anxiety”™
hovered about the Borders ofit, tocall themout of an Ele-
ment that appeared to her fo dangerous and dellruclive.
As the different Principle which ailed in thefe different
Animals cannot be termed Reafon, fo when we call it
Inftincl, we mean fomething we have no Knowledge of.
To me, as | hinted in my lad Paper', it feems the ipms-
diate Direition of Providence, and fuch an Operatic of
the fupreme Being, as that which determines all the Por-
tions of Matter to their proper Centres. A modern Pm-
lofopher, quoted by Monfieur Bayle'm his learned Dif-
fertation on the Souls of Brutes, delivers the lame Opi-*
nion, tho' in a bolder Form of Words, where he fa/s,
Deus e/? Anima Brutorum, God himfelf is the Soul of
Brutes. Who can tell what to call thatfeeming Sagacity
in Animals, which direils them to fuch Fo” as is pro-
per for them, and makes them naturally avoid whatever
is noxious or unwholfom ? Tally has obferved, that a
Lamb no fooner falls from its Mother, but immedmtely
and of its own Accord applies it felf to the Teat. Dam-
pier, in his Travels, tells us, that when Seamen are
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AS | ivas walking this Morning inthe greatYard that



~Nizi.

It |sn£ﬁedw %o@l %ﬁ Y
rgAnrmIsm,e |ke1?e

Wﬁrdm AItS of O
0|n 0 edle ['enot
O pier\vdllo

l 0

Rﬁrﬂ%m t : the oty .“:‘
e by e e

o
o
el oy
%‘%ﬁm their Sa;%ly and V\ElfatPe IS l{egr%\i%

feveri kindof E asﬁa/%mdsammm
%ﬁ%%ma obi

tis-i
fon V\hICh inllruas Anmals In lheUfeof

INIt; & IS e|n
arc bredwithin Doors,

heirr onn Soedies, pJﬂI trrfe\/\mamoem themwlth



N*1Z1* 7T~ SPECTAT o 149
their Foreheads, before the firft budding of a Horn ap-

~nnfhall add to thefe general Obfervations an Inftance,
which Mr. Locke has given us of Providence even in the
Imperfeftions of a Creature which feems the meaneftand
moll defpicaWe in the whole animal World. We may
fays \,from the Make ofan Oifter, or Cockle, conclude,
that it has not fo many norfo quick Senfesas a Man,orfede-
ralotherJlytinials *hor if it hadasjouldit, in that State and
Incapacity oftransferring itfelffrom onePlace to another,
be bettered by them. What good nssould Sight and Hearing
dotoa Creature, that cannot mow itfelf to, orfrom the
Objea, avherein at a difiance it perceiws Goodor E uilf
Andwould not Michtefs ofSenfation be an Inconwnience
to an Animal that mufi befitll where Chance has once
placed it, andthere receiw theAfflux of colder or warmer,
clean orfoul Water, as it happens to come to it.
| Ihall add to this Inftance out of Mx.Locke another out
ofthe learned Dr. More, who cites it from Cardan, in re-
lation to another Animal which Providence has left De-
feftive, butat the fame time has (hewn its Wifdom in the
Formation ofthat Organ in which it feems chiefly to have
failed. What is more obvious and ordinary than a Mole F
andyet what morepalpable Argument of Providence than
Jhe ? The Members of her Body are fo exaBlyfitted to her
Nature andManner ofLife: ForherDwellingbeingunder
Groundwhere nothing is to befeen. Nature hasfoobfcurely
Jittedherwith Eyes, WatNaturalifis can hardly agreewhe-
therJhehaveany Sightat allorno. Butfor Amends, what
Jheis capableoffor htrDefence andWarning ofDanger,floe
has very coninently conferred uponher',forJhe is exceeding
quick ofHearing. Andthen herJhort Tail and Jhort Legs,
but broad Forefeet armedw ithJharp Claws, wefee by the
Event towhat Pmpofe theyare,JheJofwiftly working her-
fe Ifunder Ground, andmaking her wayfofafi in the Earth
as they that behold it cannot but adonire it. Her Legs there-
fore areJhort, thatfloe needdig nomore than willferve the
meer Thicknefs of her Body; and her Fore-feet are broad
thatJhe mayfcoop away much Earth ata Time ; and little
or no Tailfloe has, becaufejhe courfes it not on the Ground,
like the Rat or Moufe, ofwhofe KindredJhe is, but lives
underthe Earth, andisfain todigherjelfaDwelUng there.
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1 jind (he maling her ~ay thro'fi thick an Element, 'which
~ill notyield eaftly, as the M r or the Water, it had been
dangerous to hanie drawnfo long a Train behind her -,for
her Enemy mightfa Il uponher Rear, andfetch her out, be-
fore (he had completed or gotfu Il Poffejfonofher Works.

| cannot forbear mentioning Mr. Boyle s Remark upon
this laft Creature, who | remember fomewhere m his
Works obferves, that tho’ the Mole be not totally blind
(as it iscommonly thought) lhe has not Sight enough to
diftinsuifh particular Objefts. Her Eye is faid to Itfvebut
one Humour in it, which is fuppofed to give her the Idea
of Light, but of nothing elfe, and is fo fortped that this
Idea is probably painful to the Animal. Whenever flie
comes up into broad Day lhe might be in Danger o ffing
taken, unlefs lhe were thus afteaed by a light linking
upon her Eye, and immediately warmng her to ~>7 her-
felf in her proper Element. More Sight would be ufelefs
to her, as noreat all might befetal.

I have only inftanced fuch Animals as feem the moII
imperfea Works of Nature; and if Providence lhews it
felfeven in the Blemilhes of thefe Creatures, how much
more does it difcover it felf in the feveral ~dowments
which it has varioully bellowed upon fuch Crwtures as
are more or lefs finilhed and completed m their feveral

Faculties, according to the Condition of Life in which

*"foolMVWPih our Royal Society would conpile aBody of
Natural Hillory, the beft that could be gather d together
from Books and Obfervations.. |f the feveral Writers a-
mong them took each his particular Species, ~d gave us
adilina Account ofits Original, Birth and Education ;
its Policies, Hollilities and Alliances, with the hrame
and Texture of its inward and outward Parts, and par-
ticularly thofe that dillinguilh it from all other Animals,
with their peculiar Aptitudes for the State of Bein™ m
which Providence has placed them, it would be one of
the beft Services their Studies could do Manlund, ~d not
a little redound to the Glory ofthe All-wife Contriver

I T is true, fuch a Natural Hillory, after all the Dife
ouifitions of the Learned, would be mfmitely Short and
Defeftive. Seasand Dcferts hideMillions of Animals from
eur Obfervation. Innumerable Artifices and Stratagems





