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123. Saturday, J u ly  21.

DaSrina fed  vim promovet infitam, 
Reaique cultus peBora roborant: 

Utcunque defecere mores,
Dedecorant bene nata culpis. Hor.'

A
S I was Yefterday taking the Air with my Friend 
Sir Ro c E R, we were met by a frefh-cbloured ruddy 
young Man who rid by us full Speed, vyith a couple 

o f Servants^ehind him. Upon my Inquiry ^̂ dlo he 
xvas. Sir R oger told me that lie was a young Gm tle- 
man of a confiderable Eftate, who had ^en educat^ by 
a tender Mother that lived not many Miles from the Place 
where wewere. She is a very good Lady, fays 
but took fo much care o f her Son s Health that h ^  
made him good for nothing. She quicUy found that
Reading was bad for his Eyes,andthat’W^ting made his
Head ale. He was let loofe among the Woods as foon 
as he was able to ride on Horfeback, or to carry a Gun
uponkis Shoulder. T o be brief, I found, by m y ^ W
Account o f him, that he had got a S^eat Stock ofHealth, 
but nothing elfe; and that i f  it were a Man s Bufinefs on­
ly  to live, there would not be a more accoinplimtd 
young Follow in the whole County. _

T H E  Truth o f it is, fince my refiding in thefe Parts 
I  have feen and heard innumerable Inftances o f young 
Heirs and elder Brothers who either from then own re- 
fleOing upon the Eftates they are born to, and therefo^ 
thinkilg all other Accomplilhments 
hearing thefe Notions frequently inculcated to them by 
the Flittery of their Servants and Domefticks, or hom 
the fame foolifti Thought prevailing in thofe who have 
the Care o f their Education, are o f no mOTner of ufe but 
to keep up their Families, imd tranfmit their Lands and 
Huuics in a Line to Pofterity. T H I S
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T H I S  makes me often think on a Story I have heard 
o f two Friends, which I fhall give my Reader at large, 
under feigned Names. The Moral o f it may, I  hope, be 
ufeful, though there are fome Circumftanccs w'hichmake 
it rather appear like a Novel, than a true Story.

EUDOXUS  and Leontine began the World with fmall 
Ellates. They were both of them Men of good Senfe and 
great Virtue. They profecuted their Studies together in 
their earlier Years, and entered into fuch a Friendfliip as 
lafted to the end of their Lives. Eudoxus, at his firft fet- 
ting out in the World, threw himfelfinto a Court, where 
by his natural Endowments and his acquired Abilities he 
made his way from one Poll to another, till at length he 
hadraifedavery confiderableFortune. on the con­
trary fought all Opportunities o f improving his Mind by
Study,ConverfationandTravel.Hcwas not onlyacquainted
with all the Sciences, butw'iththe moll eminentProfeffors 
c f  them throughout Europe. He knew perfedlly well the 

’ Interells o f its Princes, with the Cuftoms and Falhions of 
their Courts, and could fcarce meet with the Name of an 
extraordinary Perfon in the Gazette whom he had not 
either talked to or feen. In Ihort, he had fo well mixt and 
digelled his Knowledge of Men and Books, that he made 
one of the moll accomplifhed Perfons of his Age. During 
the whole Courfe o f his Studies and Travels he kept up a
punftual Correfpondence with Eudoxus, who often made 

b l e ...................................... .... ’jiimfelfacceptable to the principal Men about Court by the 
Intelligence'which he received from Leontine. When they 
were both turned of Forty (.-in Age in which, according to 
\Ai.Csmley, there is no dallying ’luith L^£)they determined 
purfuantto the Refolution they had taken in the beginning 
o f  their Lives, to retire, and pafs the Remainder o f their 
Days in the Country. In order to this, they both of them 
married much about the fame time. Lro«/;W,withhisown 
and his Wife’s Fortune, bought a Farm of three hundred a 
Year, which lay within the Neighbourhood of his I  riend 
Eudoxus, who had purchafed an Eftate o f as many thou- 
fands. T hey were both of them Fathers about the fame 
time, having a Son born to him, and Leontine a
Daughter ; but to the unfpeakable G rief o f the latter, his 
young W ife (in whom all his Happinefs was wrapt up)died 
in a few Days after the Birth o f her Daughter. His Afflifli-
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on would have been infupportable, had not he l^ n  com­
forted by the daily Vifits and Converfations o f his Friend. 
As they were one Day talking together with their ufual 
Intimacy, Ijsontine, confidcring how incapable he was o f 
eivin<r his Daughter a proper Education in his own Houfe, 
tnd Eudoxus reBeaing on. the ordinary Behaviour o f a 
Son who knows himfelf to be the Heir o f a great 
Eftate, they both agreed upon an Exchange of Children, 
namely that the Boy fhould be bred up with Leontint 
as his Son, and that the Girl Ihould live with Eudoxus as 
his Daughter, till they were each of them arrived at 
Years o f Difcretion. The W ife o f Eudoxus, knowing 
that her Son could not be fo advantageoufly brought up 
as under the Care o f Leontine, and confidering at the 
fame time that he would be perpetually under her own 
Eye, was by degrees prevailed upon to fall in with the 
Proieit. She therefore took Leonilla, for that was the 
Name o f the G irl, and educated her as her own Daugh­
ter. The two Friends on each fide had wrought them- 
felves to fuch an habitual Tendernefs for the Children 
who were under their Dircftion, that each o f them had 
the real Paffion of a Father, where the Title was but 
imaginary. Florio, the Name of the young Heir that 
lived with Looutifso, though he had all the Duty and A f- 
feaion imaginable for his fuppofed Parent, was taught to 
rejoice at the Sight o f  Eudoxus, who vifited his Friend 
very frequently, and was diftated by his natural Affec­
tion, as well as by the Rules o f Prudence, to make 
himfelf efteemed and beloved by The Boy was
now old enough to know his fuppofed Father’s Circum- 
ftances, and that therefore he was to make his way in 
the World by his own Induftry. This Confideration 
grew ftronger in him every Day, and produced fo good 
an Effeff, that he applied himfelf .with more than or­
dinary Attention to the Purfuit o f every thing which 
Leontine recommended tp him. His natural Abilities, 
which were very good, affifted by the Direftions of fo ex­
cellent a Counfellor, enabled him to make a quicker 
Progrefs than ordinary through all the Parts o f  his Edu­
cation. Before he was twenty Years o f Age, having fi- 
niflied his Studies and Exercifes with great Applaufe, he 
was removed from the Univerfity to the Inns o f Court,
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where there are very few that make themfelves confider- 
able Proficients in the Studies of the Place, who know 
they fliall arrive at great Eftates without them. This 
was not flo rh ' i, Cafe, he found that three hundred a 
Year was but a poor Eftate for Leontine and himfelf to 
live upon, fo that he lludied without Intermiffion till he 
gained a very good Infight into the Conftitution and
Laws of his Country. , r., . jI (hould have told my Reader, that whillt tlorto lived 
at the Houfe of his Fofter-father he was always an ac­
ceptable Gueft in the Family of Eudoxus, where he be­
came acquainted with from her Infancy. His
Acquaintance with her by degrees grew into Love, which 
in a Mind trained up in all the Sentiments of Honour and 
Virtue became a very uneafy Paffion. He defpaired of
training an Heirefsoffo great a Fortune, and would ra­
ther have died than attempted it by any indited Me­
thods. Leonilla, who was a Woman of the greateft 
Beauty joined with the greateft Modefty, entertained at 
the fame time a fecret Paffion for Florio, but conduded 
herftlf with fo much Prudence that Ihe never gave him 
the leaft Intimation of it. Florio was now engaged in 
all thofe Arts and Improvements that are proper to raife 
a Man’s private Fortune, and give him a Figure in his 
Country, but fecretly tormented with that Paffion which 
burns with the greateft Fury in a virtuous and noble 
Heart when he received a fudden Summons from Leon~ 
tine to repair to him in the Country the next Day. For 
it feems Eudoxus was fo filled with the Report of his 
Son’s Reputation, that he could no longer withhold 
making himfelf known to him. The Morning after his 
Arrival at the Houfe of his fuppofed Father, Leontine 
told him that Eudoxus had fomething of great Importance 
to communicate to him ; upon which the good Mjm em­
braced him, and wept. Florio was no fooner arrived at 
the great Houfe that ftood in his Neighbourhood, but 
Eudoxus took him by the Hand, after the firft Salutes 
were over, and conduded him into his Clofet. He there 
opened to him the whole Secret of his Parentage and 
Education, concluding after this manner; I  have no 
other vsay left of achiovslcdging my Gratitude to Leon­
tine, than by marrying you to his Daughter, He Jhall not
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