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lofe the Pleafure o f being your Father by the Difccrvery I  
haoje made to you, Leonilla too Jhall be f i l l  my Daughter; 
her filia l Piety, though mifplaced, has been fo exemplary 
that it deferws the greatefi Reward I  can confer up­
on it. You Jhall haaie the Pleafure offeeing a great Efiate 
f a l l  to you, which you would hanje lofi the Relijh o f had 
you known your f e l f  born to it. Continue only to deferaie 
it in the fame mariner you did before you were pojfejfed o f  
it. I  have left your Mother in the next Room. Her Heart 
yearns towards you. She is making the fame Difcoojeries ta 
ixomWs. which I  haw  made to your fe lf. Florio was 
fo overwhelmed with this Profufion o f Happinefs, that 
he was not able to make a Reply, but threw himfclf 
down at his Father’s Feet, and amidft a Flood of Tears, 
kilfed and embraced his Knees, asking his Blelling, and 
exprelling in dumb Show thofe Sentiments o f Love, D uty, 
and Gratitude that were too big for Utterance. T o  
conclude, the happy Pair were married, and half Eu­
doxus's Eftate fettled upon them. Leontine and Eudoxus 
paired the Remainder o f their Lives together; and re­
ceived in the dutiful and afFefUonate Behaviour o f Floria 
and Leonilla the juft Recompenfe, as well as the natural 
ElFefts, o f that Care which ihey had bellowed upon them 
in their Education. L

124. Monday, J u ly  23.

'JT. (j.iycL y.ctKoy.

A m  A N  who publilhes his Works in a Volume, has 
an infinite Advantage over one who communicates 
his Writings to the World in loofe Trails andfmgle 

Pieces. W e do not expeil to meet with any thing in a 
bulky Volume, till after feme heavy Preamble, and feve- 
ral Words of Courfe, to prepare the Reader for what 
follows : Nay, Authors have eftablilhed it as a kind o f 
Rule 'I’hat a Man ought to be dull fometimes; as the
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jnoft fevere Reader makes Allowances for many Refts 
and Nodding-places in a Voluminous Writer. This

fave occafion to the famous Greek Proverb which I  
ave chofen for my Motto, Tha} a great Book is a 

great E uil.
O  N  the contrary, thofe who publifli their Thoughts 

in diftindt Sheets, and as it were by Piece-meal, have 
none of thefe Advantages. W e mull immediately fall 
into our Subjedl, and treat every Part o f it in a lively 
Manner, or our Papers are thrown by as'dull and in- 
fipid ; Our Matter mull lie clofe together, and either be 
wholly new in it fclf, or in the Turn it receives from 
our Expreffions. Were the Books o f our bell Authors 
thus to be retailed to the Publick, and every Page fub- 

. mitted to the Talle o f forty or filly thoufand Readers, I  
am afraid we Ihould complain o f many fiat Expreffions, 
trivial Obfervations, beaten Topicks, and common 
Thoughts, which go off very well in the Lump. A t 
the fame time, notwithllanding fome Papers may be 
made up of broken Hints and irregular Sketches, it is 
often expedled that every Sheet Ihould be a kindofTrea- 
tife, and make out in Thought what it wants in Bulk : 
That a Point o f Plumour Ihould be worked up in all its 
P arts; and a Subjedl touched upon in its moll effential 
Articles, without the Repetitions, Tautologies, and En­
largements that are indulged to longer Labours. The or­
dinary Writers ofM orality preferibe to their Readers after 
the Galenick Way ; their Medicines are made up in large 
Quantities. An Effay Writer mull praftife in thechymi- 
cal Method, and give the Virtue o f a full Draught in 3 
few Drops. Were all Books reduced thus to their Quin- 
teffence, many a bulky Author would make his Appear­
ance in a Penny-Paper; There would be fcarce fuch 3 
thing in Nature as a Folio; The Works o f an Age would 
be contain’d on a few Shelves; not to mention Millions 
o f Volumes, that would be utterly annihilated.

I cannot think that the Difficulty of furnilhing out fe- 
parate Papers of this Nature, has hindered Authors from 
communicating their Thoughts to the World after fuch a 
Manner : 1 hough I mull confefs I  am amazed that, the 
Frefs Ihould be only made ufe of in this W ay by News- 
Writers,ai;d the Zealots o f Parties j as i f  it were not more
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advantageous to Mankind, to be inftrufted in Wifdom 
and Virtue, than in Politicks; and to be made good 
Fathers, Husbands, and Sons, than Counfellors and 
Statefinen. Had the Pliilofophers and great Men of An­
tiquity, who took fo much Pains in order to inilrudt 
Mankind, and leave the World wifer and better than 
they found i t ; had they, I  fay, been polfeffed o f the 
A rt of Printing, there is no Queftion but they would 
have made fuch an Advantage ot it, in dealing out thwr 
Ledtures to the Publick. Our common Prints would be 
o f great Ufe were they thus calculated to diffufe good 
Senfe through the Bulk o f a People, to clear up tb^ir 
Underllandings, animate their Minds with Virtue, dif- 
lipate the Sorrows of a heavy Heart, or unbend the 
Mind from its more fevere Employments with innocent 
Amufeinents. When Knowledge, inftead of being bound 
up in Books, and kept in Libraries and Retirements, is 
thus obtruded upon the Publick; when it is canvaffed in 
every Affembly, and expofed upon every Table •, I can­
not forbear refledting upon that Paffage in the Pro’verbs, 
Wifdom crieth ’without, Jhe uttereth her Voice in the 
Streets; She crieth in the chief Place of Concourfe, in the 
Openings o f  the Gates, In the City Jhe uttereth her Words j 

faying, Honu long, ye fimple ones, ’willye loose Simplicity ?  
and theScorners delight in their Scorning ? and Pools hate 
Knoovledge ?

T H E  many Letters which come to me from Perfons 
of the beft Senfe in both Sexes, (for I may pronounce 
their Charafters from their way of Writing) do not a 
little encourage me in the Profecution of this my Un­
dertaking : Beiides that, my Bookfeller tells me, the D e­
mand for thefe my Papers increafes daily. It is at his 
Inftance that I lhall continue my rm-al Speculations to 
the end of this Month j feveral having made up fepa- 
rate Sets o f them, as they have done before o f thofe 
relating to W it, to Operas, to Points o f Morality, or 
Subjedb of Humour.

1 am not at all mortify’d, when fbmetimes I fee my 
Works thrown afide by Men of no Tafte nor Learning. 
There is a kind of Heavinefs and Ignorance that hangs 
upon the Minds o f ordinary Men, which is too thick for

Knowledge

I Ayuntamiento de Madrid



1 6 2 S p  E C T  A T  O R , N® 124;

Knowledge to break through. Their Souls are rtot to b* 
cnlightned,

I Nox atra cava circumvolat umhra.

T  O  thefe I muft apply the Fable o f the Mole, That 
after having confulted many Oculills for the bettering 
o f his Sight, was at laft provided with a good pair o f 
Speftacles j but upon his endeavouring to make ufe o f 
them, his Mother told him very prudently, “  That 
“  Speflacles, though they might help the Eye of a 
“  Man, could be of no ufe to a Mole. ”  It is not there­
fore for the Benefit o f Moles that I publilh thefe my 
daily Effays.

B U T  befides fuch as are Moles through Ignorance, 
there are others who are Moles through Envy. As it is 
faid in the Latin Proverb, “  That one Man is a W olf 
“  to another; ”  fo, generally fpeaking, one Author is 
a Mole to another Author. I t  is impollible for them to 
difcover Beauties in one another’s W orks; they have 
Eyes only for Spots and Blemilhes; They can indeed 
fee the Light, as it is faid o f the A n im is which arc 
their Namefakes, but the Idea o f it is painful to them; 
they immediately Ihut their Eyes upon it, and withdraw 
themfelves into a wilful Obfeurity. I  have already 
caught two or three o f thefe dark undermining Vermin, 
and intend to make a String o f them, in order to han^
them up in one o f my Papers, as an Example to 
fuch voluntary Moles.
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