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Ne, pueri, ne tanta animis ajfuefcite bella : 
Neupatria nialidas in vifcera w rtite ’vires. V irg.

M y  worthy Friend Sir R oo e r , when we are talk­
ing o f the Malice o f Parties, very frequently tells 
us an Accident that happened to him when he was 

a School-Boy, which was at a time when the Feuds ran 
high between the Round-heads and Cavaliers. This wor­
thy Knight being then but a Stripling, had occafion to 
inquire which was the W ay to St. Anne‘s  Lane, upon 
which the Peffon whom he fpoke to, inftead of an- 
fwering his Queftion, call’d him a young Popifti Cur, 
and asked him who had made Anne a Saint! The Boy 
being in fome Confufion, inquired of the next he met, 
which was the W ay to Anne's Lane; but wm  call’d a 
prick-eared Cur for his Pains, and inftead of being (hewn 
the W ay, was told that Ihe had been a Saint before he 
was born, and would be one after he was hanged. Upon 
this, fays Sir R o g e r , I did not think fit to repeat the 
former Queftion, but going into every Lane o f the 
Neighbourhood, asked what they called the Name o f 
that Lane. By which ingenious Artifice he found out 
the Place he inquired after, without giving Offence to 
any Party. Sir R o g er  generally doles this Narrative 
with Reflexions on the Mifchief that Parties do in the 
Country j how they fpoil good Neighbourhood, and 
make honeft Gentlemen hate one. another: befides that 
they manifeftly tend to the Prejudice o f the Laird-Tax, 
and the Deftruftion of the Game.

T H E R E  cannot a greater Judgement befal a Country 
than fuch a dreadful Spirit o f Divifion as rends a Govern­
ment into two diftinft People, and makes them greater 
Strangers and more averfe to one another,^ than if  
were adtually two different Nations. The Elfcds o f fuch
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a Divifton are pernicious to the laft degree, not only with 
regard to thofe Advantages which they give the Com­
mon Enemy, but to thofe private Evils which they pro­
duce in the Heart o f almoll every particular Perfoa. 
This Influence is very fetal both to Mens Morals and 
their Underftandings; it finks the Virtue of a Nation, 
and not only fo, but dellroys even Common Senfe.

A  furious Party-Spirit, when it rages in its full V io­
lence, exerts it felfin Civil W ar and Bloodfhed; and when 
it is under its greatefl: Reftraints naturally breaks out in 
ialfliood, Detraftion, Calumny, and a partial Admi- 
niftration of Juftice. In a word, it fills a Nation with 
Spleen and Rancour, and extinguiflies all the Seeds o f 
Good-nature, Compaflion and Humanity.

P  L U T A R C H fays very finely, that a Man Ihould 
not allow himfelf to hate even his Enemies, becaufe, fays 
he, i f  you indulge this Pafiion in fome Occafions, it will 
rife o f itfelf in others; i f  you hate your Enemies, you 
will contradi fneh a vicious Habit o f Mind, as by D e­
grees will break out upon thofe who are your Friends, 
or thofe who are mdifFerent to you. I might here obferve 
how admirably this Precept o f Morality (which derives 
the Malignity o f Hatred from the Paflion it felf, and not 
from its ObjeftJ anfwers to that great Rule which was 
didlated to the World about an hundred Years before 
this Philofopher wrote; but inftead of that, I (hall only 
take notice, with a real G rief o f Heart, that the Minds 
o f  many good Men among us appear foured with 
Party-Principles, and alienated from one another in fuch 
a manner, as feems to me altogether inconfiftent with 
the Didlates either o f Reafon or Religion. Zeal for a 
Publick Canfe is apt to breed Paflions in the Hearts o f 
virtuous Perfons,. to which the Regard of their own pri­
vate Intereft would never have betrayed them.

I f  this Party-Spirit has fo ill an Effeft on our Morals, 
it has likewife a very great one upon our Judgments. 
W e often hear a poor infipid Paper or Pamphlet cried 
up, dnd fometiraes a noble Piece depreciated, by thofe 
who are o f a different Principle from the Author. One 
W'ho is aftuated by this Spirit is almoft under an In­
capacity of difeerning either real Blemifhes or Beau­
ties. A  Man o f Merit in a different Principle, is like an
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Objeft feen in t\fro different Mediums, that appears 
crooked or broken, however ftraight and intire it mav 
be in it felf. For this Reafon there is fcarce a Perfon of 
any Figure in England, who does not go by two contrary 
Charaders, as oppofite to one another as Light and 
Darknefs. Knowledge and Learning fuffer in a particular 
manner from this llrange Prejudice, which at prefent 
prevails amongft all Ranks and Degrees in the Britijh 
Nation. As Men formerly became eminent in learned So­
cieties by their Parts and Acquifitions, they now diflin- 
guifh themfelves by the Warmth and Violence with which 
they efpoufe their refpeftive Parties. Books are valued 
upon the like Confiderations: An Abufive fcurrilous 
Stile paffes for Satyr, and a dull Scheme of Party-No­
tions is called fine Writing.

T  H  E R  E is one Piece of Sophiftry pradifed by both 
Sides, and that is the taking any fcandalous Story that 
has been ever whifpered or invented of a private Man, for 
a known undoubted Truth, and raifing fuitable Specula­
tions upon it. Calumnies that have Ixcn never proved, 
or have been often refuted, are the ordinary poftula- 
tums of thefe infemous Scriblers, upon which they pro­
ceed as upon firll Principles granted by all Men, though 
in their Hearts they know they are falfe, or at bell very 
doubtful. When they have laid thefe Foundations o f Scur­
rility, it is no wonder that their Superllrufture is every 
way anfwerable to them. I f  this fhamelefs Pradice o f the 
prefent Age endures much longer, Praife and Reproach, 
will ceafe to be Motives of Adtion in good Men.

T  H  E R  E are certain Periods o f I'ime in all Govern­
ments when this inhuman Spirit prevails. Jtalyvf?& long 
torn in Pieces by the Guelfes and Gibe Hines, and Francehy 
thofe who were for and againft the League: but it is very 
unhappy for a Man to be born in fuch a Itormy and tem- 
pelluous Seafon. It is the relllefs Ambition of artful Men 
that thus breaks a People into Fadions, and draws feve- 
ral well-meaning Perfons to their Interell by a Speci­
ous Concern for their Country. How many honeft 
Minds are filled w i^  unchariti>le and barbarous No­
tions, out o f their Zeal for the Publick Good ? What 
Cruelties and Outrages would they not commit againft 
Men of an adverfe Party, whom they would honour and

efteem.
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