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126. Wednefday^ J u ly  25.

‘Tros Eutulufvefuat nullo difcrimine haheho. V irg.

efteem, ifinftead of confidering them as they are repre- 
fented, they knew them as they are ? Thus are Perfons of 
the greateft Probity feduced into lhameful Errors and 
Prejudices, and made bad Men even by that nobleft of 
Principles, the Love o f their Country. I cannot here 
forbear mentioning the famous Spanilh Proverb, I f  there 
*were neither Fools nor Knaves in the UForld̂  till People 
^ould be o f one Mind.

F O R my own part, I could heartily with that all Ho­
ned Men would enter into an Affociation, for the Sup­
port of one another againd the Endeavours of thofewhom 
they ought to look upon as their Common Enemies, 
whatfoever Side they may belong to. Were there fucli 
an honed Body of Neutral Forces, we flrould never fee 
the word of Men in great Figures o f Life, becaufe they 
are ufeful to a Party ; nor the bed unregarded, becaufe 
they are above pra£liling thofe Methods which would 
be grateful to their Faflion. W e Ihould then lingle 
every Criminal out o f the Herd, and hunt him down, 
however formidable and overgrown he might ap­
pear : On the contrary, we Ihould fhelter didrefled In­
nocence, and defend Virtue, however befet with Con­
tempt or Ridicule, Envy or Defiimation. In fhort we 
Ihould not any longer regard our Fellow-Subjefts as 
W higs or Tories, but fhould make the Man of Merit our 
Friend, and the Villain our Enemy. G

IN  my Yederday’ s Paper I propofed, that the honed 
Men of all Parties flrould enter into a kind of Affocia- 
tion for the Defence o f one another, and the Confulion 

of their common Enemies. As it is defigned this neutral 
Body fhould aft with a Regard to nothing but Truth and 

■ Equity, and dived theml'elves o f the little Heats and 
Prepoffeffions that cleave to Parties of all Kinds, I  have
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prepared for them the following Form of an Affbciation, 
which may exprefs their Intentions in the moft plain 
and Ample Manner.

W  E ntihofe Names are hereunto fuhfcribed do folemnly 
declare. That nue do in our Confciences belienie tvso and 
two make four j and that weJhall adjudge any Man what- 
foe<ver to he our Enemy who endeanjours to perfuade us to 
the contrary. We are likewife ready to maintain with the 
Hazard o f a ll that is near and dear to us, That f ix  is left 
than fe ’ven in a ll Times and a ll Places; and that ten w ill  
not be more three Tears hence than it is at prefent. W ? do 
alfo firmly declare. That it is our Refolution as long as we 
live to call Black black, and White white. And we Jhall 
upon a ll Occafions oppofe fetch Per fin s that upon any Bay 
o f the Year Jhall call Black white, or White black, w ith  
the utmofi P eril o f our Lives and Fortunes.

WERE there fuch a Combination of honeft Men, 
who without any Regard to Places would endeavour to 
extirpate all fuch furious Zealots as would facrifice one 
half of their Country to the Paffion and Intereft of the 
other ; as alfo fuch infemous Hypocrites, that are for 
promoting their own Advantage, under Colour of the 
Publick Good ; with all the profligate immoral Retainers 
to each Side, that have nothing to recommend them but 
an implicit Submiflion to their Leaders ; we fliould foon 
fee that furious Party-Spirit extinguifhed, which may in 
time expofe us to the Derifion Md Contempt of all the, 

• Nations about us.
A Member of this Society, that would thus carefully 

employ himfelf in making room for Merit, by throwing 
down the worthlefs and depraved Part of Mankind from 
thofe confpicuous Stations of Life to which they have 
been fometimes advanced, and all this without any Re­
gard to his private Intereft, would be no fmall Benefaftor 
to his Country.

I remember to have read in Diodorus Siculus anAccount 
of a very adtive little Animal, which I think he calls the 
Ichneumon, that makes it tlie whole Bufinefs of his Life to 
break the Eggs of the Crocodile, which he is always in 
fearch after. This Inftindl is the more remarkable, becaufe
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the Ichneumon never feeds upon the Eggs he has broken, 
nor any other Way finds his Account in them. Were it 
not for theinceffant Labours of this mduftnous Animal, 

fays the Hiftorian, would be over-run with Cr  ̂
coddes; for the Egyptians are fo far fr om deftroyinffthofe 
nemicious Creatures, that they worlhip them as Gods.

I F we look into the Behaviour of ordinary Partizans, 
we (hall find them far from  diffembling this difinterefted 
Animal 5 and rather afting after the Example of the wild 

who are ambitious of deftroy ing a Man of the 
moll; extraordinary Parts and AccompliAments, as think­
ing that upon his Deceafe the fame Talents, whatever 
Pmt they Courfe into his
^ A S in the whole Train of my Speculations, I have en­
deavoured as much as I am able to extinpift that per­
nicious Spirit of Paffion and Prejudice, which rages with 
die fame Violence in all Parties, I am ft.ll the more defi- 
rous of doing fome Good in this Particular, becaufe I ob- 
ferve that the Spirit of Party reigns more in the Country 
than in the Town. It here contraas a kind of Brul̂ ity 
and ruftick Fiercenefs, to which Men of a pohter Con- 
verfatlon are wholly Strangers. It extends it felf even to 
the Return of the Bow and the Hat; and at the fametime that the Heads of Parties preferve towards one ano­
ther an outward Show of Good-breeding, and keep up 
a perpetual Intercourfe of Civilities, their Tools that are 
ditorM in thefe outlying Parts will not fo as
mingle together at a Cock;match. This Humour 
ciultry with feveral periodical Meetings of Whig 
Tockies and Tory Foxhunters ; not to mention the mnu- 
memble Curfes, Frowns, and Whifpers it produces at a
Î^do not taow whether I have obferved in any of my 

former Papers, that my Friends Sir Roc e  r d  e C-o ve -̂
n E Y and Sir A N D R E w F R E E p o R T are ofdifferent Prin­
ciples, the firft of them inclined to the loitded and the 
other to the monied Intereft. This Humour is fo mo­
derate in each of them, that it proceeds no farther thm 
to an agreeable Rallery, which very often diverts the 
reft of the Club. I find however that the Knight is a 
otuclillcpngerTory in the Country thaumTown, which.
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as he has told me in my Ear, is abfolutely neceflary for 
the keeping up his Intereft. In all our Journey from Lon­
don to his Houfe wedid not fo much as tmt at a W hig-Inn; 
or i f  by chance the Coachman Aopped at a wrong Place, 
one of Sir R oge r ’s Servants would ride up to his Mafter 
full Speed, and whifper to him that the Mafter o f the 
Houfe was againft fuch an one in the laft Eleftion. This 
often betray’d us into hard Beds and bad Cheer ; for we 
were not fo inquifitive about the Inn as the Inn-keeper ; 

 ̂ and provided our Landlord’s Principles were found, did 
not take any Notice o f the Stalenefs o f his Provifions. 
This I found ftill the more inconvenient, becaufe the 
better the Hoft was, the worfe generally were his A c­
commodations ; the Fellow knowing very well that thofe 
who were his Friends would take up with coarfe Diet 
and an hard Lodging. For thefe Rcafons, all the while 
I  was upon the Road I dreaded entring into an Houfe 
o f  any one that Sir R o g e r  had applauded for an 
honeft Man.

S I N C E  my Stay at Sir R og e r’s in the Country, I  
daily find more Inftances o f this narrow Party-Humour. 
Being upon a Bowling-green at a Neighbouring Market- 
Town the other Day, (for that is the Place where t.he 
Gentlemen of one Side meet once a Week) I obferved a 
Stranger among them of a better Prefence and genteeler 
Behaviour than ordinary ; but was much furprifed, that 
notwithftanding he was a very fair Bettor, no Body would 
take him up. But upon Inquiry I found, that he was one 
who had given a difagrceable Vote in a former Parlia­
ment, for which Reafon there was not a Man upon that 
Bowling-green who would have fo much Correfpondence 
with him as to win his Money o f him.

A M O N G  other Inftances o f this Nature, I  muft not 
omit one which concerns my felf. W ill. Wimble was the 
other Day relating feveral llrange Stories that he had 
picked up no Body knows where o f a certain great Man ; 
and upon my ftaring at him, as one that was furprifed to 
hear fuch things in the Country, which had never been 
fo much as whifpered in the Town, W ill, flopped Ihort 
in the Thread of his Difeourfe, and after Dinner asked 
my Friend Sir R o c e r in his Ear i f  he was fure that I 
was not a Fanatick.

V o L .  II , H  I T
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