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I T  gives me a ferious Concern to fee fuch a Spirit o f 

Diffeniion in the Country j not only as it deftroys Virtue 
and common Senfe, and renders us in a manner Barba­
rians towards one another, but as it perpetuates our Ani- 
mofities, widens our Breaches, and tranfmits our prefent 
Paffious and Prejudices to our Pofterity. For my own part, 
I  am fometimes afraid that I difcovcr the Seeds o f a Civil 
W ar in thefe our Divifions; and therefore cannot but be­
wail, as in their firft Principles, the Miferies and Cala­
mities o f our Children. C

N® 127. Thurfday, Ju ly  26.

-Quantum e.jl in rebus Inane ? Perf.

IT  is our Cuftomat Sir R oger ’s; upon the coming in 
of the Poll to fit about a Pot of Coffee, and hear-the 
old Knight read Dyer's Letter; which he does with his 

Speftacles upon his Nofe, and in an audible Voice,fmiling 
very often at thofe little Strokes o f Satyr, which are fo 
frequent in the Writings o f that Author. I afterwards 
communicate to the Knight fuch Packets as I  receive un­
der the Quality of S p e c t a t o r . The following Letter 
chancing to pleafe him more than ordinary, I  lhall pub- 
lifh it at his Requell.

Mr. S p e c t a t o r ,
< O U  have diverted the Town almoll a whole Month 
‘  1  at the Expence o f the Country, it is now high
‘ time that you fhould give the Country their Revenge. 
‘ Since your withdrawing from this Place,the fair Sex are 
‘ I un into great- Extravagancies. Their Petticoats, which 
‘ beg.-'.n to'hcHve and fwell before you left us, are now 
• blown up into a moll enormous Concave, and rife every 
‘ Day more and more ; In lliort. Sir, fmee our Women 
‘ knov/themfelves to be out of the Eye o f the S p e c t a - 
‘ TOP. .they will be kept within no Compafs. Y  ou piaifed 
• t!;em a little too foon, for the Modelly of their Head- 
‘ D relies; lor as tlie tiumour of a fick Perfon is often

‘ driven
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driven out ofone Limb into another, their Superfluity of 
Ornaments, inftead o f being intirely Banifhed, feems 
only fallen from their Heads upon their lower Parts. 
What they have loft in Height they make up in 
Breadth, and contrary to all Rules o f Architefture widen, 
the Foundations at the fame time that they Ihorten the 
Superftrufture. Were they, like Spanijh Jennets, to 
impregnate by the Wind, they could not have thought 
on a more proper Invention. But as we do not yet hear 
any particular Ufc in this Petticoat, or that it contains 
any thing more than what was fuppofed to be in 
thofe of Scantier Make, we are wonderfully at a lofs 
about it.
‘ T H E  Women give out, in Defence o f thefe wide 

' Bottoms, that they are Airy, and very proper for the 
Seafon ; but this I look upon to be only a Pretence, and 

' a piece o f A rt, for it is well known we have not had a 
more moderate Summer thefe many Y ears, fo that it is 
certain the Heat they complain o f cannot be in the 
Weather ; Befides, I would fain ask thefe tender con- 

' ftitiitioned Ladies, why they ftiould require more 
' Cooling than their Mothers before them.

‘ 1 find feveral Speculative Perfonsare o f Opinion that 
’ our Sex has o f late Years been very fancy, and that the 

Hoop Petticoat is made ufe of to keep us at a Diftance. 
It is moll certain that a Woman’s Honour cannot be 

‘ better intrenched than after this manner,in Circle within
■ Circle, amidft fuch a Variety o f Out-works and Lines 
‘ of Circumvallation. A  Female who is thus invefted in

Whale-bone is fufficiently fecured againft the .Approaclies 
o f an ill-bred Fellow, who might as well think o f 
Sir George Etheridge'^ way o f malcing Love in a Tub, 
as in the midft o f fo many Hoops.
‘ A M O N G  thefevarious Conjeflures, there are Men 

of Superftitious 'I’empers, who look upon the FIoop 
’ Petticoat as a kind of Prodigy. Some will have it that
■ it portends the Downfall o f the French King, and ob- 

ferve that the Farthingale appeared in England a little
‘ before the Ruin of the Spanijh Monarchy. Others are 
' o f Opinion that it foretells Battle and Bloodlhcd, and 
‘ believe it o f the fame Prognoftic.ation as the Tail o f a 
‘ Blazing Star, fo r  my part, I am apt to think it isa Sign 

H  2 ‘ di»;
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‘  that Multitudes are coming into the W orld rather 
'  than going out of it.

‘  T H E  firll time I faw a Lady drelTed in one o f thefe
* Petticoats, I could not forbear blaming her in my own 
'  Thoughts for walking abroad when Ihe was fo near her 
‘  Time, but foon recovered my felf out of my Error, when 
‘  I  found all the Modifh Part o f the Sex zs, f a r  gone as her 
'  felf. I t  is generally thought fome crafty Women have 
‘  thus betrayed their Companions into Hoops, that 
‘  they might make them acceffary to their own Con- 
‘  cealments, and by that means efcape the Cenfure o f 
‘  the World j as wary Generals have fometimes drelTed 
f  two or three Dozen of their Friends in their own Habit,
‘  that they might not draw upon themfelves any particu-
* lar Attacks from the Enemy. T he ftrutting Petticoat 
‘  fmooths all DiftindHons, levels the Mother with the 
‘  Daughter, and fets Maids and Matrons, Wives and 
‘  Widows, upon the fame Bottom. In the mean while,
‘  I cannot but be troubled to fee fo many well-lhaped in- 
‘  nocent Virgins bloated up, and waddling up and down 
‘  like big-bellied Women.

‘  S H O U L D  this Falhion get among the ordinary- 
‘ People, our publick Ways would be fo crouded that we 
‘  fliould want Street-room. Several Congregations o f 
‘  the bell Falhion find themfelves already very much 
‘  flraitned, and i f  the Mode increafe I wilh it may 
‘  not drive many ordinary Women into Meetings and 
‘  Conventicles. Should our Sex at the fame time take it 
‘  into their Heads to wear Trunk Breeches (as who knows 
‘  what their Indignation at this Female Treatment may 
‘  drive them to) a Man and his Wife would fill a whole 
‘  Pew.

‘ Y O U  know. Sir, it is recorded of Alexander the 
‘ Great, that in his Indian Expedition he buried feveral 
‘  Suits of Armour, which by his Diredlion were made 
‘ much too big for any o f his Soldiers, in order to give 
‘  Pollerity an extraordinary Idea of him, and make them 
‘  believe he had commanded an Army of Giants. I am
• perfuaded that i f  one of the prefent Petticoats happens
* to be hung up in any Repofitory of Curiofities, it will 
‘  lead into the fame Error the Generations that lie fome 
‘ Removes from us j unlefs we can believe our Pollerity,

will
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