° *NN
N° 128. 7 Spectator. w3
* will-think fo difrefpeftfully of their Great Grand-Mo-
‘ thers, that they made themfclves Monllrous to appear
Amiable.
‘" WHEN I furvey this new-falliioned 'Rotunda in all
its Parts, | cannot but think of the old Philofopher, who
after having entered into an Egyptian Temple, and look-
ed about for the Idol of the Place, at length difcovered
a little black Monkey enflirined in the midft of it, up-
on which he could not forbear crying out, (to the great
Scandal of the Worlhippers) What a magnificent Pa-
lace is here for fuch a ridiculous Inhabitant ?
‘* THOUGH you have taken a Refolution, in one
of your Papers, to avoid defeending to Particularities
of Drefs, | believe you will not think it below you,oa
fo extraordinary an Occafion, to Unhoop the fair Sex,
and cure this fafliionable Tympany that is got among
‘ them. | am apt to think the Petticoat will ihrink of
its own Accord at your firft coming to Town; at leaft
a Touch of your Pen will make it contradt: it felf, like
the Senfitiyc Plant, and by that means oblige feveral
who are either terrified or aftoniflied at this portentous
Novelty, and among the reft,
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joyous than Men; whether it be that their Blood

is more refined, their Fibres more delicate, and
their animal Spirits more light and volatile; or whether”™
as fome have imagined, there may not be a kind of Sex,
in the very Soul, | Ihall not pretend to determine. As Vi-
vacity is the Gift ofWomen,Gravity is thatofMen.They
fliould each of them therefore keep a Watch upon the
particular Bias which Nature hasfixed in their Minds,
that it may not dra'w too much, and lead them outofthe

H a Paths

W O M EN in their Nature are much more gay anJ
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P-tths of Reafon. This will certainly happen, if the one
in every Word and Affion affefts tire Charafter of being

R TR e g e ot Al ated by a kind of ft-
v-ae Philofophy, Women by a thoughtlefs Gallantry.
Where the ecautions are not obferved, the Man oftén

Whnerates intoa Cynick, the Woman into a Coquette ;
the Man grows fullen and morofe, the Woman impeiti-

w. «.y co,d.d», Me. »d
Wommen were made as Counterparts to one another, that
<e Painsand Anxieties ofthe Husband mighVv\»
by the Sprightlinefs and Good-humour ofthe Wife Whm
tUil arl rightly tempered. Care and Chearfulncfs go
1Han(_j in I—éa d; andtf ?1 Fasrg_llly, Illée IEIi Ship that is U-

v trimmed,_wants neither Sail nor Balla.t. . . ’
ANATURAL Klllor?ans obferve, (f%rwhllft I amin
the Country I muft fetch my Allufions fromthence) That
only themL Birds have Voicesj That their Songs begin
a little before Breeding-time, and enda little after, That
whilft the Heniis covering her Eggs, the Male
takes his Stand upon a Neighbourin .
Hearln?; and by that amufesand dn erts hei with
h rSonl during the whole Time of her Sitting.

THIS Contmft among Birds laftsno _
a Brood of young ones arifes fromit; fothat in _
ther’d Kind,the Cares and Fatigues of themarried State, it
I may focall it lie prin |g?\I/I[yu ontheFemale.Onthecon-
uary”asirour Species the ManW the Woman are joined
tcged'ier for Lift, and the mam Burden refts upon the
former. Nature has given all the little Arts of Soothiny
and Blandifhment to the Female, that Ihe m” cheat an
anfmate her Simpanion in a conftant and affiduous Ap-
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were mece With this Variety of Temper, if we obferve
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the Conduft of the fair Sex, we find that they choofe ra-
ther to afl'oeiate themfelves with a Perfon who refembles
them in that light and volatile Humour which is natural
to them, than to fuch as are qualified to moderate and
counter-balance it. It has been an old Complaint, That
the Coxcomb carries it with them before theManofSenfe.
When we fee a Fellow loud and talkative, full ofinfipid
Life and Laughter, we may venture to pronounce him a
female Favourite: Noife and Flutter are fuch Accomplifh-
ments as they cannot withftand. To be lhort, the Paflion
of an ordinary Woman fora Man is nothing elfe but Self-
love diverted upon another Objeft : She would have the
Lover a Woman in every thing but the Sex. | do not
know a finer Piece of Satire on this Part of Womankind,
than thofe Lines of Mr.

Our thoughtlejs Sex is caught by outnxard Form,
And empty Noife, and loves itfelfin Man.

TH IS is aSource of infinite Calamities to the Sex,’
as it frequently joins them to Men, who in their own
Thoughts are as fine Creatures as themfelvesj or if
they chance to be good-humoured, ferve only to difiipate
their Fortunes, inflame their Follies, and aggravate their
Indifcretions.

TH E fame female Levity is no lefs fatal to them after
Marriage than before : It reprefents to their Imagina-
tions the faithful prudent Husband as an honeft traftable
and domeftick Animal; and turns their Thoughts upon
the fine gay Gentleman that laughs, lings, and drelTes fo
much more agreeably.

A S this irregular Vivacity of Temper leads aftray the
Hearts of ordinary Women in the Choice of their Lovers
and the Treatment of their Husbands, it operates with the
fame pernicious Influence towards their Children, who
are taught to accomplifli themfelves in all thofe fublime
Perfeftions that appear captivating in the Eye of their
Mother. She admires in her Son what ihe loved in her
Gallant; and by that means contributes all flie can to
perpetuate her felfin a worthlefs Progeny.

TH E younger/<«”/»<rwasa lively Inftanceofthis fort
of Women. Notwithftanding flie was married to Marcus
Aurelius, one of the greateft, wifeft, and bell of the Roman
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erors, flie thought a’common Gladiator much the
prettier Gentleman ; and had taken fuch Care to accom-
plith her Son commodus according to her own Notions of
a fre Man, that when he afcendcd the Throne of his
Father, he became the moft foolilh and abandoned Ty-
rant that was ever placed at the Head of the Roman
Empire, fignalizing himfelf in nothing but the fighting
of Prizes, and knocking out Mens Brains. As he had no
Tafte of true Glory, we fee him m feveral Medals and
Statues which are 1HI extant of him, equipped like an
Hercules With a Club and a Lion’s Skin.
I have been led into this Speculation by the Charafters
1 have heard ofa Country-Gentkman and his 1*dy, who
do not live many Miles “from SirRo0e r. Wife
is an old Coquette, that is always hankering tfter tte
Diverfions of the Town ; the Husband a morate Ruftick,
that fromns and frets at the Nature of it. The Wife is
over-run with Affeaation, the Husband funk into Bruta-
litv « The Lady cannot bear the Noife of the Larks and
Niehtineales, hates your tedious Summer Days, and is
Eclat die Sight of lliady Woods and purling Streams ;
the Husband wonders how any one can be pleafed with
the Fooleries of Plays and Opéras, and rails irom Morn-
ing. to Nl?ht ateffenced Fopsaniltaudry Courtiers 1 he
Children I're educated in thefe difterent’ Notions of their
Parents The Sons follow the Father about his Grounds,
while the Daughters read Volumes of Love-Letters and
Romances to Their Mother. By this means it comesto
Eafrthat the Girls look upon their Father asa Clown,
d the Boys think their Mother no better than flie

h'o W different are the Lives aiHrijlus zxAHfpatia?
the innocent Vivacit){ of the one is tempered and ~m-
pofedbythe chearful Gravity of pe other. The Wife
grows wife by the Difcourfes’ of the Husbtmd, and he
W_fband got’\-hurrlltcjl)ur’dt by f(’ghe Cor}verfatlon_st oftthe
(e, j  Would ot B o T RIe e B ik

blended in their
CMIdren afddiifufe through the whole Family a per-
petual Spirit of Benevolence. Complacency, and Satife

failion. Saturday,





