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in other Parts of England. For | am informed there
are greater Curiofities in the Northern Circuit than in
the Weftern; and that a Fafliion makes its Progrefs
much flower into Cumberland than into Connwall. |
have heard in particular, that the Steenkirk arrived but
two Monthsago at Nc'wcajlle, and that there are feyeral
Commodes in thofe Parts which are worth taking a
Journey thither to fee.

N° 130. Monday, July 30.

Semperque recentes
ConnjeSiarejuniat presdas,  vinjere rapid.  Virg.

FriendSirRoGER, we few at a little Diftancefrom
us a Troop of Gipfies. Upon the firll Difeovery of
them, my Friend was in fome doubt whether he fliould
notexert the JttJUce o fthe Peacexx'pon fuchaBand of Law-
lefs Vagrants; but not having his Clerk with him, who
is a neceflary Counfellor on thefe Occafions, and fearing
tliat his Poultry might fare the worfe for it, he let the
Thought drop. But at the feme time gave me a particu-
lar Account ofthe Mifehiefs they do in the Country, in
Healing People’s Goods and fpoiling their Servants. If a
foray Piece of Linen hangs upon anHedge, faysSirRocer,
tliey are fure to haveit; if the Hog lofes his Way in the
Fields, it is ten to one but he becomes their Prey ; our
Geefe cannot live in Peace for them j ifa Man profccutes
them with Severity, his Hen-rooft is fure to pay for it;
They generally ftraggle into thefe Parts about this Time
of the Year; and fet the Heads of our Servant-Maids fo
agog for tlusbands, that we do not expeft to have any
Bufinefs done as it fliould be whilft they aie in the Coun-
try. 1 have an honcll Dairy-maid who croffes their Hands
ivith a Piece of Silver every Summer, and never feils be-
ing promifed the handfomefo young Fellow in the Parifh
r - for

n S | was Yefterday riding out in the Fields with my
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for her Pains. Your Friend the Butler hasbeen Fool
enough to be feduced by them ; and, though he is fure to
lofe a Knife, a Fork, or a Spoon every time his Fortune
is told him, generally lhuts himfelfup in the Pantry with
an old Gipfy for above halfan Hour once in a Twelve-
month. Sweet-hearts are the things they live upon, which
they beftow very plentifully upon all thofe that apply
themfelves to them. You fee now and then fome hand-
fom young Jades among them ; The Sluts have very of-
ten white 'l eeth and black Eyes.

SIR RoGER'obferving that I lillned with great At-
tention to his Account of a People who were fo intirely
new to me, told me. That if I would they fhould tell us
our Fortunes. As | was very well pleafed with the
Knight's Propofal, we rid up and communicated ouv
Hands to them. A Caffandra of the Crew, after having
CKamined my Lines very diligently, told me. That I loved
a pretty Maid in a Corner, that | was a good Woman'’s
Man, with fome other Particulars which | do not think
proper to relate. My Friend Sir Roger alighted from
his Horfe, and expofing his Palm to two or three that
flood by him, they crumpled it into all Shapes,.and dili-
gently fcanned every Wrinkle that could be made init;
when one of them, who was older and more Sun-burnt
tLan therell, told him. That he had a Widow in his
Line of Life: Upon which the Knight cried. Go, go,
you are an idle Baggage; and at the fame time fmilcd
upon me. The Gipiy finding he was not difpleafed in
his Heart, toldhim after aferther Inquiry into his Hand,
that his True-love was conftant, and that fhe fhould
dream of him to-night i My old Friend cried Pifh, and
bid her go on. The Gipfy told him that he was a Bat-
chelor, but would notbe fo long; and that he was dearer
to fome Body than he thought; The Knight Hill repeat-
ed, She was an idle Baggage, and bid her goon. Ah Ma-
iler, fays the Gipfy, tliat roguifh Leer of yours makes a
pretty Woman's lleartake; you han’t that Simper about
the Mouth for Nothing— 'I'ne uncouth Gibberiih with
which all this was utter’d like the Darknefs ofan Oracle,
made us the more attentive to it. To be Ihort, the Knight
left the Money with her that he had crolitd her Hand
with, and got up again on his Horfe.

AS



i 82 Spectat or. NO130,

A S we were riding away. Sir Roge r told me, that he
knew feveral fenfible People who believ'd thefe Gipfies
now and then foretold very ftrange things; and for half
an Hour together appeared more jocund than ordinary.
In the Height of his Good-humour, meeting a common
Beggar upon the Road who was no Conjurer, as he went
to relieve him he found his Pocket was pick’d : Thatbeing
a Kind of Palmiftry at whicli this Race of Vermin are
very dextrous.

I might here entertain my Reader with Hiftorical Re*
marks on this idle profligate People, wTio infeU all the
Countries of Europe, and live in the midft of Governments
in a kind of Commonwealth by thcmfelves. But inflead
of entring into Obfervations of this nature, | fti-ill fill
the remaining part of my Paper with a Story which is
ftill frefli in Holland, and was printed in one ofour Month-
Iy Accounts about twenty Yearsago, ‘ As the Irekfchuyt,

or Hackney-boat, which carries PalTengers from Leiden

‘ to Amjlerdam, was putting off, a Boy running along
the Side of the Canal defired to be taken in ; which the
Mailer of the Boat refufed, becaufe the Lad had not
quite Money enough to pay the ufual Fare. An emi-
nent Merchant being pleafed with the Looks of the

* Boy,and fecretly touched withCompaflion towards him,
paid the Money for him, and ordered him to be taken
on board. Upon talking with him afterwards, he found
that he could fpeak readily in three or four Languages,
and learned upon farther Examination that he had been
lloIn away when he was a Child by a Gipfy, and had
rambled ever fince with a Gang of thofe Strollers up
‘1and down feveral Parts of Ewre/e. It happened that
the Merchant, whofc Heart feems to have inclined to-
wards the Boy by a fecret kind of InftiniEl, had him-
felf loft a Child fome Years before. The Parents, after
a long Search for him, gave him for drowned in one
ofthe Canals with which that Country abounds; and
the Mother was fo afflifted at the Lois of a fine Boy,
* who was her only Son, that lhe died for Griefof it.
* Upon laying togetherall Particulars, and examining the
* feveral Moles and Marks by which the Mother ufed to
‘ deferibe the Child when he was firft mifiing, the Boy
proved to be the Sou ofdie Merchant wliofe Heart
‘* had
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