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* had fo unaccountably melted at the Sight of him. The
Lad was very well pleafed to find a Father who"'wM
fo rich, and likely to leave him a good Eftate; the
* Father on the other hand was not a little delighted
to fee a Son return to him, whom he had given for loft,
* with fuch a Strength of Conftitution, Sharpnefs ofUn-
‘ derftanding, and Skill in Languages. Here the printed
Story leaves off; but if | may give Credit to Reports, our
Linguift having receiv'd fuch extraordinary Rudiments
towards a good Education, was afterwards trained up in
every thing-that becomes a Gentleman ; wearing off by
little and little all the vicious Habitsand Pradlices that he
had been ufed to in the Courfe of his Peregrinations :
Nay, it isfaid, that he has fmce been employed in foreign
Courts upon National Bufinefs, with great Reputation to
liimfelfand Honour to thofe who fent him, and that he
has vifited fet'eral Countries as a publick Minifter, in
which he formerly wandered as a Gipfy. C
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T is ufual fora Man who loves Countty Sports to pre-
I ferve the Game in his own Grounds, and divert him-
felf upon thofe that belong to his Neighbour. My
Friend Sir Roger generally goes two or three Miles
from his Houfe, and gets into the Frontiers of his Eftate,
before hebeats about in fearch of a Hare or Partridge, on
purpofe to fpare his own Fields, where he is always lure
of finding Divcrfion when the worft comes to the worft.
By this means the Breed about his Houfe has time toin-
creafe and multiply, befides that the Sport is the more
agreeable where the Game is the harder to come at, .and
where it does not lie fo thick as to produce any Per-
plexity or Confufion in the Purfuit. For thefe Reafons
the Country Gentleman, like the Fox, feldom preys
near his own Home.
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I Kthe fame manner | have madea Month’s”~curfion
out.of the Town, which is the great Fieldof Game for
Sportfmen of my Species, to try my Fortune in the Coun-
try, where | have ftarted feveral Subje”, and hunted
them down, with fome Plcafure to my felf, and | hope
to others. | am here forced to ufe a great deal of Di-
ligencebefore | can fpring any thing to my Mind, where-
as in Town, whilft I am following one Charafter, it is
ten to one but | am croffed in my Way by another,
put up fuch aVariety of odd Creatures inbo”SexM, that
they foil the Scent of one another, and puzzle the Uiace.
Myv ereateft Difficulty in the Country is M find Sport,
and in Town to choofe it. In the mean time as | have
given a whole Month’s Reft to the Ciues oi London and
Wejiminjler, | promife my felf abundance of new Game
upon my return thither.

T is indeed high time for me to leave the Country|
fince | find the whole Neighbourhood begin to grow, very
inquifitivc after my Name and Charafter ; My Love of
Solitude, Tacitumity,, and particular wayof Life, having
raifed a great Curiofity in all thefe Parts.

t h e Notions which liave been framed of me are va-
rious ; fome look upon me as very proud, fome as very
modeft, and fome as very melancholy. Will. Irimble, as
my Friend the Butler tells me, obferving mevery much
alone, and extremely filent when I am in Company, is
afraid L have Killd a Man. The Country People feem
to fufpea me fora Conjurer ; and fome of them hearing
ofthe Vifit which | made to Moll White, will needs have
it that Sir R o GERhas broughtdown a Cunning IVto with
him to cure the old Woman, and free the Country
from her Charms. So that the Charaaer which I go
under in part of the Neighbourhood, is what they here
call a White Witch.

A Tuftice of Peace, who lives about five Miles oft and
is not of Sir Roger’s Party, has it feems faid twice or
thrice at his Table, that he wilhes Sir Roger d”s not
harbour a Jefuit in his Houfe, and that he tlunks tne Gen-
tlemen of the Country would, do very well to ma.ke me
give-fome Account of my felf, j

O N the other fide, fome of Sir Roger's Frlends are

»fr-aid die old Knight is impos’d upon by adeCgning Fc.-
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low, and as they have heard that he converfes very pro-
mifcuoufly when he is in Town, do not know but he has
brought clown with him fome difcarded Whig, that is
fullen, and fays nothing becaufe he is out of Place.

S'U C H is the Variety of Opinions which are here en-
tertained of me, fo that | pafs among fome for a dif-
affeEted Perfon, and among others for a Popifh Pried ;
among fome for a Wizard, and among others for a Mur-
derer ; and all thisfor no other Reafon,that | can imagine-,
but becaufe |1 do not hoot and hollow and make a Noife.
It is true, my Friend Sir Roger tells them That it is
my way, and that | am only a Philofopher ; but this will
not fatisfy them. They think there is more in me than he
difcovers, and that | donothold my Tongue for nothing.

F O R thefe and other Reafons | Ihall fct out for Lon-
don To-morrow, having found by Experience that the
Country is not a Place for a Perfon of my Temper, who
does not love Jollity, and what they call Good-Neigh-
bourhood. A Man that is out of Humour when an un-
expcfted Gueft breaks in upon him, and does not care
for facrificing an Afternoon toevery Chance-comer; that
will be the Mafler of his own time, and the Purfuer of
his own Inclinations, makes but a very unfociable Fi-
gure in thiskind ofLife. | (hall therefore retire into the
Town, if | may make ufeof that Phrafe, and get into the
Crowd again as faft as | can, in order to be alone. |
can there'raife what Speculations | pleafe upon others
v/ithout being obferved my felf, and at the fame time
enjoy all the Advantages of Company with all the Pri-
vileges of Solitude. In the mean while, to finiih the
Month and conclude thefe my rural Speculations, |
fhall hereinferta Letter frommy FriendW i11.Honey-
comb, who has not livedaMonth for thefe forty Years
out of the Smoke of London, and rallies me after his way
upon my Country Life.

Dear Spec.
* T Suppofe this Letter will find thee picking of Dailies,
' or fmelling to a Lock of Hay, or paffmg away thy
* time in fome innocent Country Diverfion of the like
* Nature. I have however Orders from the Club to fufn-

‘ mon thee up to Town, being all of us curfcdly a{lraiq
Ctlwii





