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‘  he is not yet above twenty Years old) i f  his Mother,
‘ whofe Darling he is, will venture hii».

S P E C T A T O R .

‘The humble Petition o f  Benjamin Eafie, Gent. 

She-ixieth,
t >-p H  A  T  it was your Petitioner’s Misfortune to walk 
‘  1  to Hachiey Church laft Sunday, where to his great
‘ Amazementhe met with a Soldier of your own training:
‘  Ihe furls a Fan, recovers a Fan, and goes through the 
‘ whole Exercifeofit to Admiration. This well-managed 
‘ Officer o f yours has, to my knowledge, been the Ruin 
* o f above five young Gentlemen befides my (elf, and ftiil 
‘ goes on laying walle wherefoever (he comes, whereby 
‘ the whole Village is in great Danger. Our humble Re- 
‘ quell is therefore, that this bold Amazon be ordered 
‘ immediately to lay down her Arms, or that you would 
‘  ilTue forth an Order, that we who have been thus in- 
‘ jurcd may meet at the Place of General Rendezvous, 
‘ and there be taught to manage our Snuff-Boxes in fuch 
‘ manner as we may be an equal Match for her ;

R  And your Petitioner Jhall ever Pray, Sec.

135. Saturday, A ugujl

■ Hor.EJi hrevitate opus, ut currat Sententia

Itiave fomewhere read of an eminent Perfon, who 
ufed in his private Offices of Devotion to give Thanks 
to Heaven that he was born a Frenchman : For my 

own part, I look upon it as a peculiar Bleffing that I was 
born an Englijhman, Among many other Reafons, I think 
jny (elf very happy in my Country, as the Language it 
is wonderfully adapted to a Man who is fparing o f his 
Words, and an Enemy to Loquacity.

A  S
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A  S I have frequently reflefted on my good Fortune in 

this Particular, I lhall communicate to the Publick my 
Speculations upon the Englijh Tongue, not doubting but 
they will be acceptable to all my curious Readers.

T H E  Englijh delight in Silence more than any other 
European Nation, i f  the Remarks which are made on us 
by Foreigners are true. Our Difcourfe is not kept up in 
Converfation, but falls into more Paufes and Intervals 
than in our Neighbouring Countries ; as it is obferved, 
that the matter o f our Writings is thrown much defer 
together, and lies in a narrower Compafs than is ufual 
in the Works o f Foreign Authors : For, to favour our 
Natural Taciturnity, when we are obliged to utter our 
Thoughts, we do it in the fhorteft way we are able, and 
give as quick a Birth to our Conceptions as poffible.

T H I S  Humour fhews it felf in feveral Remarks that 
we may make upon the Englijh Language. As firft o f all 
by its abounding in Monofyllables, which gives us an Op­
portunity of delivering our Thoughts in few Sounds. I'his 
indeed takes off from the Elegance o f our Tongue, but at 
the fame time expreffes our Ideas in the readiell manner, 
and confequently anfwers the firfl Defign of Speech better 
than the Multitude o f Syllables, which make the Words 
o f other Languages more Tunable and Sonorous. T he 
Sounds o f our Englijh Words are commonly like thofe o f 
String Mufick, (hort and tranfient, which rife and perilh 
upon a fingle Touch ; thofe of other Languages are like 
the Notes o f Wind Inllruments, fweet and fwelling, and 
lengthen’d out into variety o f Modulation.

1 N  the next place we may obferve, that where the 
Words are not Monofyllables, we often make them fo, as 
much as lies in our Power, by our Rapidity of Pronuncia­
tion j as it generally happens in moll of our long Words 
which are derived from the Latin, where we contftift the 
length of the Syllables that gives them a grave and folemn 
Air in their own Language, to make them more proper 
for Difpatch, and more conformable to the Genius of our 
Tongue. This we may find in a Multitude o f Words, as 
Liberty, Conjpiracy, theatre. Orator, &c.

T H  E fame natural Averfion to Loquacity has of late 
Years made a very confidei-able Alteration in our Lan­
guage, by clofing in one Syllabic the Termination of our 

I 3 Prxter-
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Pra:terperfeft Tenfe, as in thefe Words dro^um'd, ta lk 'd ,  
arri’v'd, for drowned, walked, arri<ved, which has very 
much disfigured the Tongue, and turned a tenth part o f 
our fmootheft Words into fo many Clufters o f Confonants. 
This is the more remarkable, becaufe the want o f Vowels 
in our Language has been the general Complaint o f our 
politefl Authors, who neverthelefs are the Men that have 
made thefe Retrenchments, and confequently very much 
increafed our former Scarcity.

T H I S  Reflexion on the Words that-end in ed, I have 
heard in Converfation from one of the greateft Genius’s 
this Age has produced. I think we may add to the fore­
going Obfervation, the Change which has happened in our 
Language, by the Abbreviation of feveral Words that are 
terminated in eth, by fubftituting an s in the room of the 
lafl; Syllable, as in drowns, walks, arrives, and innume­
rable other Words, which in the Pronunciation of our 
Pore-fathers were drowneth, walketh, arrivetb. This has 
wonderfully multiplied a Letter which was before too fre­
quent in the Englifi Tongue, and added to that biffing m. 
our Language, which is ^<en fo much Notice of by Fo­
reigners ; but at the fame time humours our Taciturnity,, 
and eafes us o f many fuperfiuous Syllables.
. I  might here obferve, that the fame Angle Letter on. 

many Occallons does the Office of a whole Word, and re- 
preients the His and Her o f our Fore-fathers. There is no 
doubt but the Ear of a Foreigner, which is the bell Judge 
in this Cafe, would very much difapprove of fuch Inno­
vations, which indeed we do our felves in fome meafure, 
by retaining the old Termination in W riting, and in all 
the folemn Offices o f our Religion.

A  S in the Inftances I have given we have epitomized 
many of our particular Words to the Detriment o f our 
T on gu e fo on other Occafions we have drawn two 
Words into one, which has likewife very much untuned 
our Language, and clogged it with Confonants, as mayn't, 
can't,/han't, won't, and the like, for may not, can not, 
/hall not, w ill  not, &c.

I T  is perhaps tliis Humour o f fpeaking no more than 
we needs mull, which has fo miferably curtailed fome of 
our W'ords, that in fiuniliar Writings and Converfations 
tliey often lofe all but their firfl Syllables, as in mob. rep.

pps.
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pos. incog, and the like j and as all ridiculous Words make 
their firft Entry into a Language by familiar Phrafes, I dare 
not anfwcr for thefc that they will not in time be looked 
upon as a part o f our Tongue. W e fee feme of our Poets 
have been fo indifereet as to imitate Hudibras'% Doggrel 
Expreffions in their ferious Compofitions, by throwing 
out the Signs o f our Subllantives, which are effential to 
the Englijh Language. N ay, this Humour o f Ihortning 
our Language had once run fo Sir, that fome of our cele­
brated Authors, among whom we may reckon Sir Roger 
L'Ejh-a/ige in particular, began to prune their Words o f 
all fupernuous Letters, as they termed them, in order to 
adjuft the Spelling to the Pronunciation; which would 
have confounded all our Etymologies, and have quite de- 
llroye4 our Tongue.
• W  E  may here likewife obferve that our proper Names, 
when femiliarized in Englijh, generally dwindle to Mo- 
nofyllables, whereas in other modern Languages they 
receive a fofter Turn on this Occalion,by the Addition o f 
a new Syllable. Nick in Italian is Nicoliui, Jack  in 
French J a n o t; and fo o f the reft.

T H E R E  is another Particular in our Language 
which is a great Inftance o f our Frugality of Words, and 
that is the fuppreffing of feveral Particles which muft be
produced in otlier Tongues to make a Sentence intelligi 
b le ; This often perplexes the bell Writers, when they
find the Relatives •whom, •which, or they, at their Mercy 
whether they may have Admiflion or not j and will ne­
ver be decided till we have fomething like an Academy', 
that by the beft Authorities and Rules drawn from the 
Analogy o f Languages fliall fettle all Controverfies be­
tween Grammar and Idiom.

I have only confidered our Language as it Ihews the Ge­
nius andnatund Temper o f the which is modeft,
thoughtful and fmcere, and which perhaps may recom­
mend the People, tliough it has fpoiled the Tongue. W e 
might perhaps carry the fame Thought into other Lan- 
gu.ages,anddeducea great Part of what is peculiar to them 
from the Genius o f the People who fpeak them. It is cer­
tain, the light talkative Humour of die French has not a 
little infedled theirTongue, which might be Ihewn by ma- 
Uy Inftances j as the Genius o f the Indians^ which is fo 

I  4  much
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