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138. Wednefday, Augufi 8,

Vtitur in re non Diibia tejithus non necejfariis. Tull.

ON  E meets now and then with Perfons who are ex­
tremely learned and knotty in expounding clear 
Cafes. 7uUy tells us of an Author that fpent fome 

Pages to prove that Generals could not perform the 
great Enterprifes which have made them fo illuftrious, 
i f  they had not had Men. He alTertcd alfo, it feems, that 
a Miniller at home, no more than a Commander abroad, 
could do any thing without other Men were his Inftru- 
ments and Affiftants. On this Occafion he produces 
the Example o f The?n!Jiocles, Pericles, Cyrus, and j^lex- 
ander himfelf, whom he denies to have, been capable 
of effcdling what they did, except they had been fol­
lowed by others. It is pleafant enough to fee fuch Per­
fons contend without Opponents, and triumph without 
V iftory.

T H E  Author above-mentioned by the Orator is placed 
for ever in a very ridiculous Light, and we meet every 
D ay in Converfatlon fuch as deferve the fame kind of 
Renown, for troubling thofe with whom they converfc 
with the like Certainties. The Perfons that I  have al­
ways thought to deferve the highell Admiration in this 
kind are your ordinary Story-tellers, who are molt reli- 
gioully careful of keeping to the Truth in every particu- 
Hr Circumftance of a Narration, whether it concern the 
main End, or not. A  Gentleman whom I had the Ho­
nour to be in Company with the other Day, upon fome 
Occafion that he was pleas’d to take, faid. He remem- 
bred a very pretty Repartee made by a very witty Man 
in King Charles's time upon the like Occafion. I remem­
ber (faid he, upon entring into the Tale) much about 
tlie time of Oats's Plot, that a Coulin-German of mine 
and I were at the Bear in Holbourn : N o, I am out, it 
was at the Cro/s-Keys; but J a c i  Photnffon was there,

foi

Ayuntamiento de Madrid



u

N® 138. S P E C T  A T  O R .  2 0 p

for he was verjr great with the Gentleman who made the 
Anfwer. But I  am fure it was fpoken fomewhere there­
abouts, for we drank a Bottle in that Neighbourhood 
every Evening : But no matter for all that, the thing is 
the fame; but -----------

H  E was going on to fettle the Geography o f the Jell 
when I left the Room, wondering at this odd turn of 
Head which can play away its Words, with uttering no­
thing to thePurpofe, Hill obferving its own Impertinen­
ces, and yet proceeding in them. I do not queJlion but 
he informed the reft ol his Audience, who had more Pa­
tience than J, o f  the Birth and Parentage, as well as the 
Collateral Alliances o f his Family, who made the Re­
partee, and o f him who provoked him to it.

I T  is no fmall Misfortune to any who have a juft V a­
lue for their Tim e, when this Quality of being fo very 
circurnftantial, and careful to be exadl, happens to Ihew 
it felf in a Man whole Quality obliges them to attend his 
Proofs, that it is now D ay, and the like. But this is aug­
mented when the fame Genius gets into Authority, as it 
often does. N ay, I  have known it more than once af- 
cend the very Pulpit. One o f this fort taking it in his 
Plead to be a great Admirer o f D r. Tillotfon and Dr. Be- 
•veridge, never failed o f proving out o f thafe great Au­
thors Things which no Man living would have denied 
him upon hisownlingle Authority. One D ay, refolving 
to come to the Point in hand, he faid. According to that 
excellent Divine, I will enter upon the Matter, or in 
his Words, in his fifteenth Sermon of the Folio Edition, 
Page 160.

I  Jhall briefly explain the Words, and then confider the 
Matter cositained in them,

T H I S  honeft Gentleman needed not, one would 
think, ftrain his Modefty fo far as to alter his Defign of 
Entering upon the Matter, to that o f Briefly explaining. 
But fo it was, that he would not even be contented with 
that Authority, but added alfo the other Divine to 
ftrengthen his Method, and told us. W ith the Pious and 
Learned Dr. Beveridge, Page 4th of his 9th Volume, I  

fl-'nll endeavour to make it as plain as lean from the Words 
vshich 1 have now read,voherein fo r  thatPurpofe vie Jhall

conflder—— .
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I
conjtder------Tliis Wifeacre was reckoned by the Parifh,
who did not underftand him, a moft excellent Preacher; 
but that he read too much, and was fo humble that he 
did not truft enough to his own Parts.

N E X T  to thefe ingenious Gentlemen, who argue 
for what nobody can deny them, are to be ranked a
fort o f People who do not indeed attempt to prove in- 
fignificant Things, but are ever labouring to raife A r­
guments with you about Matters you will give up to 
them without the leaft Controverfy. One of thefe Peo­
ple told a Gentleman who faid he faw Mr. fuch a one go 
this Morning at nine o’ Clock towards the Graw l-Pits, 
Sir, I muft beg your Pardon for that, for tho’ I  am very 
loth to have any Difpute with you, yet I  muft take the 
Liberty to tell you it was nine when I faw him at 
St. James's. When Men o f this Genius are pretty far gone 
in Learning they will put you to prove that Snow is 
white, and when you are upon that Topick can fay that 
there is really no fuch thing as Colour in N ature; in a 
W ord, they can turn what little Knowledge they have, 
into a ready Capacity of raifing Doubts; into a Capacity 
o f  being always frivolous and always unanfwerable. It 
was o f two Bifputants o f this impertinent and laborious 
kind that the Cynick faid, One o f thefe Fellows is Milking 
m Ram, and the other holds the Pail.

T H E  Excrcife o f the Snuff-Box, according to the moft 
fajhionable Airs and Motions, in oppofition to'theExer- 
cife o f  the Fan, w ill  be Taught w ith the bejl plain or per­

fumed Snuff, at Charles Lillie’s Perfumer at the Corner 
^Beaufort-Buildings in the Strand, and Attendance given 
fo r  the Benefit o f the young Merchants about the Exchange 
fo r  two Hours every Day at Noon, Saturdays, at a
Toy-Jhop near Garraway’r Coffee-Houfe. There w ill be 
likevsife Taught T h e Ceremony o f the Snuff-Box, or 
Rules fo r  offering Snuff to a Stranger, a Friend, or a 
Mifirefs, according to the Degrees o f  Familiarity or D i­

fiance •, w ith an Explanation o f the Carelefs, the Scorn­
fu l,  the Politick, and the Surly Pinch, and the Gefiures 
proper ti each o f them.
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