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‘  Flattery, I  acknowledge I do not like fome of your Pa- 
‘  pers; but even there I am readier to call in queftion my 
* own ihallow Underftanding than Mr. S p e c t  a t o r ’ s  
‘  profound Judgment.

1 am. Sir, your already ( and in hopes o f  
beinv more your) obliged Serniant,

P A R T H E N I A .
This lall; Letter is written with fo urgent and ferious an 

A ir, that I cannot but think it incumbent upon me to 
comply with her Commands, which I lhall do very fud- 
denly. T

N® 141. Saturdafy Auguft ii.

Omnis •
• M igravit ab Aure voluptas

Hor.

IN  the prefent Emptinefs o f the Town, I  have feveral 
Applieations from the lower Part o f the Players, to ad­
mit Suffering to pafs for A£ling. They in very oblig­

ing Terms defire me to let a Fall on the Ground, a Stum­
ble, or a good Slap on the Back, be reckoned a Jeft. Thefe 
Gambols I ftiall tolerate for a Seafon, becaufe I hope the 
Evil cannot continue longer than till the People o f Condi­
tion and Tiifte return to Town. T he Method, fome time 
ago, was to entertain that Part o f the Audience who have 
no Faculty above Eyefight, with Rope-Dancers and Tum- 
b’ers ; which was a way difcreet enough, becaufe it pre­
vented Confufion, and diftinguilhed fuch as could fhcw all 
the Poftures which the Body is capable of, from thofe who 
were to reprefent all the Paffions to which the Mind is 
fubjeft. But tho’ this was prudently fettled, C0rp0re.1l and 
Intelleftual Aftors ought to be kept at a Hill wider Diftance 
than to appear on the fame Stage at a l l ; For which Rea- 
fon I mull propofc fome Methods for the Improvement 
o f the Bear-Garden, by difmiffing all Bodily Adors to 
that Quarter.

I N  Cafes o f greater moment, where Men appear in 
Publick, the Coniequcncc and Importance of the thing 
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can bear them out. And tho’ a Pleader or Preacher is 
Hoarfe or Aukward, the weight of their Matter commands 
Refoeft and Attention; but in Theatrical Speaking, if the 
Performer is not exedly proper and graceful, he is utter­
ly ridiculous. In Cafes where there is little elfe cxpeaed, 
but the Pleafure of the Ears and Eyes, tire leaft Diminution 
of that Pleafure is the higheft Offence. In ading, b.-irely 
to perform the Part is not commendable, but to be the 
leak out is contemptible. .To avoid thefc DifficulMs and 
Delicacies, I am infonned, that while I was out ofTovvn, 
the Aftors have flown in the Air, and play d fuch I ranks, 
and run fuch Hazards, that none but the Servants of the 
Fire Office, Tilers and Mafons, could have been able to 
perform the like. The Author of the following letter, 
it feems has been of the Audience at one of theie Enter­
tainments, and has accordingly complained to me upon 
i f  but I think he has been to the utmofl: degree fevere 
arainfl: what is exceptionable in the Play he mentions, 
without dwelling fo much as he might have done on the 
Author’s moft excellent Talent of Humour. Phe plea- 
fant Piaureshehasdrmvn of Life, fliould have been more 
kindly mentioned, at the fame time that he baniflies h.s 
WitcL, who arc too duU Devils to be attack d with fo 
much Warmth.

Mr. Spectator,
* T T P O N a Report that Moll White had followed yon 
‘ V J  to Town, and was to aft a Part in the Lancojhire- 
‘ Witches, I went laft Week to fee that Phy. It was my 
‘ Fortune to fit next to a Country Jufiice of the Peace,
‘ a Neighbour (as he faid) of Sir Ro c e r’s, who pretended 
‘ to fliew her to us in one of the Dances. There ivas 
‘ Witchcraft enough in the Entertainment almoft to in- 
‘ dine me to believe him; Ben. Joknfin was almoft 
‘ lamed ; young Bullock narrowly faved his Neck; the 
‘ Audience was aftonifticd, and an old Acquaintance of 
‘ mine, a perfon of Worth, whom I would have bowed
* to in the Pit, at two Vards diftance did not know me.
 ̂ ‘ IF you were what the Country People reported you, 
‘ a white Witch, I could have wiffied you had been there
• to have cxercilcd that Rebel of Broomflicks, witli \vhicli
• we were haunted for above tlucc Hours. I  cou d have
»  ̂ ‘ iUlowcd
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‘  allowed them to fet C M  in the Tree, to have feared the 
‘  Sportfmen, plagued the Juftice, and employed honeft . 
‘  Ttagae with his holy Water. This was the proper U fc 
‘  o f them in Comedy, if  the Author had flopped here; but 
‘  I cannot conceive what Relation the Sacrifice o f the 
‘  Black Lamb, and the Ceremonies o f their Worfliip to 
‘  the Devil, have to the Bufinefs o f Mirth and Humour.

‘ T H E  Gentleman who writ this Play, and has drawn 
‘  fome Charafters in it very juflly, appears to have been 
‘  mifled in his Witchcraft by an unwary following the in- 
‘  imitable Skaks/penr. The Incantations in Mackheth have
* a Solemnity admirably adapted to the Occafion of that 
‘  Tragedy, and fill the Mind with a fuitable Horror } be- 
‘ fides, that the Witches are a part o f the Story it fclf, as 
‘  we find it veryparticularly related in Hclior Boetius, from 
‘  whom he feems to have taken it. This therefore is a
* proper Machine where the Bufmefs is dark, horrid, and 
‘  bloody ; but is extremely foreign from the Affair o f Co- 
‘  medy. Subjedls o f this Kind, which are in themfelves 
‘  difagreeable, can at no time become entertaining, but 
‘  by paflmg thro’ an Imarfnation like Shakefpear'i to form
‘  them ; &  which Reafon Mr.
« ..... capable o f imitatmg him.

But Shakefpear’r Magick ceu'd not capp'd he.
Within that Circle none durji ’walk but He.

• I fhould not, however, have troubled you with thefe
* Remarks, i f  there were not fomething elfe in this Co- 
‘ medy, which wants to be exorcifed more than the 
‘  Witches; I mean the Freedom of fome Paffages, which 
‘  I fhould have overlooked, i f  I had not obferved that thofe 
‘  Jefts can raife the loudefl Mirth, though they are painful 
‘  to right Senfe, and an Outrage upon Modefly.

‘ W E  muft attribute fuch Liberties to the Tafte o f  that 
‘  Age, but indeed by fuch Reprefentations a Poet facri- 
‘  fices\he bell Part o f his Audience to the worfl ; and, as 
‘  one would think, neglefts tlie Boxes, to write to the 
‘ Orange-Wenches.

‘  I muft not conclude till I have taken notice o f  the ' 
‘  Moral with which this Comedy ends. The two young 
‘  Ladies have given a notable Example o f outwitting 
‘  thofe who had a Right in the Difpofal of them, and mar- 
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