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Rage, own your felf an Offender, beg Pardon, and mal-e 
her new Prefents.

B U  T  I  go too far in reporting only the Dangers in 
beholding the Beauteous, which I dcfign for the Inllrufli- 
on o f the Fair as well as their Beholders; and fliall end 
this Rhapfody with mentioning what I  thought was well 
enough faid o f an ancient Sage to a beautiful Youth, 
whom he faw admiring his own Figure in Brafs. W hat, 
faid the Philofopher, could that Image o f yours fay for 
it  felf i f  it could fpeak ? It  might fay, (anfwered the 
Youth) That it is'very beautiful. And are not youajhamed, 
reply’d the Cynick, to 'value your f e l f  upon that tnly o f  

vhich ‘  ‘ ' ’ “nuhich a Piece o f Brafs is capable ?

N® 145,  T h u r fd a fy  A u g u j i  16.

I
Stultitiam patiuntur opes • Hor.

F the following Enormities are not amended upon the 
firft Mention, I  defire fartlier Notice from my Cor- 
refpondents.

Ms-. S p e c t a t o r ,

T A m  obliged to ysu for your Difcourfe the other 
D ay upon frivolous Difputants, who with great 

Warmth, and Enumeration of many Circumftances and 
Authorities undertake to prove Matters which no Body 
livine denies. You cannot employ your felf more 
ufefuTly than in adjufting the Laws o f Difputation in 
Coffee-houfes and accidental Companies, as well as in 
more formal Debates. Among many other things 
which your own Experience muff fuggeft to you, it 
will be very obliging i f  you pleafe to take notice o f 
Wagcrers. I will not here repeat what Hudibras fays 
o f  fuch Difputants, which is fo true, that it is almoll: 

‘  Proverbial; but (hall only acquaint you with a Set o f 
. young Fellows o f the Inns o f Court, whofe Fathers 
have provided for them fo plentifully, tliat they need

‘  not

K
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not be very anxious to get Law into their Heads for 
the Service of their Country at the Bar ; twt are ol 
thofe who are fent (as the Phrafe of ParenU 
remph to loiow how to keep their own. One  of thele 
Gentifemen is very loud and captious at a Cofiee-houl

■ which I frequent, and being in his Nature
■ with an Humour of Contradiftion, though withal « -
‘ ceflive Ignorant, he has found a way to indulge Uus 
‘ Tempet, go on in Idlenefs and Ignorance, Md,yet 

ftill give himfelf the Air of a very I f  ̂ ned Md 
‘ ing Man, by the Strength of his Pocket. The Misfor-
* tune of the Thing is, I have, as it happens f^etimes,
‘ a greater Stock of Learning than of Money. The uen- 
«: tleman I am fpeaking of, takes Advantage of the Nar-
* rownefs of my Circumllances in fuch a manner, that 
‘  he has read all tliat I can pretend to, ^d  runs me 
‘ down with fuch a pofitive Air, and with fuch
« erfiil Arguments, that from a very l^ e d  Ferlon X 
‘ am thought a mere Pretender. Not longago I was 
‘ relating that I had read fuch a Paffage in up
‘ flarts my young Gentleman in a full Comply, an 
‘ pulling out his Purfe offered to lay me ten G ^ ^ .
* ■ be flaked immediately in that Gentl^an s H^ds,
‘ (pointing to one fmoking at another Table) timt 1 was
* Utterly miftaken. I was Dumb for want often Guineas;
‘ he went on unmercifully to triumph over my I^oranw 
‘ .how to take him up, and told the whole R^m he 
‘ had read ’Tacitus tiventy times over, and fuch a le- 
‘ markable Incident as that could not efcape him. He 
‘ has at this time three confiderable Wagers depending 
‘ between him and fome of his Companions, who are nca 
‘ enough to hold an Argument with him. He h^ five 
‘ Guineas upon Queftions in Geography, two that tuC 
‘ of Wî ht is a Peninfula, and -three Guineas to raie 
‘ that the World is. round.' We have a -Gentleman omes 
‘ to our Coftee-houfe, who deals mightily m Airoqcc 
‘ Scandal; my Difputant has laid him twentj’ P ic^ 
‘ upon a Point of Hiftory, to wit, that C r> r no-er lay 
‘ with Cfl/o’s Sifter, a^is fcandaloufly reported by iome

H E R'E arc (everaJ'of this fort of Fdlows in
‘  Town, whb wager themfdvts intoStatcfmcn.Hillonan*,

Geographerŝ
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Geographers, Mathematicians, and every other A rt, 
when the Perfons with whom they talk have not 

ealth equal to their Learning. J beg o f you to pre­
vent in thefe Youngfters, this compendious W ay to 
Wifdom, which colls other People fo mticli Time and 
Pains, and you will oblige

Your humble Sewaiit^

Coffee-Houfe near the-
Mr. S p e c t a t o r ,  Temple, Aug. 12,  1 71 1 .

H e r e ’s a young Gentleman that fings Opera- 
Tunes or whilUes in a full Houfe. "Pray let 

him know that he has no Right to aft here as i f  he 
were in an empty Room. Be pleafed to divide the Space* 
o f a Publick Room, and certify Whiftlers, Singers, 
and common Orators, that are heard further than 
their Portion o f the Room comes to, that the Law is 
open, and that there is an Equity which will relieve us 
from fuch as interrupt us in our Lawful Difcourfe, as 
much as againfl: fuch as Hop us on the Road. I  take thele 
Perfons, M r. S p e c t a t o r , to be fuch Trefpaflers as 
the Officer in your Stage-Coach, and am of the fiune 
Sentiment with Counfellor Ephraim. It is true the 
young Man is rich, and, as the V ulgar fay, needs not 
care for any Body; but fure that is no Authority for 
him to go whiftle where he pleafes.

I  am, S I R ,  your mojl hutnble Sermant>

P . S. ‘  I have Chambers in the Temple, and here are 
Students that learn upon the Hautboy j pray defire the 
Benchers, that all Lawyers who are Proficients ia 
Wind-Mufick may lodge to the Thatnes.

M r. S p e c t a t o r ,
w  E are a Company o f young Women who pals

our Time very much together, and obliged by 
the mercenary Humour of the Men to be as mercenarily 
inclined as they are. I'here vilits among us an old 
Batchelor wliom each of us had a Mind to. The Fellow 
is rich, snd knows he may have any of us, therefore is 
particular to none, but exceffively ill-bred. His Plea­
santry conlills in Romping, he lhatches Killes by Sur-

‘ prife.

Ayuntamiento de Madrid



N *  14J. ^ h e  S p e c t a t o r . 237
prife, puts his Hand in our Necks, tears our Fans, robs 
us o f Ribbons, forces Letters out o f our Hands, looks 
into any of our Papers, and a Thoufand other Rude- 
neffes. Now what I ’ ll defire o f you is to acquaint him, 
by Printing this, that i f  he docs not marry one o f us 
very fiiddenly, we have all agreed, the next Time he 
pretends to be merry, to affront him, and ufe him like 
a Clown as he is. In the Name o f the Sifterhood I take 
my Leave of you, and am, as they aH are.

Your Conftant Reader and Well-Wijher] 

Mr. S p e c t a t o r ,

I And fevei-al others o f  your Female Readers, have 
conformed our felves to your Rules, even to our 

' very Drefs. There is not one o f us but has reduced our , 
■ outward Petticoat to its ancient Sizable Circumference,
' tlio’ indeed we retain ftill a Quilted one underneath,
' which makes us not altogether unconformable to the 
• Fafhion ; but ’ tis on Condition, M r. S p e c t a t o r  
■ extends not his Cenfure fo far. But we find you Men 

fecretly approve our Praftice, by imitating our Pyra- 
' midical Form. T he Skirt o f  your fafhionable Coats 
' forms as large a Circumference as our Petticoats; as 
' thefe are fet out with Whalebone, fo are thofe with 
= W ire, to increafe and fuftain the Bunch o f Fold that 
‘ hangs down on each Side ; and the Hat, I perceive, is 
‘ decfeafed in juft proportion to our Head-dreffes. W e 
‘ make a regular Figure, but I  defy your Mathematicks 
‘ to give Name to the Form you appear in. Your Archi- 
‘  tefture is mere Gothick, and betrays a worfe Genius 
'  than ours ; therefore if  you are partial to your own 
'  Sex, I ftiall be lefs than I am now T

Tour Humble Servant,

Friday,
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