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* Countries, and reached tlieir Arms from the Ocean to
* the Black Sea; this"huge Mafs of Stone is foftned and
* diffolved as a tender Cloud into Rain. llere Hood the
* African Mountains, and Atlas with his Top above' the
1* Clouds j there was frozen Cauca/us, and idurus, and
* Imaus, and the Mountains ofAJta; and yonder towards
* the North, Itood the Riphrean Hills, clothed in Ice and
* Snow. All thefe are vanithed, dropt away as the
* Snow upon their Heads. Great and marvellous are
* thy Works, juft and true are tly Ways, thou King of
‘ Saints| Hallelujah. " * T

T47.  Saturday, -duguji i8.

Prottuntiatio eft Vocis IA Vttltus isl Geftus moderatU
cum venuftate. Tull.

Mr. Spectator,

h e well reading of the Common-prayer is of {a

great Importance, and fo much neglefled, that

| take the Liberty to offer to your Conlideration
fome Particulars on that Subjeft; And what more avoi-
thy your Obfervation than this ? A thing fo Publick,and
of fo high Confequence. It is indeed wonderful, that the
frequent Exercifeofit fhouldnot make the Performers
ofthat Duty more expert in it. This Inability, as |
conceive, proceeds from the little Care that is taken of
their Reading, while Boys and at School, where when
they are got into Latin, they are looked upon as above
Englijh, the reading of which is wholly neglefted, or
at leaft read to very little purpofe, without any due
Obfervations made to them of the proper Accentand
Manner of Reading; by this means they have acquired
fuch ill Habits aswon’t eafily be removed. The only
way that | know of to remedy this, is to propofe fome
Perfon of great Ability that way as a Pattern for them ;
Example being moll effeftual to convince the Learned,
as well as inftruft the Ignorant.
VoL. H. -L ‘YoU
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YO U mullknow, Sirjl'vebeenaconftant Frequenter
of the Service ofthe Church of EngJand for above
thefe four Years laft paft, and 'till Sunday was Seven-
night never difcovered.to fo great a Degree, theExcel-
lencyofthe Common-prayer. WhenbeingatSt./a;w«’s
Garlick-hill Church, I heardthe Service read fodiftinft-
ly, foemphatically, and fo fervently, that it was next to
an Impoffibility to be unattentive. My Eyes and my
Thoughts could not wander as ufual, but were con-
fin'd to my Prayers; | then confidered laddrcifed my

* felfto the Almighty, and not to a beautiful Face. And
" when | refledled on my former Performances of that
‘ Duty, | found I had run it over asa matter of Form,
‘ in comparifon to the Manner in which | then difcharged
‘it. My Mind was really affeaed, and fervent Wilhes
‘ accompanied my Words. The ConfeiTion was read
* with fuch a rcfigned Humility, the Abfolution with
fuch a comfortable Authority, the Thanklgivings with
fuch a Religious Joy, as made me feel thole Affeftions
of the Mind in a Manner | never did before. To reme-
dy therefore the Grievance above complained of, I
humbly propofe, that this excellent Reader, upon the
next and every Annual Affembly oftlie Clergy of Sio»~
College, and all other Conventions, lhould read Prayers
before them. For then thofe that are afraid of ftretch-
ing their Mouths, and fpoiling their foft Voice, will
learn to Read with Clearnefs, Loudnefs, and Strength.
Others that affed a rakiih negligent Air by folding their
Arms, and lolling on their Book, will be taught a de-
« cent Behaviour, and comely Eredion of Body. Thofe
« that Read fo faftas ifimpatient of theirWork,may learn
K to fpeak deliberately. There is another fort of Perfons
* whom I call Pindar'ick Readers, asbeing confined to no
' fet meafure } thefe pronounce five or fix Words with
< great Deliberation, and the five or fix fubfequent ones
« with as great Celerity ; Tlie firft part ofa Sentencewith
‘ avery exalted Voice, and the latter part with a fubmif-
< five one: Sometimes again with one fort ofa Tone, and
* immediately after with a very different one. Thefe Gen-
* tlemen will learn of my admired Reader an Evennefs of
' Voice and Delivery. And all who arc innocent of thefe
« .Afredations, but read with fuch an Indiffercncy as if
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they did not underhand the Language, may then be in-
formed of the Art of Reading movingly and fervently,
how to place the Emphafis, and give the proper Accent
toeach Word, and how to vary the Voice according to
the Nature ofthe Sentence. There is certainly a very
great Difference between the Reading a Prayer and s
Gazette, which | beg of you to iiiform a Set ofReaders,
whoafft-a, forfooth, a certain Gentleman-like Familia-
rity of Tone, and mend the Language as they go on, cry-
' ing inftead of Pardoneth and Abfolveth, Pardons and
* Abfolves. Thefeare often pretty Clallical Scholars, and
" would think it an unpardonable Sin to read virgil or
" Martialw'wvV folittle Tafte as they do Divine Service.
* THIS Indifferency feemsto metoarife from the En-
" deavour of avoiding the Imputation of Cant, and the
* folie Notionofit. It will ~ proper therefore to trace
‘ the Original and Signification of thisWord. Cantis, by
‘ foroe People, derived from one Andre=w Cant, who,
‘ they fay, was a Presbyterian Miniftcr in fome illiterate
* Part of scotland, who by Exercife and Ufe had obtained
‘ the Faculty, Gift, of Talldngin the Pulpitin fuch
= a Dialeft, that it'sfaid he was underftood by none bat
‘ his own Congregation, and not by all ofthem. Since
‘ Maf. cant's time, it has been underftood in a larger
‘ Senfe, and fignifies all fudden Exclamations, Whin-
* ings, unufual Tones, andin fineall Praying and Preach-
‘ ing, like the unlearned of the Presbyterians. But |
‘ hopeaproper Elevation of Voice, a due Emphafis and
‘* Accent, are not to come within this Defeription : Sa
‘ that our Readers may ftill be as unlike the Presbyterians
* asthey pleafe. The Diflenters (I mean fuchas | h.ave
‘ heard) do indeed elevate their Voices, but it is with
* fuddenjumps from the lower to the higher partofthem;
‘ and that with folittle Senfe or Skill, that their Elevation
‘ and Cadence is Bawling and Muttering. They mtdte
ufe ofan Emphafis, but fo improperly, that it is often
‘ placed on fome very infignificant Particle, as upon if,
‘ orand. Now if thefe Improprieties have fo great
an Effefl on the People, as we fee they have, how
* great an Influence would the Service of our Church,
‘ containing the beft Prayers that ever were compofed,
and that in Terms moft affecting, moft humble, and
L 2 *





