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'  qnence, therefore go where you will be welcome for 
'  being fo.

Your mofi Humble Servant.

: S I  R,
* —1”  H  E Ladies whom yon vifit, think a wife Man the 
‘  X  moll impertinent Creature living, therefore you 
•' cannot be offended that they are difpleafed with you.
'  W hy will you take' pains to appear wife, where you 
‘  would not be the more efteemed for being really fo ?
 ̂ Come to us ; forget the G igglers; and let your Jnclina-

* tion go along with you whether you fpeak or are filent; 
and let all fuch Women as are in a Clan or Sillerhood,

‘ go their own way ; there is no Room for you in that
* Company who are o f the common Talle o f the Sex.

For Women horn to be controlPd 
Stoop to the forvjard and the bold;
AffeSl the haughty, and the proud,
^he gay, the frolick, and the loud. T

V-'j

149. Tuefday^ A ugufl 2 1.

Cut in manu Jit quern ejfe dementem velit,
^ e m  fapere, quern fanari, quern in morbum injici, 
^uem contra amari, quern accerjiri, quern expeti.

Csecil. apud Tull.

T H  E following Letter and my Anfw^r lhall take up 
the prefent Speculation.

Mr. S p e c t a t o r ,
‘ T Am the young Widow o f a Country Gentleman livho 
'  has left me intire Millrefs o f a large Fortune, which 
‘  he agreed to as an Equivalent for the Difference in our 
‘  Years. In thefe Circumllances it is not extraordinary to 
‘  have a Crowd of Admirers j which I have abridged iii 
‘  my own Thoughts, and reduced to a couple o f Candi- 
« d t̂es only, both young, and neither o f them difagree-

‘ able
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able in their Perfons ; according to the common way 
of computing, in one the Eilate more than defeiwes my 
Fortune, in the other my Fortune more tlian defervM 
the Eftate. When I confider the firft, I own I ^  fo 
far a Woman I cannot avoid being dehghted with the 
Thoughts of living great; but then he feems to receive 
fuch z Degree of Courage from the Knowkdge °f w ^

• he has, he looks as if he was going to confer an Obliĝ - 
‘ tion on me; and the Readinefs he accofts me with,
‘ makes me iealous I am only hearing a Repetition of the 
‘ fame things he has faid to a hundred Women before.
‘  When I confider the other, I fee my felf apprMched
‘ with fo much Modefty and Refpea, ^‘ ofhimfelf, as betrays methinks an Affeaion wi hin,
‘ and a Belief at the fame time that he himfelf would be 
‘ the only Gainer by my Confent. What an iinexcep- 

tionablê Husband could I make out of both ! but fince 
‘ that’s impoffible, I beg to be concluded by your Opi- 
« nion; it is abfolutely in your Power to difpofe of 

Tour moft Obedient Servant,
 ̂ Sylvia

Madam, . _
Y OU do me great Honour in your Application to me 

on this important Occafion ; I lhall therefore talk to 
vou with theTendernefs of a Father, in Gratitude for your 
giving me the Authority of one. Y ou do not feem to make 
any great Diftinaion between thefe Gentlemen as to their 
Perfons; the whole Queftion lies upon their Circumllances 
and Behaviour ; If the one is lefs refpeaful becaufe he is 
rich, and the other more obfequious becaufe he is not fo,
' they are in that Point moved by the fame Principle, the 
Confideration of Fortune, and you muft jilace them, m 
each others Circumftances, before you can judge ot their
Inclination. To avoid Confufion in dlfcuffing this Point,
I will call the richer Man Strephon, and the other ̂
If you believe Florio with Strephon'i Eftate would behave 
himfelf as he does now, Fhrio-h certainly your Man; 
but if you think Strephon, were he in Florio'i Condition, 
would be as obfequious as Florio is now, you 
your own fake to choofe Strephon ; for where the Men are 
equal, there is no doubt Riches ought to , j
Preference. After this manner, my dear Child, i wou.d
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have yon abftraft them from their Circumftances.; for 
you are to take it for granted, tliat he who is very hum­
ble only bccaufe Ise is poor, is the very (iime M;m in Ka- 
turc witli liini who is haughty becaufe he is ricli.

W H E N  you have gone thus far, as to confiJer the 
Figure they make tov/ards y o u ; you will pleafe, my 
Dear, next to confider the Appearance you make towards 
thent. I f  they are Men of Dilcerning, they can obferve 
the Motives of your H eart; and Florio can fcc when he 
is difregarded only upon Account o f Fortune, which 
makes you to him a mercenary Creature : and you are 
Hill the fame thing to Strephon, in taking him for his 
Wealth only : You are therefore to confider whether 
you had rather oblige, than receive ait Obligation.

T H E  Marriage-Life is always an infipid, a vexatious, 
or an happy Condition. T he firft is, when two People o f  
no Genius or Talle for themfelves meet together, upon 
fuch a Settlement as has been thought reafonable by Pa­
rents and Conveyancers from an exaft Valuation o f the 
Land and Cafh o f both Parties : In this Cafe the young 
Lady’s Perfon is no more regarded, than the Houfe and 
Improvements in Purchafe o f an Ellate j but (he goes witli 
her Fortune, rather than her Fortune with her. Thefe 
make up the Crowd or Vulgar o f the Rich, and fill up the 
I-umber of human Race, without Beneficence towards 
thofe below them, or Refpeft towards thofe above them ; 
.and lead a defpicable, independent and ufelefs Life, 
without Senfe o f the Laws of Kindnefs, Good-nature, 
mutual Offices, and the elegant Satisfodlions w;hich flow 
from Reafon and Virtue.

T H E  vexatious Life wifes from a Conjundlion o f two 
People o f quick Talle and Refentment, put together for 
Reafons well known to their Friends, in which efpecial 
Care is taken to avoid (what they tliink the chief of 
Evils} Poverty, and enfure to them Riches, with every 
Evil befides. Thefe good People live in a conllant Con- 

:flraint before Company, and too great Familiarity alone; 
when they are within Obfervation they fret at each 

.other’s Carriage and Behaviour ; when alone they revile 
eacli other’s Perfen and C on dufl: In Company they aje 
in a Purg.atory, when.only, together in an f  lell.

T H E

t
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THE happy Marriage is, whiere two Perfons meet 
and voluntarily make Choice of each other, without prin­
cipally regarding or neglefting the Circumftances of For­
tune or Beauty. Thefe may Hill love in ̂ ite of Adverfity 
or Sicknefs ; The former we may in fome meafure de­
fend our iielves from, the other is the Portion of our very 
Make. When you have a true Notion of this fort of Paf- 
fion, your Humour of living great will vanilh out of your 
Imagination, and you will md Love has nothing to do 
with State. Solitude, with the Perfon beloved, has a 
Pleafure, even in a Woman’s Mind, beyond Show or 
Pomp. You are therefore to confider which of your 
Lovers will like you beft undrefs’d, which will bear with 
you moft when out of Humour ; and your Way to this 
is to ask of your felf, which of them you value moft for 
his own Sake ? and by that judge which gives the greater 
Inftances of his valuing you for your felfonly.

AFTER you haveexpreffed feme Senfe of the hum­
ble Approach of Florio, and a little Difdain at Strephon'i 
Affurance in his Addrefs, you cry out. What an unejpeep- 
tionable Huiband could I  make out of both! It would 
therefore methinks be a good Way to determine your 
felf; Take him in whom what you like is not transferable 
to another; for if you choofe other wife, there is no 
Hopes your Husband will ever have what you liked in 
his Rival; but intrinfick Qualities in one Man may very 
probably purchafe every thing that is adventitious in 
another. In plainer Terms; he whom you take for hi<5 
perfonal Pcrfe£lions will fooner arrive at the Gifts of For­
tune, than he whom you take for the fake of his Fortune 
attain to Perfonal Perreftions. If Strephon is not as ac- 
compliih’d and agreeable as Florio, Marriage to you will 
never make him fo; but Marriage to you may make 
Florio as rich as Strephon; Therefore to make a hire 
Purchafe, employ Fortune upon Certainties, but do not 
fecrifice Certainties to Fortune.

T

Tour tnofi Obedient,
Bumble Servant.

Wcdntfday,
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