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150. Wednefday, Auguji 22.

habet infelix paupertas durius in

~uam quod ridiculos hominesfacit Juv.
S | was walkine in my Chambci- the Morning be-
fore. I went laft into the Country, | heard the

Hawkers with great Vehemence crying about a
Paper, entitled, 7he ninety ninePlaeues ofan empty Purfe.
I had indeed fomeTime before obierved, that the Ora-
tors of Gruhfreft had dealt very much in Plague:. They
have already publilhed in the fame Month, 7he Plagues
e f Matrimony, 7he Plagues of afingle Pife, 7he nineteen
Plagues of a Chambermaid, 7he Plagues of a Coachman,
7he Plagues ofa Footman, and P lague ofPlagues. The
Succefs thefe feveral Plagues met with, probably gave
Occafion to the above-mentioned Poem on an emptyPurfe.
However that be, the fame Noife fo frequently repeated
tinder my Window, dreW me infenfibly to think on fome
~Pthofe Inconveniencies and Mortifications which ufu-
ally attend on Poverty, 'and in lhort gave Birth to the
prefect Speculation : For after my Fancy had run over
‘thermoll obvious and common C”amities which Men of
me~” Fortunes are liable to, it defeended to thofe little
TnAilts and Contempts, which tho’ they may feem to
dwindle intonothing when a Man offers to deferibe them,
are perhaps in themfelves more cutting and infupportable
than the former. Jwvenal, with a great deal otHumour
and Reafon tells us, that nothing bore harder upoh a
-poor Manin hisTime, than the continual Ridicule which
his Habit and Drefs afforded tO the Beaus of Rome.

Fluid quod materiam pykbet eaufafquejoeorum
Omnibus hie idem P fifeseda fsffeijfa lacerna,
~bi togafordidjila eft, & ruptd calceus alter
Pelle patet, welfi eonfuto vulnere crajfum
Atque recentlinumoftendit nonuna Cicatrix. Juv.Sat.3.

. Add,
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Add, that the 'Rich havefiill a Gibe in Store,
. Andwjill he monjlrous witty on the Poor :
%lhe torn Surt0l]1t and the tatter d | eft,
Wiretch and all his Wardrobe are a J eft r
The vreafy Gownfully'd ‘with often turning,
Giwes aloodtiinltofay the Man's in Matrmingi
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Tsmlhs Qoorfion that he aftervards adds the Refle-
on which | heve dhafen far my Vatto.

Want is the Scorn of e-v'r TV ‘wealthy Pool,
And Wit In Rags IstunTd to Ridicule. Urya..
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their Age ; and after having mentioned the intire Friend-
fhip between them, concludes. That theyhad butone Mindy
one Purfe, one Chamber, andone Hat. The Men of Buit-
nefs were alfo infefted with a fort of Singularity little
better, than this. I have heard my Father fay, that a
broad-brimm’d Hat, ftiort Hair, and unfolded Handker-
chief, were in his Time abfolutely necelTary to denote a
tiotable Man ; and that he had known two or three who
afpired to the Charafters of very notable, wear Shoe-
ftrings with great Succefs.

T O the Honour of our prefent Age it mull be allow-
ed, that fomeofour greateft Genius’s for Wit and Bujinefi
have almoll intirely broke the Neck of thefe Abfurdities.

VvV 1C TOR, after having difpatched the moll impor-
tant Affairs of the Commonwealth, has appeared at an
Affembly, where all the Ladies have declared him the
genteeleft Man in the Company; and in Atticus, tho’
every way one of the greatell Genius’s the Age has pro-
duced, one fees nothing particular in his Drefs or Car-
riage to denote his Pretenfions to Wit and Learning : So
that at prefent a Man may venture to cock up his- Hat,
and wear a falhionable Wig, without being taken for a
Rake or a Fool.

T H E Medium between a Fop and a Sloven is what a
Man of Senfe would endeavour to keep j yet | remember
Mr. Osborn advifes his Son to appear in his Habit rather
above than below his Fortune; and tells him, that he
will find an handfom Suit of Clothes always procures
fame additional Refpeft. I have indeed my felf obferved
that my Banker ever bows lowell to me wlien | wear my
full-bottom’d W ig; and writes me Mr. or E/q ; accor-
dingly as he fees me drelTed.

I lhall conclude this Paper with an Adventure which
I was my feifan Eye-witnefs of very lately.

| hamened the other Day to call in at a celebrated Cof-
fee-houle near the Temple. | had not been there long
when there came in anelderly Man very meanly dreffed,
and fat down by me; he had a thread-bare loofe Coat on,
which it was plain he wore to keep himfelf warm, and
not to favour his under Suit, v/hich feemed to have been
at leall his Contemporary : His fliort Wig and Hat were
both anfwerablc to the lelt of his Apparel. He was no
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fooner feated than he called for a Difli of Tea; but as
fcveral Gentlemen in the Room wanted other tilings,
the Boys of the Houfe did not think themlelvcs at leifure
to mind him. T could obferve the old Fellow was very
uneafy at the Affront, and at his being obliged to re-
peat his Commands feveral Times to no purpofe; till at
fail one of the Lads prefented him with feme ftale Tea
in a broken Difh, accompanied with a Plate of brown
Sugar; which fo raifed his Indignation, that after feve-
ral obliging Appellations of Dog and Rafcal, he asked
him aloud before the whole Company, he muji be
ufed 'with left Re/feSl than that Fop there ? pointing to a
well-drelTed young Gentleman who was drinking I'ea at
the oppofite Table. The Boy of the Houfe replied with
a great deal of Pertnefs, That his Mailer had two forts
of Cuftomers, and that the Gentleman at the other Table
had given him many a Six-pence for wiping his Shoes.
By this time the young Templar, who found his Honour
concerned in the Difpute, and that the Eyes of the whole
Coffee-houfe were upon him, had thrown afide a Paper
he had in his Hand, and was coming towards us, while
we at the Table made what hafte we could to get a-
way from the impending Quarrel, but were all of us fur-
prifed to fee him as he approached nearer put on an Air
of Deference and Refpea. To whom the old Man faid.
Harkyou. Sirrah, Fllpay offyour extravagantBills once
more; hut 'will take effe3ual Care for the future, that
your Prodigality ffall not fpirit up a Parcel of Rafcals
to infult your Father.

T H d’ | by no means approve either the Impudence
of the Servants or the E.xtravagance of the Son, | Can-
not but think the old Gentlem.an was in fome me.a-
fure juftly ferved for walking in Mafquerade, | mean
appearing in a Drefs fo much beneath his Qu.ality and

Hlate.

Thurfday,





