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has been at one Inftant lharp to fome Man he is forry to
have offended, impertinent to fome one it was Cruelty
to treat with fuch Freedom, ungracefully noify at fuch a
Time, unskilfully open at fuch aTime, unmercifully ca-
lumnious at fuch a Time; and from the whole Courfe
of his applauded SatisfadUons, unable in the End to re-
colleft any Circumftance which can add to the Enjoy-
ment of his own Mind alone, or which he would put
his Charafter upon with other Men. Thus it iswith
thofe who are bell made for becoming Pleafures ; but
how monllrous is it in the Generality of Mankind who
pretend this Way, without Genius or Inclination to-
wards it? The Scene then iswild to an Extravagance :
tills is as if Fools lliould mimick Madmen. Pleafure of
this Kind is the intemperate Meals and loud Jollities of
the common Rate of Country Gentlemen, whofe Prac-
tice and Way of Enjoyment isto putan End as fall as
tliey can to that little Particle of Reafon they have when
they are fober: Thefe Men of Wit and Pleafure difpatch
their Senfes as fall as poffible by drinking till they caii-
not talle, fmoking till they cannot fee, and roring till
they cannot hear.

N® 152. Fridayy Augi®Jl 24.

'O/iicTi) jijo'ii rotaS'i ly avJ'pav. Horn,

h e r e isno fortof People whofe Converfation
T is fo pleafant as that of military Men, who derive

their Courage and Magnanimity fromThought and
Reflexion. The many Adventures which attend their
W.ay of Life makes their Converfation fo full of Inci-
dents, and gives them fo frank an Air in fpeaking of what
they have been WitnelTes of, that no Company can be
more amiable than that of Men of Senfe who are Sol-
diers. There is a certain irregular Way in their Narra-
tions or Difeourfe, which has fomething more Warn&i

an
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and pleafing than \vc meet with among Men, who are
nfed to adjuft and methodize their Thoughts.

| was this Evening walking in the Fields with my Friend
Captain Sestry , and | could not, from the many Re-
lations which | drew him into ofwhat pafied when he
was in the Service, forbear expreffing my Wonder, that
the Fear of Death, which we, thereft of Mankind, arm
eur, fclves againft with fo much Contemplation, Reafon
and Philofophy,. ftiould appe.xr fo little in Camps, that
common Men march into open Breaches, meet oppo-
fue Battalions, not only without Reluflance but with
Alacrity. My Friend anfwered what | faid in the fol-
lowing Manner; * What you wonder at may very natu-
‘ rally be the Subjeft of Admiration to all who are not
* converfant in Camps >but when a Man has fpent fom«
time in that way of Life, he obferves a certain Mecha-
nick Courage which the ordinary Race of Men become
Mafters of from afting always in a Crowd ; They fee in-
deed many drop, but then they fee many more alive ;
they obfeiwe themfelves efcape very narrowly, and
they do not know why they fhould not again. Befides
w'hich general way ofloofc thinking, they ufually fpend
the other Part of their Time in Pleafures upon which
their Minds are fo intirely bent, that fhprt Labours or
Dangers are but a cheap Purchaf”of Jollity, Triumph,
Viftory, frelh Quarters, ne\tt Scenes, and uncomnion
Adventures. Such are the '~Jfoughts of the Executive
Part ofan Army, and indeed of the Grofs of Mankind
in general, but none of thefe Men of Mechanical Cou-
rage have ever made any great Figure in the Profef-
fion of Arms. Thofe who are formed for Command,
are fuch as have reafoned themfelves, out of a Confide-
ration of greater Good than Length of Days, into fuch
aNegligence of their Being, as to make it their firft Po-
fition. That itis one Day to be refigned ; and fmee it
is, _inthe Profecution ofworthy Aaions andService of
Mankind they can put it to habitual Hazard. The
Event of our Defigns, they fay, as it relates to others,
is uncertain ; butas it relates to our felves it muft be
profperous, while we are in the Purfuit of our Duty,
and within the Terms upon which Providence has en-

J fured our Happinefs, wliether we die or live. All that
* Nature
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Nature has prefcribed muft be good; and as Death is
natural to us, it is Abfurdity to fear it. Fear lofes
its Purpofe when we are fure it cannot preferve us,
and we ihould draw Refoliition to meet it from the Im-
' poffibility to efcape it. Without a Refignation to the
" Neceffity ofdying, there can be no Capacity in Man to
‘ attempt any thing that is gloriousj but when they have
once attained to that Pcrfedlion, the Pleafures of a
~ Life fpent in Martial Adventures, are as great as any
* of which the human Mind is capable. The Force of
* Reafon gives a certain Beauty, mi.xed- with the Con-
‘ fcience of well-doing and Third; of Glory, toall which
* before was terrible and ghaftly to the Imagination.
‘ Add to this, that the Fellowlhip of Danger, the com-
‘ moh good of Mankind, the general Caufe, and the
* manifefl; Virtue you may obferve in fo many Men, who
‘ made no Figure till that Day, are fo many Inccn-
‘ lives to deftroy the little Confideration of their own
‘ Perfons. Such are the Heroick Part of Soldiers
‘ who are qualified for Leaders: As to the reft whom
‘| before fpoke of, | know not how it is, but they ar-
‘ rive atacertain Habit ofbeing void of Thought, info-
< much that on Occafion of the moft imminent Danger
‘ they-are ilill in the fame Indifference. Nay | remem-
* be an Inftance of a gay Frenchman, who was led on
‘in Battle by a fuperior Officer, (whole Condufl it
* was his Cuftom to fpeak ofalways with Contempt and
‘ Rallery) and in the Beginning of the Aftion received
a Wound he was fenfible was mortal; his Reflexion
* on this Occafion was, | 'wijh | amid lime another Hour,
* tofeehow this blunderingCoxcombnnillget clear ofthis
Bufmefs.
‘1 remember two young Fellows who rid in the fame
* Squadron ofa Troop of Horfe, who were ever toge-
‘ ther, they cat, they drank, they intrigued; in aWord,
all their Paflions and Affeflions feemed to tend the fame
‘ Way, and they appeared fcrviceable to each other in
‘ them. We werein the Dusk ofthe Evening to rharch
‘ over aRiver, and the Troop thefe Gentlemen belong-
‘* ed fo were to be franfported in a Ferry-boat, as fall as
s thcycould. OneoftheFriendswasnowintheBoat,while
' the other was drawn up with others by the Water-fide

. * waiting
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waiting the Return ofthe Boat. A Difordcr happenedin
the Paflageby an unruly Horfe ; and a Gentleman who
had the Rein ofhis Horfe negligently under his Arm,
was forced into the Water by his Horfe's jumping o-
ver. The Friend on the Shore cry’d cut. Who'sthat is
drowned trow ? He was immediately anfwered. Your
Friend Harry Thompfon. He very gravely reply’d. Ay he
had a mad Horfe. 7 Jiis fliort Epitaph from fuch a Fa-
miliar without more Words, gave me at that Time
under Twenty, a very moderate Opinion ofthe Friend-
Ihip of Companions. Thus is Affeftion and every o-
ther Motive of Life in the Generality rooted out by
the prefect bufy Scene about them: they lament no
Man whofe Capacity can be fupplied by another ; and
where Men converfe without Delicacy, the next Man
you meet will ferve as well as he whom you have lived
with half your Life. To fuch the Devaftation of
Countries, die Mifcry of Inhabitants, the Cries of the
Pillaged, and the filent Sorrow of the great Unfortu-
nate, are ordinary Objedls j their Minds are bent upon
the little Gratifications of their own Senfes and Appe-
tites, forgetful of Compaffion, infenfible of Glory,
avoiding only Shamej their whole Heart’s taken up
with the trivial Hope of meeting and being merry.Thtfe
are the People who make up the Grofs of the Soldiery;
But the fine Gentleman in that Band of Men, is fuch a
One as | have now in my Eye, who is foremoft in all
Danger to which he is ordered. His Officers are his
Friends and Companions, as they are Men of Honour
and Gendemen; the private Men his Brethren, as they
are ofhis Species. He is beloved of all that behold
him: They wifti him in Danger as he views their
Ranks, that they may have OciSlions to fave him at
their own Hazard. Mutual Love isthe Order of the
Files where he commandsj every Man afraid for him-
felf and his Neighbour, not left their Commander
ftiould puniffi them, but left he ftiould be oflTended.
Such is his Regiment who knows Mankind, and feels
their Diftrefles fo far as to prevent them. Juft in dif-
tribudng what is their Due, he would think himfelf
below their Tailor to wear a Snip of their Clothes in
Lace upon his own; and below the moft rapacious
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