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‘  Agent, fhould he enjoy a Farthing above his own Pay. 
‘  Go on, brave Man, immortal Glory is thy Fortune, and 
* immortal Happinefs thy Reward. T

*53- Saturday  ̂ 25.

Hahet natura ut aliarttm omnium rerum Jic njinjendt mo- 
dum ; fenellus autempcrailio j^ ta tis ejl tanquam Fabu- 
l<c. Cujusdefatigationem fugere dcbemusprafertim ad- 

junild  Satietate. Tull. DeSenec.

O F all the Impertinent Wiflies which we hear expref- 
fed in Converfation, there is not one more unwor­
thy a Gentleman or aMan ofliberal Education,than 

that of wilhing one’s felf younger. I have obferved this 
W ifli is ufually made upon Sight o f fome Objedl: which 
gives the Idea o f a part Adlion, that it is no Dilhonour to 
us that we cannot now repeat; or elfc on what was in 
it felf fhameful when we performed it. It is a certain 
Sign of a foolifh or a dilToIute Mind i f  we want our 
Youth again only for the Strength o f Bones and Sinews 
which we once were Mafters of. It is (as my Author 
has it) as abfurd in an old Man to wiih for the Strength 
o f  a Y  outh, as it would be in a young Man to wifli for 
the Strength o f a Bull or a Horfe. Thefe Wilhes are both 
equally out of Nature, which Ihould direft in all things 
that are not contradiftory to Juftice, Law and Reafon. 
But tho’ every old Man has been young, and every 
young one hopes to be old, there feems to be a moft un­
natural Mifunderftanding between thofe two Stages o f 
Life. This unhappy Want o f Commerccarifes from the 
infolent Arrogance or Exultation in Youth, and the irratio­
nal Defpondence or Self-pity in Age. A  young Man 
whofe Paflion and Ambition is to be good and wife, and 
an old one who has no Inclination to be lewd or de­
bauched, are quite unconcerned in this Speculation ; but
the Cocking young Fellow who treads upon the Toes 
o f  his Elders, and the old Fool who envies the fancy
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Pride .he fees him in, are the Objefts o f our prefent 
Contempt and Derifion. Contempt and Denfion are 
harfli Words s but in what manner can one give Advice 
to a Youth in die Pu'rfuit and PolTefliont)f lenfual Plea- 
fures, or afford Pity to an old Man in the Impotence 
Defire of Enjoying them ? When young Men in pubhck 
Places betray in their Deportment an abandoned Re- 
fignation to their Appetites, 'they give to fol^r Minds a 
Profpeft o f a defpicable Age, which, i f  not interrupted 
hv Death in die midll o f their Follies, muft certainly 
come. When an old Man bewails the Lofs o f fuch 
Gratifications which are paffed, he difcovws a mon f̂trous 
Inclination to that which it is not in the Courfe o f Pro­
vidence to recal. The State of an old Man, who is dif- 
fatisfy’ d merely for his being fuch, is die moll out of aU 
Mcafures o f Reafon and good Senfe o f any Being we 
have any Account of from the highed Angel to the 
lowed Worm. How miferable is the Contemplation to 
confider a libidinous old Man (while all Cr^ted^ thmgs, 
befides himfelf and Devils, are following the Order o f  
Providence) fretting at the Courfe o f things, and being 
almoil the foie Malecontent in the Creation. But let us 
a  little reflea upon what he has loft by die number o f 
Y ears: The PaiTions which he had m .Youth are npt to 
be obeyed as they were then, but Reafon is more pow­
erful now- without the Difturbance o f them. A ”  
Gentleman t’other day in Difcourfe with a Frien^ ofhis 
(refleaing upon fome Adventures they had m Youth to­
gether) cry’dout,OA Jack,th,fc happy Day:! That u  
true, reply’d his Friend, but methinks <we go about our bu- 
finefs more quietly than ’we did then. One would think 
I t  ihould be no fmall Satisfadion to have gone fo far m 
our Tourney that the Heat o f the Day is over with us. 
When Life it felf is a Fever, as it is in liwntious 
Youth, the Pictures of it are no other than me Dreams 
o f  a Man in that Diftemper, and it is as abfurd W wifh 
the Return o f that Seafon of Life, as for a Man m Health 
to be forry for the Lofs o f  gilded Pidaces, fiury Walks, 
and flowery Failures, with which he remembers he 
was entertained in the troubled Slumbers of a Fit o f 
Sicknefs.
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fent A  S to all the rational and worthy Pleafures o f our Be­

ing, the Confcience of a good Fame, the Contemplation of 
another Life, the Refpecl and Commerce o f honell Men, 
our Capacities for fuch Enjoyments are enlarged by Years. 
While Health endures, the latter Part of Life, in the Eye 
o f Reafon, is certainly the more eligible. The Memory o f 
a well-fpcnt Youth gives a peaceable, unmixed, and ele­
gant Pleafure to the M ind; and to fuch who are fo unfor­
tunate as not to be able to look back on Youth with Satif- 
faiflion, they may give themfelves no little Confolation 
that they are under no Temptation to repeat tlieir Follies, 
and that they at prefent defpife them. It was prettily laid, 
‘  He that would be long an old Man, mull begin early to 
‘  be one It is too late to refign a thing after a Man is 
robbed of it j therefore it is necelTary that before the A r­
rival o f Age we bid adieu to the Purfuits o f Youth, other- 
wife fenfual Habits will live in our Imaginations when 
our Limbs cannot be fubfervient to them. The poor 
Fellow who loft his .Arm laft Siege, will tell you, he feels 
the Fingers that were buried in Flanders ake every cold 
Morning at Chelfca.

T H  E fond Humour of appearing on the gay and fit- 
lliionable World, and being applauded for trivial Excel­
lencies, is what makes Youth have Age in Contempt, and 
makes Age refign with fo ill a Grace the Qualifications o f 
Youth ; But this in both Sexes is inverting all things, and 
turning the natural Courfe o f  our Minds, which Ihould 
build their Approbations and Diflikes upon what Nature 
and Reafon diilate, into Chimera and Confufion.

A  G  E in a virtuous Perfon, o f either Sex, carries in it 
an Authority which makes it preferable to all the Pleafures 
o f Youth. I f  to be fainted, attended, and confulted with 
Deference, are Inftances ofPleafure, they are fuch as ne­
ver fiiil a virtuous old Age. In the Enumeration o f the Im- 
perfe£lions and Advantages of the younger and later Years 
o f Man, they are fo near in their Condition, that, me- 
thinks, it Ihould be incredible we fee fo little Commerce 
o f Kindnefs between them. I f  we confider Youth and 
Age with Tully, regarding the Afiinity to Death, Youth 
has many more Chances to be near it than Age j what 
Youth can fay more than an old Man, ‘  He lliall live ’ till 

Night ? ’ Youth catches Diftempers more eafily, its Sick-
V om  II . M  '  nefs
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