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Jn mala •
• He nuga feria  ducunt

Hor,

IH  A V  E more than once taken notice o f an indecent I,i- 
cence taken in Difcourfe, wherein the ConverlatioB 
on one Part is involuntary, and the Efieft o f fome ne. 

celTary Circumftar.ee. This happens in travelling toge­
ther in the lame hired Coach, fitting near each other 
an any publick Alfembly, or the like. I  have, upon mak- 
ang Obfervations o f this fort, received innumerable Mef- 
iages frorp that Part of the fair Sex whofe Lot in Life is to 
l e  o f any Trade or publick W ay o f  Life. They are all 
10 a Woman urgent with me to lay before the World tlie 
unhappy Circumftances they are under, from the unrea- 
ibnable Liberty which is taken in their Prefence, to talk° 
on what Subjeft it is thought fit by every Coxcomb who 
ivants Underftanding or Breeding. One or two o f theft 
,Complaints I  lhall mt down.

M r. S p e c t a t o r ,
I"* T Keep a Cofiee-houfe, and am one o f thofe whom you 
I** X  have thought fit to mention as an Idol fome time 
I* ago. I  fuffered a good deal o f Rallery upon that Occa- 
{• lion; but lhall heartily forgive you, who are the Caufe 
*  o f  it, i f  you will do me Jultice in another Point. W hat 
*  I  ask of you, is, to acquaint my Cuftomers (who are 
I* otherwife very good ones) that 1 am unavoidably hafped 
•  in my Bar, and cannot help hearing the improper Dif- 
•  courfes they are pleafed to entertain me with. T hey 
* ftrive who lhall lay the moll immodell Things in my 
* Hearing. A t the lame time half a dozen o f them loll at 
• the Bar Haring juft in my Face, ready to interpret my 
* Looks and Geftures according to their own Imaginati- 
‘  ons. In this paflive Condition I know not where to caft 
‘  my Eyes, place my Hands, or what to employ my felf in i 
* But this Confiifion is to be a Jell, and I hear them fay in
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the End, with an infipid A ir o f Mirth and Subtlety, I.et 
her alone, flie knows as well as we, for all Ihe looks fo. 
Good M r. S p e c t a t o r , perfuade Gentlemen that it is 
out o f all Decency; Say it is poffiblea Woman may be 
modeft, and ye"t keep a Publick Houfe. Be pleafed to ar­
gue, that in Truth the Affront is the more unpardon­
able becanfe I am oblig’d to fuffer it, and cannot fly 
from it. I do affure you. Sir, the Chearfulnefs o f Life 
which would arife from the honeft Gain I have, is 
utterly loft, to me, from the endlefs, flat, impertinent 
Pleafantries which I  hear from Morning to Night. In 
a W ord, it is too much for me to bear; and I defire 
you to acqumnt them, that I will keep Pen and Ink 
at the Bar, and write down all they fay to me, and fend 
it to you for the Prefs. I t  is poflible when they fee ho w 
empty what they fpeak, without the Advantage o f aji 
impudent Countenance and Gefture, will appear, they 
may come to fome Senfe o f themfelves, and the Infula 
they are guilty o f towards me. I  am,

S I R ,
Tour moji bumble Servant,

T h e  IdcJL

T H I S  Reprefentation is fo juft, that it is hard to fpeak 
of it without an Indignation which perhaps would appear 
too elevated to fuch as can be guilty o f this inhuman Treat­
ment, where they fee they affront a modeft, plain, and 
ingenuous Behaviour. This Correfpondent is not the only 
Sufferer in this kind, for I have long Letters both from 
the R y a l and Nevi-Exchange on the fame Subje£l..They 
tell me that a young Fop cannot buy a Pair o f Gloves, but 
he is at the fame time ftraining for fome ingenious Ribal­
dry to fay to the young Woman who helps them on. I t  
is no fmall Addition to the Calamity, that the Rogues buy 
as hard as the plaineft and modefteft Cuftomers they have ; 
befides which they loll upon their Counters half an Hour 
longer than they need, to drive away other Cuftomers, 
who are to (hare their Impertinencies with the Milliner, 
or go to another Shop. Letters from 'Change-Alley are full 
o f the fame Evil, and the Girls tell me except I  can chafe 
fome eminent Merchants from their Shops they lhall in a 
fliorc Time iail. It h  very unaccountable, that Men can 
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have fo little Deference to all Mankind who pafs by them, 
as to bear being feen toying by two’s and three’s at a time, 
with no otlier Purpofe but to appear gay enough to keep 
up a light ConverCation of common-place Jells, to the In­
jury of her whofe Credit is certainly hurt by it, tho’ their 
own may be ftrong enough to bear it. When we come 
to have exaft Accounts of thefe Converfations, it is not to 
be doubted but that their Difcourfes will raife the ufual 
Stile o f buying and felling: Inllead of the plain down­
right lying, and asking anS bidding fo unequally to what 
they will really give and take, we may hope to have from 
thefe fine Folks an Exchange o f Compliments. There muft 
certainly be a great deal of pleafant Difference between 
the Commerce o f Lovers, and that of all other Dealers, 
who are, in a kind, Adverfaries. A  fealedBond, or aBank 
Note, would be a pretty Gallantry to convey unfeen into 
the Hands of one whom a Diredor is charmed with ; 
otherwife the City-Loiterers are dill more unreafonable 
than thofe at the other End of the Town : A t the Neni} E x ­
change they are eloquent for want of Cafh, but in the C ity 
they ought with Cafh to fupply their want o f Eloquence.

1 F one might be ferious on this prevailing Folly, one 
might obferve, that it is a melancholy thing, when the 
W orld is mercenary even to the buying and felling our ve­
ry  Perfons, that young Women, tho’ they have never fo 
great Attradions from Nature, are never the nearer being 
happily difpofed of in Marriage •, I fay, it is very hard un­
der this Neccflity, it lhall not be pollible for them to go 
into a way of Trade for their Maintenance, but their very 
Excellencies and perfonal Perfedions lliall be a Difadvan- 
tage to them, and fubjed them to be treated as i f  they 
flood there to fell their Perfons to Proflitution. There can­
not be a more melancholy Circumftance to one who has 
made any Obfervation in the World, than one of thofe er­
ring Creatures expofed to Bankruptcy .When that happens, 
none o f thefe toying Fools will do any more than any 
other Man they meet to preferve her from Infamy, Infult, 
and Diftemper..A Woman is naturally more helplefs than 
the other Sex j and a Man of Honour and Senfe fliould 
have this in his View in all manner o f Commerce with 
her. Were this well weighed, Inconfideration, Ribaldry, 
and Nonfenfe, would not be more natural to entertain,
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