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each fide to be amiable in Imperfeftion, and arrive at the 
Charaaers o f the Dear Deceiver and the Perjured Fair. T

157. ^hurfday, A ugiifl 30.

----Genius, natak conies qui tcmperat aftrum,
Natura Deus humante, Mortalis in unum- 
quodque caput ■ • " Hor.'

IAm very much at a Lofs to exprefs by any Word that 
occurs to me in our Language that which is under- 
ftood by Indoles in Latin. The natural Difpofition to 

any particular Art, Science, Profeffion, or Trade, is very 
much to be confulted in the Care o f Youth, and ftudicd 
by Men for their own Conduft when they form to them- 
felves any Scheme of life . It is wonderfully h.ard indeed 
for a Man to judge of his own Capacity impartially; that 
may look great to me which may appear little to another, 
and I may be carried by Fondnefs towards my felf fo far, 
as to attempt Things too high for my I ’alents and Ac- 
complilhments : But it is not methinks fo very difficult a 
Matter to make a Judgment of the Abilities of others, 
efpecially of thofe who are in their Infancy. M y Com­
mon-place Book direfts me on this Occafion to mention 
the Dawning of Greatnefs in Alexander, who being 
asked in his Youth to contend for a Prize in the Olym- 
pick Games, anfwer’d he would, i f  he had Kings to run 
againft him. Cajpus who was one of the Confpirators 
againft Cafar, gave as great a Proof o f his Temper, when 
in his Childhood he ftruck a Play-fellow, the Son of 
Sylla, for faying his Father was Matter o f the Roman 
People. Scipio is reported to have anfwered, (when 
fomc Flatterers at Supper were asldng him what the Ro- 
mans Ihould do for a General after his Death) Take Ma~ 
rius. Marius was then a very Boy, and had given no 
Inttanccs of liis Valour ; but it was vifible to Sdpio from 
the Manners o f the Youth, that he had a Soul formed for 
the Attempt and Execution of great Undertakings. I matt 
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eonfcfs I  have very often with much Sorrow bewtul’d the 
Misfortune of the Children of Great-Britain, when I con- 
fider the Ignorance and Undifceming o f the Generality 
o f Schoolmafters. T he boafled Liberty we talk o f is but a 
mean Reward for the long Servitude, the many Heart­
aches and Terrors, to which our Childhood is expofed 
in going through a Grammar-School: Many of thefe ftu- 
pid TNrants exercife their Cruelty without any manner 
o f Dillinftion of the Capacities of Children, or the In­
tention of Parents in their Behalf. There are many ex­
cellent Tempers which are worthy to be nourilhed and 
cultivated with all pollible Diligence and Care, that were 
never defigned to be acquainted with Ariftotle, Tully, or 
V ir s ili  and there are as many who have Capacities for 
underftanding every Word thofe great Perfons have writ, 
and yet were not bom to have any Relifli o f their W rit­
ings. For want o f this common and obvious difcern- 
ing in thofe who have the Care of Youth, we have fo 
many hundred unaccountable Creatures every Age whip­
ped up into great Scholars, that are for ever near a right 
tjnderftanding, and will never arrive at it. Thefe are 
the Scandal o f Letters, and thefe are generally the Men 
who are to teach others. T he Scnfc of Shame and Ho­
nour is enough to keep the World it felf in Order with­
out Corporal Punilhment, much more to train the Minds 
o f uncorrupted and innocent Children. It  happens, I  
doubt not, more than once in a Year, that a Lad is 
challifed for a Blockhead, when it is good Apprehen- 
fion that makes him incapable o f knowing what his 
Teacher means; A  brisk Imagination very often m.ay 
fuggeft an Error, which a Lad could not have fallen 
into if  he had been as heavy in conjedbiring as his Ma­
tter in explaining: But there is no Mercy even towards 
a wrong Interpretation of his Meaning, the Sufferings 
o f the Scholar’s Body are to reftify the Miftakes o f his

^*1 am confident that no Boy who will not be allured to 
Letters without Blows, will ever be brought to any 
thing with them. A  great or good Mind mull neceffa- 
Tily tie the worfe for fuch Indignities; and it is a fad 
Change to lofe o f its Virtue Ibr the Improvement o f 
its iiriowledac. N o cne who has gone through what they

call
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call a great School, but muft remember to have feen 
Children of excellent and ingenuous Natures, (as has 
afterwards appeared in their Manhood) I fay no Man has 
paffed through this W ay o f Education, but mult have 
feen an ingenious Creature expiring with Shame, with.' 
pale Looks, befeeching Sorrow, and filent Tears, throw 
up its honeft Eyes, and kneel on its tender Knees to an 
inexorable Blockhead, to be forgiven the felfe Quan­
tity o f a Word in making a Latin Verfe: The Child is 
punilhed, and the next D ay he commits a like Crime, 
and fo a third with the fame Confequencc. I would 
fain ask any reafonable Man whether this Lad, in the 
Simplicity o f bis native Innocence, fiill o f Shame, and 
capable o f any Impreflion from that Grace o f Soul, was 
not fitter for any Purpofe in this Life, than after that 
Spark of Virtue is extinguilhed in him, tho*' he is able to 
write twenty Verfes in an Evening ?

Seneca fays, after his exalted way o f Talking, J s  the 
immortal Gods ne<ver learnt any Virtue, tho' they are en­
dued njitb a ll that is good j. fo there are feme Men avbo 
have fo natural a Propenfity to vshat they Jhould follovo, 
that they learn it almojl as foon as they hear it. Plants 
and Vegetables are cultivated into the Produftion o f 
finer Fruit than they would yield without that C are; 
and yet we cannot entertain Hopes o f producing a ten­
der confcious Spirit into A£ls o f  Virtue, without the fame 
Methods as is ufed to cut Timber, or give new "Shape to 
a Piece o f Stone.

I T  is wholly to this dreadful Pra£Hce that we may at­
tribute a certain Hardnefs and Ferocity which fomeMen, 
tho’  liberally educated, carry about them in all their Be­
haviour. T o  be bred like a Gentleman, and punilhed 
like a Malefadlor, muft, as we fee it does, produce that 
illiberal Saucinefs which we fee fomedmes in Men o f 
Letters.

T H E  Spartan Boy who fullered the Fox (which he 
had ftoln and hid under his Coat) to eat into his Bowels, 
I dare fay had not half the W it or Petulance which we 
learn at great Schools among us ; But the glorious Senfc 
o f  Honour, or rather Fear of Shame, which be demon- 
ftrated in that Aftion, was wortli all the Learning in the 
World without it.

I T
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I T  is mathinksa very melancholy Confideration, that 

a little Negligence can fpoii us, but great Induftry is ne- 
celTary to improve u s; the moft excellent Natures are 
foon depreciated, but evil Tempers are long before they 
are exalted into good Habits. T o  help this by Punilh- 
ments, is the fame thing as killing a Man to cure him of 
a Diftemper; when he comes to fuffer Punifhment ia 
that one Circumftance, he is brought below the Exiftence 
o f  a rational Creature, and is in the State o f a Brute that 
moves only by the Admonition o f Stripes. Butfmcethis 
Cuftom'of educating by the La(h is fuffered by the Gentry 
o f Great Britain, 1 would prevail only that honeft heavy 
Lads may be difmifled from Slavery fooner than they are 
at prefent, and not whipped on to their fourteenth or 
fifteenth Year, whether they expeft any Progrefs front 
them or not. Let the Child’s Capacity be forthwith exa­
mined, andhefent to fome Mechanick W ay o f Life,, 
without Refpeft to his Birth, .if Nature defigned him for 
nothing higher: let him go before he has innocently 
fuffered, and is debafed into a Derelidlion of Mind for 
being what it is no Guilt to be, a plain M an. I  would 
not here be fuppofed to have faid, that our learned Men 
o f either Robe who have been whipped at School, are 
not ftill Men of noble and liberal M inds; but I am fure 
they had been much more fo than they are, had they 
never fuffered that Infamy. , ,

B U T  tho’ there is fo little Care, as I have obferved, 
taken, or Obfervation made of the natural Strain o f Men,, 
it is no froall Comfort to me, as a S p e c t a t o r , that 
there is any right Value fet upon the bona Indoles of 
other Animals; as appears by the following Advertife- 
ment handed about the County o f Lincoln, and fubferi- 
bed by Enos ‘Ihomas, a Perfon whom I have not the 
Honour to know, but fuppofe to be profoundly learned 
in Horfe-fiefh.

J  Chefuut Uorfe called C^efar, hred by James Darcy, 
Efq-, at Sedbury, near Richmond in the County o/'York; 
his Grandam nuas his old royal Mare, and got by Blun- 
derbufs, nxihich ĵoas got by Hemfly-Turk, and he got 
Mr. Couranl’ r Arabian, nuhich got Mr. Minfhul’r Jews- 
trump. Mr. Ctsfar fold him to a Nobleman ( coming five  
Tears old, ’when he had but one S-vieat), fo r  three hun­

dred

i r t
lin
t '

N

Ayuntamiento de Madrid




