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*tbe S p e c t a t o r .

dred Guineas. A  Guinea a Leap and Trial, and a Shil­
ling the Man.
-p Enos Thomas.

158. Friday, A uguji

• I Nos heec novimus ejfe nihil. Mai tial.

* U  T  o f a firm Regard to Impartiality I print thefc 
‘  Letters, let them make for me or not.

Mr. S p e c t a t o r .

I Have obferved through the whole Courfe o f your 
Rhapfodies, (as you once very well called them) 

you are very indullrious to overthrow all that many 
your Superiors who have gone before you have made 
their Rule o f writing. I am now between fifty and 
fi.xty, and had the Honour to be well with the firft 
Men of Talle and Gallantry in the joyous Reign of 
Charles the Second : W e then had, I  humbly prefume, 
as good Underftandings among us as any now can pre­
tend to. As for your felf, A / ;- . S p e c t a t o r ,  you 
feem with the utmoil Arrogance to undermine the 
very Fundamentals upon .which we conduced our 
felves. It is monllrous to fet up for a Man of W it, 
and yet deny that Honour in a Wornan is any thing elfe 
but Peevifhnefs, that Inclination is the belt Rule of 
Life, or Virtue and V ice any thing elfe but Health 
and Difeafe. W e had no more to do bat to put a Lady 
in Good-humour, and all we could wilh followed of 
Courfe. Then again, your Tally, and your Difeourfes 
of another Life, arc the very Bane of Mirth and Good- 
humour. Pr’ytliee don’ t value thy felf on thy Rca- 
fon at that exorbitant Rate, and the Dignity o f hu- 
inan N ature; take my Word for it, a Setting-dog 
lias as good Reafon as any Man in England. Had you 
(a.s by your Diurnals one would think you do) fet up 
for being in vogue in Town, you ftiould liave fallen

‘ in
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in with the Bent o f Paffion and Appetite ; yoiir Songs 
had then been in every pretty Mouth in England, and 
your little Diftichs had been the Maxims of the Fair 
and the W itty to walk by : But, alas. Sir, what can you 
hope for from entertaining People with what muft needs 
make them like themfelves worfe than they did before 
they read you ? Had you made it your Bufinefs 
feribe Corinna charming, though inconftant, to £nd 
fomething in human Nature it felf to make Zoilus ex- 
cufe himielf for being fond of her j and to make every 
Man in good Commerce with his own Reflexions, 
you had done fomething worthy our Applaufe j but 
indeed. Sir, we fhall not commend you for difap- 
proving us. I  have a great deal more to fay to you, but 
I lhall fum it up all in this one Remark, In fhort, Sir, 
you do not write like a Gentleman.

Jam, S I R ,  Tour mofi hutnbU Servant,

Mr. S p s c t a t o r ,

T H  E other Day we were feveral of us at a Tea- 
Table, and according to Cnftom and your own

Advice had the SpeSfator read among u s : It was that 
Paper wherein you are pleafed to treat with great Free- 
dom that Charafter rvhich you call a Woman s Man. 
W e gave up all the Kinds you have mentioned, except 
thofe who, yon fay, are our conftant Vifitants. I  was 

' upon the Occafion commiflioned by the Company 
to write to you and tell you. That we (hall not part 
with the Men we have at prefent, ’ till the h k n  of 

' Senfe think lit to relieve them, and give us their Com- 
' pany in their Stead. You cannot imagine but that we 

love to hear Reafon and good Senfe oetter than the 
' Ribaldry w'e are at prefent entertained with, but w'C 
' muft have Company, and among us very inconfidera- 
' ble is better than none at all. W e are made for the 
' Cements o f Society, and came into the World to 
' create Relations among Mankind ; and Solitude is an 
' unnatural Being to us. I f  the Men of go<^ Under- 
' ftanding would forget a little o f  their Severity,  ̂they 
‘ would find their Account in i t ; and their Wifdom 
' would have a Pleaftire in it, to which they are now

‘ Strangers.
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The S p e c t a t o r . 283
‘  Strangers. I t  is natural among us when Men have a 
‘  true Relifti o f  our Company and our Value, to fay 
‘  every thing with a better G race} and there is without 
‘ defigning it fometliing ornamental in what Men utter 
‘  before Women, which is loft or neglefted in Conver- 
‘  fatioos o f Men only. G ive me leave to tell you, Sir, 
‘  it would do you no great Eiann i f  you your feif came 
‘  a little more into our Company j it would certainly cure 
‘  you of a certain pofitive and determining manner ia 
‘  which you talk fometimcs. In hopes o f your Amend- 
‘  ment,

1 am, S I R ,  Your g en tle  Reader,

Afr. S P E CT A T o  R,

Yo u r  profefled Regard to the Fair Sex, may p e r  
haps make them value your Admonitions when 

they will not thofe o f other Men. I  defire you. Sir, ta 
repeat fome Lefturcs upon Subjefts which you have 
now and then in a curfory manner only juft touched. I  
would have a SpeQator wholly writ upon Good-breed­
ing : and after you have aflerted that Time and Place 
are to be very much confidered in all our Aftions, it 
will be proper to dwell upon Behaviour at Church. 
On Sunday laft a grave and reverend Man preached at 
our Church : There was fomething particular in his 
Accent, but without any manner of Affeftation. This 
Particularity a Set o f Gigglers thought the moft ne- 
ceffary Thing to be taken notice o f in his whole 
Difeourfe, and made it an Occafion o f Mirth dur­
ing the whole Tim e o f Sermon: You fliould fee 
one o f them ready to burft behind a Fan, another 
pointing to a Companion in another Seat, and a fourth 
with an arch Compofure, as i f  Ihe would i f  poffible 
ftifle her Laugher. There were many Gentlemen who 
looked at them fted&ftly, but this they took for ogling 
and admiring them ; There was one o f the merry ones 
in particular, that found out but juft then that fhe had 
but five Fingers, for fhe fell a reckoning the pretty 
Pieces o f Ivory over and over again, to find herfelf 
Employment and not laugh out. Would it not be expe­
dient, Mr. S p e c t a t o r ,  that the Church-Warden

* fhouli
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