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inexprcffible Pleafure on thefe happy Iflands. A t length, 
faid I , Ihew me now, I befeech thee, the Secrets that 
lie hid under thofe dark Clouds which cover the 
Ocean on tlie other Side o f the Rock o f Adamant. The 
Genius making me no Anfwer, I  turned about to ad- 
drefs my felf to him a fecond time, but I  found that he 
had left me j I  then turned again to the Vifion which I  
had beeen fo long contemplating, but inllead of the 
rolling Tide, the arched Bridge, and the happy Iflands, 
I  piw nothing but the long hollow Valley o f Bagdat, 
with Oxen, Sheep, and Camels grazing upon the Sides 
o f it.

‘The End o f the f r j i  Vifon o f  Mirzah. C

N® 160. Mondayy September 3.

" Cui mens dinsinior, atque os
Magna fonaturum, deihsomiuis hujus honorem. H ot.

' H  E R E is no Charadler more frequently given toa 
Writer, than that o f being a Genius. I  have heard 
many a little Sonneteer called a fine Genius. There 

is not an Heroick Scribler in the Nation, that has not his 
Admirers who think him a.great Genius; and as for your 
Smatterers in Tragedy, there is fcarce a Man among them 
who is not cried up by one or other for a prodigioict 
Genius.

M  Y  Defign in this Paper is to confider what is pro- 
■ perly a great Genius, and to throw feme Thoughts to­

gether on fo uncommon a Subjeft.
A M O N G  great Genius’s thofe fetv draw the Admi­

ration o f all the World upon them, ■ and Hand up as the 
Prodigies o f Manh'nd, who by the meer Strength o f na- 

, tural Parts, and without any Affiftahcc o f A rt or Leam- 
., ing, have produced Works that were the Delight o f their 
: own Times, and the Wonder o f Pofterity. There ap- 
, pears fomething nobly wild and extravagant in thefe grea: 
j natural Genius’s, that is infinitely more beautiful than all 
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the Turn and Poliftiing o f what \̂  ̂ Fremh czWz B d  
E fir it  by which they would exprefs a Genius refin^ .  
ifv Conve^fation, Reflexion, and the Reading o f the 

Authors T h e greateft Genius which runs 
A m  S c l « . i ,  .  kind of T i . a u «

tnrougn unavoidably into Imitation.

l " , r f  n“ V b " n  » y  in H - m  A u n e t a n . ™  
that we allow a greater and more daring Genius to the A  
i n t T  we muft own that the greateft o f them very much 
S ’in or, i f  you w ill, that they were much above
S ice ty  ^ d  Correanefs o f the Moderns. f

'̂fxA Alhifions provided there was a Ljkencfs, they

<>)« S “ “ 7 h i
tKf. rom oarifon; Thus Solomon rcfcmbles the Nofc ot his 
■ R Inved to the Tower o f Libanon which looketh toward 
Beloved to the o f a.Thief in the N ight is a Si-

^  ^ e  Bovs of S e  Village without ftirring a Foot for

^ ’ t ? L d S n ^ ,  t o  n'2, ? e m  S c  S u b l i t o  in  4 e fe  ( o , . .

Writings T he prefent Emperor of conform-
‘ L  m t W s ^ e r n  way of Thinking, amidft a great many 

* 0 ^ T i d S r ^  himfelf the Sun o f Glop^
pompous In ftiort, to cut offall Cavil-

E t g S ’t h T S
J S e X ^ o m ^ ^ S e ^ W o x W  would m ^«
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fome Amends for our want of Force and Spirit, by a fcru- 
pulous Nicety and Exaftnefs in our Compofitions. Our 
Countryman Shakefpear was a remarkable Inllance of this firll kind of great Genius’s.

I cannot quit this Head without obferving th.3.f PinJar 
was a great Genius of the firfl: Clafs, who was hurried 
on by a natural Fire and Impetuofity to vafl; Concepti­
ons of Things and noble Sallies of Imagination. At the 
fame time, can any thing be more ricSculous than for 
Men of a foberand moderate Fancy to imitate this Poet’s 
Way of Writing in thofe monllrous Compofitions which 
go among us under the Name of Pindaricks ? When I 
fee people copying Works, which, as Horace has repre- 
fented them, are fmgular in their Kind, and inimitable ; 
when I fee Men following Irregularities by Rule, and 
by the little Tricks of Art ftraining after the moll: un­
bounded Flights of Nature, I cannot but apply to them 
that Paffage in Terence:

■ Incerta h<ec Jt tupojlules
Ratione certd facere, nihilo plus agas,

des operam, ut cum ratione infantas.
IN Ihort a modern Pindarick Writer, compared with 

Pindar, is like a Siller among the Camifars compared 
with VirgiP% Sibyl: There is the Dillortion, Grimace, 
and outward Figure, but nothing of that divine Impulfe 
which raifes the Mind above it felf, and makes the Somds more than human.

THERE is another kind of great Genius's which I 
lhall place in a fecond Clafs, not as I think them in­
ferior to the firll, but only for dillinftion’s fake, as 
they are of a different kind. This fecond Clafs of great 
Genius’s me thofe that have formed themfelves by Rules 
and fubmitted the Greatnefs of their natural Talents to 
the Correftioas and Reftraints of Art. Such among the 
Greeks were Plato and Arijiotle-, among the Romans, 
VirgilisA Tullji among the Englifi, Milton and Sir Francis 
Bacon.

THE Genius in both thefe Claffes of Authors may be 
equally great, but Ihews it felf after a different manner 
I n  the firll it is like a rich Soil in a happy Climate, that 
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produces a whole Wildernefs of noble Plants rifing in a 
thoufand beautiful Landskips, without any certon Order 
or Regularity. In the other it is the lame rich Soil un̂  
derthi fame happy Climate, that to been laid out in 
Walks and Parterres, and cut into Shape and Beauty by

E*grrat D̂ â er in thefe latter kind of Genius’s, 
is left they cramp their own Abilities too much n̂ii- 
ta’tioi and form themfelves altogether upon M^els, 
S  thOTt giving the foil Play to their own natural Parts. 
An Imitation of the belt Authors is not to compare with a 
Eood Original; and I believe we may obferve that very
Ew WritMs make an extraordinary Figure in the World, 
who have not fomethingin their Way of thinking or ex- 
preffmg themfelves that is peculiar to them, and intirely

IT is odd to confider what great Genius’s are fome-
*̂ Toncrfow a'sh^herd, fays a famous Italian Author, 
who ufed to divert himfelf in his Solitudes with toffing 
«p Eggs and catching thenvagain without br^ing them. 
Inwtohhehad arrived to fo great a Degree P"fo&on, 
that he would keep up four at a time for feverd Minutes 
together playing in the Air, and fallmg into his Hand by 
Turns. I think, fays the Author, I never faw a greater Se- 
S y  than in this Man’s Face; for by Perfeverance and Application, he hadcontrafted the Se- 
rioufnefs and Gravity of a Privy-Counfellor; and I could 
not but refleft with my felf, that the fame Affiduity and 
Attention, had they been rightly applied, 
made him a greater Mathematician than Archimedes. C
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