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N® 161. Tuefday, September

life  dies agitat fejlos: Tufufqtie per herhant,
Igtiis ubi in medio iff Socii cratera coronani,
^e lilans, Lesuee, <vocat: pecorifque magijiriy 
Velocis Jaculi certamina ponit in ulmo,
Corporaqiie eigrejli nudat pris dura Paltsjira.
Hanc olim ajeteres niitam coluere Sabini,
Hanc Remus iff Prater: Sic fort is Etruria crevif, 
Sciiicetiff rerumfaSla efipulcherrima Roma. V irg.G .r^

am glad that my late going into the Country has in­
creas’d the Number o f my Correfpondents, one of 
whom fends me the following Letter.

I

idajt

S I R ,
‘  H  O  U  G II  you are pleafed to retire from us (9 

‘  J. _ foon into the C ity, I hope you will not think tha 
‘  Affairs o f the Country ^together unworthy of your In- 
‘  fpeftion for the future. I  had the Honour o f feeing your 
‘ Ihort FaceatSirR oger de  CoveR L v’s.andhaveever 
‘  fince thought your Perfon and Writings both e.xtraordi- 
‘  nary. Had you ftaidthereafew Days longer you wolild 
* have feen a Country Wake, which you know in mofl 
‘ Parts o f England is the Ew-Feafi o f the Dedication o f  
‘  our Churches. I  was laft Week at one o f thefe AfTemblies,
‘ which was held in a neighbouring Parifh; where I  found 
‘ their Green covered with a promifcuous Multitude o f all 
'  Ages and both Sexes, who efteem one another more or 
‘  left the following Pai't o f the Year accorin g as they di- 
‘  ftinguilh themfelves at this Time. The whole Com- 
‘  pany were in their Holiday Clothes, and divided into 

feveral Parties, all o f them endeavouring to fhew them- 
‘  felyesin thofe Exercifes wherein they excelled, and to 
‘  gain the Apj^robation of [the Lookers-on.

‘ I  found a ring o f Cudgel Players, who were breaking 
one another’s Heads in order to make fome Imprelfion 

‘ en theirMiftrelTesHearts. I  obferved a lufty young Fel- 
N  3 ‘  low.
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‘  low, whohad theMisfortune o f a broken P ate; but what 
'  confiderably added to the Anguilh o f  the Wound, was 
‘  his over-hearing an old Man, who ftiwk his H ^ d  and 
‘  faid, ht quefiiontdn,^ i fh la c k ^ t o  -would mar^
‘  him thefe three Years. I  was diverted from a  fother Ob- 
'  fervation o f thefe Combatans, by a Foot-ball Match, 
 ̂ which was on the other Side o f the Greeny where 

‘  Short behaved himfelf fo well, that moft People feemed
'  totizrtcit-wasimpoftblethatheJhouldrematuaBatchelor
‘  /////;&f«eAr/^«/te.Havingplay^m^yaMatchmy^
'  I could have looked longer on this Sport, had I not ob 
‘  ferved a Country G irl, who was pofted on an Eminence 
'  at feme Diftance from me, and was making fo n m y  odd 
‘  Grimaces, and writhing and diftorting her whole Body 
‘  in fo llrange a manner, as made me very defiious to 
‘  know l]ie Meaning o fit. Ul^n my coming to 
‘  I found that Ihe was overlooking  ̂

and that her Sweet-heart, a‘  and that nerowecC'iit.<\rij <1A  ̂ ,
‘ contending with an huge brawny Fellow, who twirled 
• h i„ ,a b o .. .» d lh .o k a » h » le M «
‘ a fte S y m p a th y  of Hearts it produced all thofe Agjta- 
‘  tions in the Perfon of Ws Miftre s, who I
‘  l 7 lia ^ rSh a k^ e:r  on the.fame Occafion could have 
‘ nssijhcdherfelfin-vifible to catch the jirong 
‘  l L  The Squire of the Parilh treats the whole Company 
‘  evfry Ycar^with a Hogfhead of A le ; and propofes a 
‘  Bea-ver Bat as a Recompence to him who gives molt
‘  falls T h is  has raifedfuch a Spirit of Emulation in the
‘  Youth o f the Place, that fome o f them have rendered 
‘  themfelves very expert at this Exercife; and I was often 
‘  furprifed to fee a Fellow’s Heels fly up, ^7 aT riP  which 
« was given him fo fmartly that I could fcarce discern it. 
‘  I  found that the old Wreftlers feldom entered the Ring,
‘  till fome one was grown formidable by having thrown 
‘  two or three of his Opponents; but kept Aemfelvcj as 
‘ it were in a referved Body to defend ^
‘  always hung up by the Perfon who gets it m one of the 
‘  moft^confpicuous Parts o f the Houfe, and iMkcd upon 
‘  by the whole Family as fomething redoundmg much
‘  more to their Honour than a Coat o f Arms. Tlmr .
‘  a Fellow who was fobufy in regulating all the Ceremo- 
‘  nies, and feemed to crjry  fuch an Au- o f Importance m
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‘  his Looks, that I could not help inquiring who he was,
‘  and was immediately anfwered, n a t  he did not ’value 
‘  himfelf upon nothing, fo r  that he and his Aneejlors had
* ’Won jo many Hats, that his Parlour looked like a Haher-
* dajher's Shop: However this Thirft of Glory in them all,
‘  was the Reafon that no one Man flood Lord o f the Ring 
‘  for. above three Falls while I  was among them.

‘ T H E  young Maids, who were not Lookers-on at
* thefeExercifes, were themfelves engaged in fomeDiver- 
‘  lion ; and upon my asking a Farmer’s Son o f my own 
‘  Parilh what he was gazing at with fb much Attention>
‘ he told me, That he ’was feeing Betty W elch, whom I  
'  knew to be his Sweet-heart, pitch a Bar.

‘  I N  fhort, I  found the Men endeavoured to (hew the
* Women they were no Cowards, and that the whole 
‘  Company ftrived to recommend themfelves to each 
‘ other, by making it appear that they were all in a per- 
‘ feft State o f Health, and fit to undergo any Fatigues o f  
‘  bodily Labour.

‘ Y O U R  Judgment upon this Method of Lo've and 
‘ Gallantry, as it is at prefent prafiifed amongfl us in the 
‘  Country, will very much oblige,

^  S I R ,  Tours, &c.

I F  I  would here put on the Scholar and Politician, I  
might inform my Readers how thefe bodily Exercifes or 
Games were formerly encouraged in all the Common- 
wealtlis o f Greece', fi"om whence the Romans afterwards 
borrowed their Pentathlum, which was compofed of Run­
ning, Wrejlling, Leaping, Thronuing, andBoxing, tho the 
Prizes were generally nothing but a Crown of Cyprefs or 
Parfley, Hats not being in fafhion in thofe Days •. That 
there is an old Statute, which obliges every Man in Eng­
land, having fuch an Eftate, to keep and exercife the long 
Bow j by which means our Anceftors excelled all other 
Nations in the Ufe o f that Weapon, and we had all the 
real Advantages, without the Inconvenience of a ftanding 
Army ; And that I once met with a Book of Projefts, m 
which the Author confidering to what noble Ends that Spi­
rit of Emulation which fo remarkably fhews it felf among 
our common People in thefe Wakes, might be diredled, 
propofes that for the Improvement o f all our handicraft 

 ̂ N  ^ Trades
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Trades there flrouldbe annual Prizes fet up for fuch Per- 
fons as were molt excellent in their feveral Arts. But lay­
ing afide all thefe political Confiderations, which might 
tempt me to pafs the Limits o f my Paper, I confefs the 
greateft Benefit and Convenience that I  can obferve m 
& efe Country Feftivals, is the bringing young People to­
gether, and giving them an Opportunity oflhewmg them- 
felves in the molt advantageous Light. A  Country Fellow 
that throws his Rival upon his Back, has generally as good 
Succefs with their common Millrefs ; as nothing is more 
ufual than for a nimble-footed Wench to get a Husband 
at the fame time Ihe wins a Smock. Love and Marriages 
are the natural Effedts o f thefe anniverfary Aflemblies. I  
mull therefore very much approve the Method by which 
my Correfpondent tells me each Sex endeavours to re­
commend it felf to the other, fince nothing feems more 
likely topromife a healthy Offspring or a happy Cohabi­
tation. And I believe I may affure my Country Friend, 
that there has been many a Court Lady who would-be 
contented to exchange her crazy young Husband for 7om 
Short, and feveral Men of Quality who would have parted 
with a tender Yoke-fellow for Black Kate.

I  am the more plcafed with having Loaie made the pnn- 
eipal End and Defign of thefe Meetings, as it feems to be 
molt agreeable to the Intent for which they were at firft 
inllituted, as we are informed by the learned D r. Kennet, 
with whofe Words I lhall conclude my prefent Paper.

'THESE Wakes, fays he, ^ere bt Imitation of the an­
cient iyo’stoj, or Love-Feap; and were firft eftablijhed in 
England hy Pope Gregory the Great, who in an EpiftU'io 
Melitus the Abbot game Order that theyjhculd be kept in 
Sheds or Arhories made up with Branches and Boughs of
Trees round the Church. z •» j

H  E adds, That this laudable Cufiom ofWjkesprcmatled 
for man̂  Ages, till the nice Furitans began to exclaim 
a'rainn'it as a Remnant of Popery, and by Degrees the 
tt-ecife Humour grew fo popular, that at an Affixes
the Lord Chief Baron'̂ tXxsx made an Order for the Sup- 
■brefTion of all Wakes; but on Bijhop Laud’s complaining of 
this innomating Humour, tht King commanded the Order 
io be remerfed. ^
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Wednefday,
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