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N® 162. JVednefday, September

Seri’etur ad imttm,
~Nalis ab inctepto frocefferit, fs”fibi conflef. Hor,

appear fo contemptible and little in the Eyes ofthe

World as Inconftancy, efpecially when it regards
Religion or Party. In either of thefe Cafes, tho’ a Man
perhaps does but his Duty in changing his Side, he not
only makes himfelf hated by thofe he left, but is feldoia
heartily efteemed by thofe he comes over to.

IN thefe great Articles of Life thereforeaMan’s Con-
viftion ought to be very .ftrong, and if poffible fo well
timed-that worldly Advantagesmay feemto have no Share
init, or Mankind will be ill-natured enough to think he
does not change Sides out of Principle, but either out of
Levity of Temper or Profpefts of Interell. Convertsand
Renegadoes ofd | Kinds lhould take particular care to let
the World feethey aft upon honourable Motivesr or what-
ever Approbations they may receive from themfelves, and
Applaufes from thofe they converfe with,, they may be
very well affured that they are the Scorn ofall good Men,
and the publick Marks of Infamy and Derifion.

IRRESOLUTION onthe Schemes of Life which
offer themfelves to our Choice, and Inconftancy in purfu-
ing them, are the greateft and moft univerfal Caufes ofall
our Difquiet and Unhappinefs. When Ambition pullsone
Way, Interell another. Inclination a third, and perhaps
Rcafon contrary to all, a Manis likely to pafs his Time but
ill who has fo many different Parties to pleafe. When the
Mind hovers among fuch a Variety of Allurements, one
had better fettle on a Way of Life that isnot the very belt
we might have chofen, than grow old without determin-
ing our Choice, and go out ofthe World, as die greateft
Part of Mankind do, beforewehave refolved howto livein
it. There is but one Method of fetting our felves at Reft
in this Particular, and that is by adhering fledfallly to one
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great End as the chiefand ultimate Aim o1 our Purrfuiits.
I f we are firmby_refBRlERI RdfitRAe8 9B Ae Ditfates of Rea*
fon without any Regard to Wealth, Repu~tation, or the
like Confiderations, any morethan as they

principal Defign, we may go through ™ fe with Steadmeft
and Pleafure; butifwe aft by feveral broken Views, and
wiU not only bevirtuous, but W5ahhy,po™lar,a” every
thing that has a Value fet upon it by the World, we fliall
live and die in Mifery and Repentance.

O N E would t™e more than ordinary Care to guard
ones felfagainft this particular ImperfeEUon, >"caule it is
that which our Nature very llrongly inclines us to, for if
wee"am”neour felves throughly, we f~ A~
the moft changeable Beings in the Umveife. In refpeft of
our Underftanding, we often embrace and rejeft
fame Opinions; whereas Beings above and beneath us
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ofrieft of our Wills, Wc KIU Uiwu
ttem, arcamiableor odious in the Eyes ofour great Judge,
and”afsour whole Life in offending and asking Pardon.
On the contrary, the Beings underneath us are
of finning, nor thofe above us of repenting. The one is
fu! of the Pofllbilities of Duty, ~nd the other m an
eternal Courfe of Sin, or an etem” Courfe of ~irtue.

th ere isfcarce a Stateof Life, or Stage in it, which
does not produce Changes and Revolutionsin Ae Mind of
E | OurSchemesofThoughtin Infency arek j
of Youth; thefe too take a different turn in Mai”*ood, till
old Age often leads us back into our former In<”~cy. A
Tw Title or an unexpefted Succefs throws us out of our
felves, and ina manner deftroys our Identity. A cloudy

Day oralittle Sunfhine, have asgreatan Influence on ma-
ny Conftitutions, as the mofi real Bleffings or Misfortune.
ID i4 nvariesourBeing,andchangeourC/~~tm
-rlafti «andevei-v Paffion, not tomention Health and bick-
nefs and the greater Alterationsin Body and Mind, makes
us appear alnioft different Creatures. IfaM:mis difim*
euifhe&amon? other Beings by this

vee thdi 6% tuch as ligile themfelyes------- .
nenanorgtheir oan 7t fsavery trifling Che-
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rafter tobe one of the moll variable Beings o fthe moft va-
»iable Kind, efpecially if we confider that He who is the
great Standard of Perfeftion has in him no Shadow of
Change, butisthe fame Yefterday, To-day, and forever.

A S this Mutability of Temper and Inconfiftency with,
our felves is the greateft Weaknefs ofhuman Nature, fo it
m~es the Perfon who is remarkable for it in a very para-
cular Manner more ridiculous than any other Infirmity
whatfoever, as it fets him in a greater Variety of foolilhr
Lights, and dillinguilhes him from himfelfby an Oppo-
£tion of party-coloured Charafters. The moil humour-
ous Charafter in Horace is founded upon this Uneven”
nefs of Temper and Irregularity of Conduft.

Sardus hahebat

Ille Tigellius hoc. Cafar, qui cogere poj/et.

Si peteret per amicitiam patris, atquefuam, non

~uidquam proficeret: Si collibuiffet, ah <vo

T~que ad mala citaret. do Bacche, modoJiimma

Face, modb hdc, refonat quts chordis quatuor ima.

N il isquale homini fuitilli: S/xpe nielut qui

Currentfitgiens hojlem: Perfacpe ‘velut qui

Juttonis facra ferret, Habebat ftpe ducentos,

Stspe decernfer>vos. Modi, reges atque tetrarchas.

Omnia magna loguens. Modifit mihi menfa tripes,

Concha falis puri, toga, qucc defenderefrigus,

~emwis crajfa, queat. Decies centena dedijfes

Huic parco paucis contento: quinque diebus

Nil erat in loculis. Nodes >vigilabat ad ipfam

Mane.: Diem mum fiertebat. Nilfuit unquam

Sic imparfibin Hor. Sat. 3. Lib. i.

INSTEAD of tranflatingthis Pafiagc in Horace,. |
fliall entertain my Englijh Reader with the Defcripdon of
a Parallel Charafter, that is wonderfully well finiihed by
Mr. Drjden, and raifed upon the fame Foundation.

In thefirfi Rank ofthefe did Zimri fiand;

A Manfo aiarious, that hefeen-'d to be

Not one, but all Mankinds Epitome.

Stiff in Opinions, alnuays in the ‘wrong ;

Was every thing by Starts, and Nothing long }.
But, in the Courfe ofone rewohing Moon,
Was Chymifi, Tidier, Statefinan, and Buffoon;





