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•then-allfor Women, Painting, Rhiming, Drinking : 
Beftdes ten thoufand Freaks that d fd  in thinking.
Bleft Madman, ’who cou'd every Hour employ.
W ith fometbing New to •viijh, or to enjoy I C

N° 163. ^ u rfd a y , September 6.
- Si quid ego adfuero, curamve Icvaffo,

Sjua nunc te coquit, &  verfat fub pellore f x a ,  
Ecqtiid erit pretii ? Enn. ap. Tullium.

EN  Q U  I R I  E S after Happinefs, and Rules for at­
taining it, are not fo necelTary andufeful to Mankind
as the^rts o f Confolation, and fupporting ones felf 

under Afflidlion. The utmoft we can hope for in this
World is Contentment; i f  we aim atany thing higher, we 
fhalt meet with nothing but G rief and Difappointment. 
A  Man fliould diredl all his Studies and Endeavours at 
making himfelf eafy now, and happy hereafter.

T H E  Truth of it is, if  all the Happinefs that is dif- 
perfcd through the whole Race of Mankind in this World 
were drawn together, and put into the Pofleffion o f any 
fingle Man, it would not make a very happy Being. 
Though on the contrary, i f  the Mifeiies o f the whole 
Species were fixed in a fingle Perfon, they W'ould make 
a  very miferable one.

I am engaged in this Subjedl by the following Letter, 
which, though Subferibed bŷ  a fidlitious Name, I have 
sealbn to believe is not Imaginaiy.

M r. S p e c t a t o r ,

I Am one o f your Difciples, and endeavour to live up 
to your Rules which I hope will incline you to pity 

my Condition: I  lliall openittoyouin a very few Words. 
About three Years fince a Gentleman, whom, I am fure, 
you your'felf would have approved, made his Addreffes 
to mfe. He had every thing to recommend him but an 

' Efiate, fo that my Friends, who all of them jmplauded 
‘ hisPerfon, would not for the fake of both o f us favour his 
' Paffion. For my own part I  refigned my felf up entirely 
' to the Direftion of thofe who knew the World much

‘ better

NO

any
Hea
agaii
meei
llant
Witl

Ayuntamiento de Madrid



N® 163. S p e c  t a t  0 r . 301
‘  better than my felf, but ftill lived in hopes diat feme ̂ n -  
‘  fture or other would make me happy in theMan whom,
‘ in my Heart, I preferred to all the W orld; being deter- 
‘ mined i f  I could not have him, to have no Body elfe.

About three Months ago I received a Letter from him, 
‘  acquainting me, that by the Death o f an Uncle he had a 
‘  confiderable Eftate left him, which he faid was welcome
* to him upon no other Account, but as he hoped it would 
‘  remove all Difficulties that lay in the W ay toour mutual

Happinefs. You may well fuppofe, Sir, with how much 
Joy I received this Letter, which was followed by fevc- 

‘  ral others filled with thofe Expreffions of Love and Joy,
‘  which I verily believe no Body felt more fincerely, nor 
‘  knew better how to deferibe, than the Gentleman I  
‘  am fpeaking of. But Sir, how lhall 1 be able to tell it 
‘  y o u ! by thelaft Week’s Poll I  received a Letter from an
* intimate Friend of this unhappy Gentleman, acquainting 
‘  me, that as he had juft fettled his Aftairs, and was pre- 
■* paring for his Journey, he fell fick of a Fever and died. 
‘  It is impoffible to exprefstoyoutheDiftrefs I am in up-
* on this Occafion. I can only have recourfe to my De- 

votions, and to the reading o f good Books for my Con-
‘  folation ; and as I  always take a particular Delight in
* thofe frequent Advices and Admonitions which you give 

the Publick, it would be a very great Piece of Charity
* in you to lend me your Affiftance in this Conjunfture. I f  
‘  after the reading o f this Letter you find your felf in a 
‘ Humour, rathertoRally and Ridicule, than to Comfort 
‘  me, I  defire you would throw it into the Fire, and think

no more of i t ; but i f  you are touched with my Mis- 
‘  fortune, which is greater than I know how to bear,
‘  your Counfels may very much Support, and will infi- 
‘  nitely Oblige die afilifled

L E O N O R A .

A Drfappolntment in Love is more hard to get over than 
any other ; the Paffion it felf fo foftens and fubdues the 
Heart, that it difables it from ftruggling or bearing up 
againft the Woesand Diftreffeswhich befal it. TheM ind 
meets with other Misfortunes in her whole Strength} Ihc 
ftands collcfted within her felf, and fullains the Shcck 
with all the Force which is natural to her j but a Heart
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in Love has its Foundations fapped, and immê ateljr 
finka under the Weight of Accidents that are difegree-
able to its Favourite Paflion. , . y-, r i •I N AfHiftions Men generally draw their Confolationa- 
out of Books of Morality, which indeed are«fgr^ufe to 
fortify and ftrengthen the Mind agamft the Impreffions of 
Sorrow. Monficur St. E vrem ont, who does not appr^ 
of this Method, recommends Authors who are ̂ t to ftir 
UP Mirth in the Mind of the Readers, a^ fenlies Dot 
9 u ix o te  can give more Relief to an heavy Hmt than Plu- 
'iirch or 5r»wa,asitis mucheafier to divert Grief thOT to 
cOTOuer it. This doubtlefs may have its Effeas on fomeTempers.I Ihould rather have recourfeW Authors ofa^.te
contmy kind, that give us Inftanĉ  of Calami ti« and Mif-fortunes, andlhetvhumanNatureinitsgreateftDiftreires.

IF the AfilifUon we grone under be very heavy, we 
(hall find fome Confolation in the Society of as great Suf­
ferers as our felves, efpeciaUy when we find our Coinpani- 
ons Men of Virtue and Merit. If our AfihSions are hght, 
we lhall be comforted by the Comparifon we make be- 
IHreen our felves and our Fellow-Sufferers. A Ws ̂  Sra, 
a Fit of Sicknefs, or the Death of a Friend, are fuch Tnfles 
when we confider whole Kingdoms laid in Al^, Fami-li« put to the Sword, Wretches fcut up m Dungeons
^d the like Calamities of Mankind, i^t we are out ofSntenanceforourownWeaknefs, if we fink under
filch little Strokes of Fortune.T, "RT the Difconfolate h€onovG. conuder, that at the 
very time in which Ihe languilhes for the Lofs of her de- 
ĉ fed Lover, there are PerfonS in feveral Parts of the- 
WoSl juft perilhing in a Shipwreck j others crying out 
for Mercy in the Terrors of a Death-bed Repentance; 
others lying under the Tortures of an intoous Executi-

L ia in i U L r d  9 O lIU - w a i *

Swrow's vanilh at the Appearance of thofe which are fo 
' reaftomuch greater and more aftonifhing.

I would further propofe to the Confideration of my af- 
flifted Difciple, that poffibly what foe now looks upon as 
^e greateft Misfortune, is not really fuch in it felf. For my 
^n part, I queftion not but our Souls in a feparate Smte 
will fook baci on their Lives in quite another View, 
what they had of Uiera in the Body; and that what ttey
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