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T  H  E R E is no Charm in the Female Sex,that can fup- 

gly the place of Virtue. Without Innocence, Beauty is un­
lovely, and Quality contemptible. Good-breeding degene­
rates into Wantonnefs, and Witinto Impudence. It is ob- 
ferved, that all the Virtues are reprefented by both Pain­
ters and Statuaries under Female Shapes, but if  any one 
of them has a more particular Title to that Sex, it is Mo- 
defty. I  ihall leave it to the Divines to guard them againft 
the oppofite Vice, as they may be overpower’d by Temp­
tations ; It is fufiicient for me to have warned them a- 
gainll: it, as they may be led aftray by Inftindt.

I  dejire this Paper may be read with more than ordinary 
jittention, at all ‘Tea-Tables within the Cities of London 
and Wellminller. JS

N® 396. Wednefday  ̂ 'June

■Barbara, Celarent, Darii, Feria, Baralipton.

H AV I N  G a great deal of Bufinefs upon my Hands 
at prefent, I  (hall beg the Reader’s Leave to pre- 
fent him with a Letter that I  received about half 

a Year ago from a Gentleman of Cambridge, who ftiles 
liimfelf Peter d e ^ i r .  I  have kept itbymefome Months, 
and though I  did not know at firft what to make of it, 
upon my reading it over very frequently I  have at laft dif- 
covered feveral Conceits in i t : I  would not therefore have 
m y  Reader difcouraged if he does not take them at the 
full Petufal.

To Mr. S p e c t a t o r .

S I R ,  From St. John’r College Cambridge, Feb. 3. 1712.

'  '  I ’ H  E Monopoly of Punns in this Univerfity has 
‘ been an immemorial Privilege of the Johnians 5 
'  and we can’t help refenting the late Invafion of our

* ancient
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‘ ancient Right as to that Particular, by a little Preten- 
‘ 'der to Clenching in a neighbouring College, who in an 
‘ Application to you by way of Letter, a while ago, fti- 
‘ led himfelf Philobrune. Dear Sir, as you are by Cha- 
‘ rafter a profeft Well-wiiher to Speculation, you will 
‘ excuie a Remark which this Gentleman’s Paffion for 
‘ the Brunette has fuggelled to a Brother Theorifl: :
‘ ’tis an Ofter towards a mechanical Account of his 
‘ Lapfe to Punning, for he belongs to a Set of Mortals 
‘ who value themielves upon an uncommon Maftery in 
‘ the more humane and polite Part of Letters. A Con- 
‘ quell by one of this Species of Females gives a very 
‘ odd Turn to the Intelleftuals of the captivated Perfon,
‘ and very different from that way of thinking which.
‘ a Triumph from the Eyes of another more emphati- 
‘ cally of the fair Sex, does generally occafion. I t  fills 
‘ the Imagination with an Aflemblage of fuch Ideas and 
‘ Piftures as are hardly any tiling but Shade, fuch as 
‘ Night, the Devil, Thefe Portraitures very near.
‘ overpower the Light of the Underllanding, almoft be- 
‘ night tile Faculties, and give that melancholy Tinfture 
‘ to the moll fanguine Complexion, which this Gentle- 
‘ man calls an Inclination to be in a Brown-lludy, and
* is ufually attended with worfe Confequences,. in cafe 
‘ o fa  Repulfe. During this Twilight of Intellefts, the 
‘ Patient is extremely apt, as Love- is the moll witty.
‘ Paffion in Nature, to offer at feme pert Sallies now.
‘ and then, by way of Flourilh, upon the amiable Eu'.
‘ chantrefs, and unfortunately Humbles upon that Mun- 
‘ grel mifereated (to fpeak in Miltonic) kind of Wit, vul-
* garly termed the Punn. I t  would not be much amifs
‘ to confult Dr. T —  --------(who is certainly a very
‘ able Projeftor, and whofe Syffem of Divinity and fpi- 
‘ ritual Mechanicks obtains very much among the bet,
‘ ter Part of our Under-Graduates) whether.a general 
.‘ Inter-marriage, enjoined by Parliament, between this 
‘ Sifter-hood of the Olive Beauties, and the Fraternity

of the People call’d Quakers, would not be a very ler- 
‘ viceable Expedient, and abate that Overflow of Light 
‘ which Ihines within them fo powerfully, that it daz- 
‘ zles their Eyes, and dances them into a thoufand Va- 
‘ garics of Error and- Enthuirafm. Thefe Reflexions

‘ may-­
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may impart fome Light towards a Difcovery of the 
Origin of Punning among us, and the Foundation of 
its prevailing fo long in mis famous Body. ’Tis noto­
rious from the Inttance under Confideration, that it 
mull be owing chiefly to the ufe of brown Juggs, 
muddy Belch, and the Fumes of a certain memorable 
Place of Rendezvous with us at Meals, known by the 
Name of Staincoat Hole: For the Atmofphere of the 
Kitchen, like the Tail of a Comet, predominates leaft 
about the Fire, but refides behind and fills the fragrant 
Receptacle above-mentioned. Befides, ’tis farther ob- 
fervabie, that the delicate Spirits among us, who de­
clare againll thefe naufeoiis Proceedings, fip Tea, and 
put up for Critic and Amour, proteis likewife an e- 

' qual Abhorrence for Puniiing, tiie ancient innocent 
Diverfion of this Society. After all. Sir, tho’ it may 

' appear fomething abfurd, that I feem to approach you 
with the Air of an Advocate for Punning, (you who 

' have jullified your Cenlures of the Pradtice in a fct
■ DilTertation upon that Subjedt;) yet. I ’m confident,
' you’ll think it abundantly atoned for by obferving,
■ that this humbler Exercife may be as inllrumental in 
' diverting us from any innovating Schemes and Hypo- 
' thefis in Wit, as dwelling upon honeft Orthodox Lo- 
’ gic would be in fecuring us from Herefy in Religi-
‘ on. Had Mr. W--------- a’s Refearches been confined
' within the Bounds of Ramus or Crackenthorp, that

learned News-monger might have acquiefced in what 
the holy Oracles pronounce upon the Deluge, like o-
ther Chrillians; and had the furprifing Mr. L ----- y
been content with the Employment of refining upon 
Sbake/pear'i Points and Quibbles, (for which he muR 
be allowed to have a fuperlative Genius) and now 
and then penning a Catch or a Dittv', initead of in­
diting Odes, and Sonnets, the Gentlemen of the Boa 
Gout in the Pic would never have been put to all that 
Grimace in damning the Frippery of State, the Poverty 
and Langour of Thought, the unnatural Wit, and in- 
ariificial Struilurc of his Dramas.

1 am, S I R ,
Tour 'very humhh Servant,

Peter de Quir.
Ihur/day,
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