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Vt nemo in fefe tent at defcendere ! Perf.

H y p o c r i s y  at the faihlonable End of the 
Town, is very different from Hypocrify in the 
City. The modifli Hypocrite endeavours to ap­

pear more vicious than he really is, the other kind of 
Hypocrite more virtuous. The former is afraid of every 
thing that has the Shew of Religion in it, and would be 
tliought engaged in many Criminal Gallantries and A- 
mours, which he is not guilty of. The latter affumes a 
Face of Saniflity, and covers a Multitude of Vices under a 
feeming Religious Deportment.

B U T  there is another kind of Hypocrify, which dif­
fers from both thefe, and which I intend to make theSub- 
jedl of this Paper : I mean that Hyjpocrify, by which a 
Man does not only deceive the World, but very often im- 
pofes on himfelf; That Hypocrify which conceals his 
own Heart from him, and makes him believe he is more 
virtuous than he really is, and either not attend to his Vi­
ces, or miftake even his Vices for Virtues. I t is this fe­
tal Hypocrify and Self-deceit, which is taken notice of 
in thofe Words, Who can underjland his Errors ? cleanfi 
thou me from fecret Faults.

I F the open ProfelTors of Impiety deferve the utmoll 
Application and Endeavoursof Moral Writers to recover 
them from Vice and Folly, how much more may thofe 
lay a Claim to their Care and Compaffion, who are walk­
ing in the Paths of Death, while they fency themfelves 
engaged in a Courfe of Virtue! I  lhall endeavour, there­
fore, to lay down fome Rules for the Difeovery of thofe 
Vices that lurk in the fecret Corners of the Soul, and to 
Ihew my Reader thofe Methods by which he may ar­
rive at a true and impartial Knowledge of himfelf. The 
ufual Means preferibed for this Purpofe, are to examine 
our felves by the Rules which are laid down for our Di-

redion
Ayuntamiento de Madrid



2 2 n e  S P E C T A T O R . N ' 399- i' 3?

reftion in Sacred Writ, and to compare oar Lives with 
the Life of that Perfon who aftcd up to the Perfeftion 
of Human Nature, and is the Handing Example, as well 
as the great Guide and Inftrudlor, of thofe who receive 
his Doiftrines. Though thefe two Heads cannot be too 
much infifted upon, I  lhall but juft mention them, fince 
they have been handled by many Great and Eminent 
Writers.

I  would therefore propofe the following Methods to the 
Confideration of fuch as would find out their fecret Faults, 
and make a true Eftimate of themfelves.

I N  the firft Place, let them confider well what are the 
Charaifters which they bear among their Enemies. Our 
Friends very often flatter us, as much as our own Hearts. 
They either do not fee our Faults, or conceal them from 
us, or foften them by their Reprefentations, after fuch a 
manner, that we think them too trivial to be taken no­
tice of. An Adverfary, on the contrary, makes a ftriftcr 
Search into us, difcovers every Flaw and Imperfeftion in 
our Tempers, and though his Malice may fet them in 
too ftrong a Light, it has generally fame Ground for what 
it advances. A Friend exaggerates a Man’s Virtues, an 
Enemy inflames his Crimes. A wife Man fhould give 
a juft Attention to both of them, fo far as they may tend 
to the Improvement of one, and the Dimunution of the 
other. Plutarch has written an Eflay on the Benefits 
which a Man may receive from his Enemies, and, among 
the good Fruits of Enmity, mentions this in particular, 
that by the Reproaches which it calls upon us we fee the 
worft fide of our felves, and open our Eyes to feveral Ble- 
mifhes and Defedls in our Lives and Converfations, which 
we fhould not have obferved, without die Help of fuch 
ill-natured Monitors.

I N  order likewife to come at a true Knowledge of 
our felves, we fhould confider on the other hand how far 
we may deferve the Praifes and Approbations which the 
World bellow upon us : whether the Adlions they cele­
brate proceed from laudable and worthy Motives ; and 
how far we are really pofleffed of the Virtues which gain 
us Applaufe among thofe with whom we converfe. Such 
a Reflexion is abfolutcly neceffary, if we confider how apt 
we are either to value or condemn our felves by the Opini-
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ons of others, and to facrifice the Report of our own 
Hearts to the Judgment of the World.

I N  the next Place, that we may not deceive our 
felves in a Point of fo much Importance, we lliould not 
lay too great a Strefs on any fuppofed Virtues we polTefs 
that are of a doubtful Nature : And fuch we may efteem 
all thofe in which Multitudes of Men diffent from us, 
who are as good and wife as our felves. We iliould al­
ways aft with great Cautioufnefs and Circumfpeftion in 
Points, where it is not impoffible that we may be de­
ceived. Intemperate Zeal, Bigotry and Perfecution for 
any Party or Opinion, how praife-worthy foever they 
may appear to weak Men of our own Principles, pro­
duce infinite Calamities among Mankind, and are highly 
Criminal in their own Nature ; and yet how many Per- 
fons eminent for Piety fulFer fuch monllrous and abfurd 
Principles of Aftion to take Root in their Minds under 
the Colour of Virtues ? For my’own part, I  mull own 
I  never yet knew any Party fo juft and reaibnable, that a 
Man could follow it in its Height and Violence, and at 
the fame time be innocent.
_ W E  fhould likewife be very apprehenfive of thofe Ac­

tions which proceed from natural Conftitution, favourite 
Paflions, particular Education, or whatever promotes our 
worldly Intereft or Advantage. In thefe and the like Ca­
fes, a Man’s Judgment is eafily perverted, and a wrong 
Bias hung upon his Mind. Thefe are the Inlets of Pre­
judice, the unguarded Avenues of the Mind, by which a 
thoufand Errors and fecret Faults find Admiffion, with­
out being obferved or taken notice of. A wife Man will 
fufpeft thofe Aftions to which he is dircdted by fome- 
thing befides Reafon, and always apprehend fonie con­
cealed Evil in every Refolution that is of a difputable 
Nature,when it is conformable to his particular Temper, 
his Age, or Way of Life, or when it favours his Pleafure 
or his Profit.

T  H  E R E is nothing of greater Importance to us than 
thus diligently to lift our Thoughts, and examine all thefe 
dark RecelTes of the Mind, if we would eftablilh our Souls 
m fuch a folid and fubftantial Virtue as will turn to Ac­
count in that great Day, when it mull Hand the Tell of 
infinite Wifdom and Jullice.
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