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H E N | confider this great City in its feverah

Quarters and Divifions, | look upon itasan Ag-

gregate of various Nations dillinguilhed from,
each other by their refpedtive Cuftoms, Manners and In-
terells. 'The Courts of two Countries do not fo muclv
differ from one another, as tlie Court and City in their,
peculiar ways of Life and Converfation. In fhort, the®
Inhabitants of St. James % notwithftanding they live un-
der the fame Laws, and fpeak the fame Language, arc a
dillinft. People from thole of Cheapfide, who are like-
wife removed from thofe of the Temple on the one fide,,
and thofe of Smithfield on the other, by fever.al Climates
and Degrees in their way of Thinking and Converfing
together.

P'OR this Reafon, when any publick Affair is upon-
the Anvil, | love to hear tlie Reflexions that arile upon,
it in the feveral Dillrifts and Parifhes of London and
Wefiminfter, and to ramble up and down a whole Day
together, in order to make my felf acquainted with the
Opinions of my ingeruous Countrymen. By this means
I know the Faces of all the principal Politicians within
the Bills of Mortality; and as every Coffee-houfe has
feme particular Statefman belonging to it, who is the
Mouth of the Street where he lives,.l always take care
to place my felf near him, in order to know his Judg-
ment on the prefent Pcfture of Affairs. The lafl Pror
gxefs that | made with this Intention, was about three
Months ago, when we had a current Report of the
King of France's Deatli. As-1 forefaw this would pro-
duce a new Face of things in Europe, and many curioiis
&) ccuiations in owx Britijh Coffce-lioufe.? | was very da-
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firous to leam the Thoughts of our moll eminent Politici-
ans on that Occalion.

T HAT | might begin as near the Fountain-Head as
poflible, I firll of all called in at St. James's, where |
found the whole outward Room in a Buz of Politicks.
The Speculations were but very indifferent towards the
Door, but grew finer as you advanced to the upper end
of the Room, and were fo very much improved by a
Knot of Theorills, who fat in tlie inner Room, with-
in the Steams of the Coffee-Pot, that | there heard the
whole Spantjh Monarchy difpofed. of, and all the Line
of Bourbon provided for in lefs than a Quarter of an
Hour.

| afterwards called in at Giles's, where.| faw a Board
of Trench Gentlemen fitting upon the Life and Death of
their Grand Monarque. Thofe among them who had
tfpoufed the Whig Intereft, very pofitively affirmed,
that he departed this Life about a Week fincc, and
therefore proceeded without any further delay to the
Releale of their Friends on the Gallies, and to their
own Re-ellablifhment; but finding they could not agree
among themfelves, 1 proceeded on my intended Pro-
grefs.

UPON my Arrival at Jenny Man's | faw an alertt
young Fellow that cocked his Hat upon a Friend of his
who entered juft at the fame time with my felf, and ac-
cofted him after the following Manner. Well Jack, the
old Prig is dead at laft. Sharp’s the Word. Now or ne-
ver, Boy. Up to tlie Walls of Paris direflly. With fe-
vcral other deep Reflexion.s of the fame Nature.

1 met with very little Variation in the Politicks be-
tween Charing Crofs and Consent-Garden. And upon my
going into WilPs | found their L'i.courfe was gone off
from the Death of the French King to that of Monfieur
Boileciu, Racine, Corneille, and fevcral other Poets, whom
they regretted on this Occafion, as Perfons who would
have obliged theV/orld with very noble Elegies on the
Death of fo great a Prince, and fo eminent a Patron of
Learning.

AT a Coffee-houfe neaY the Temple, | found a couple
of young Gentlemen engaged very imartly in a Difpute
@1 tile Siicceflion to the Spanijlo Monarciiy. One of thun.
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feemed to have been retained as Advocate for the Duke
of Jmou, the other for his Imperial Majelly. They were
both for regulating the Title to that Kingdom by the
Statute Laws of Efiglanii; but finding them going out of
my Depth 1 paffed forward to PauPs Church-yard, where
I liften’d with great Attention to a learned Man, who gave
the Company an Account of the deplorable State of France
during the Minority of the deceafed King.

I then turned on my right Hand into FiJh-Jireet, where
the chief Politician of that Quarter, upon hearing (he
News, (after having taken a Pipe of Tobacco, and rumi-
nated for fome time) If, fays he, the King of France i»
certainly dead we fhall have Plenty of Mackerel this Sea-
fon; our Fifhery will not be dillurbed by Privateers, as it
has been for thefe ten Years paft. He afterwards confider-
ed how the Death of this great Man would affeift our Pil-
chards. and by feveral other Remarks infufed a general
Joy into his whole Audience.

| afterwards entered a By-Coffee-houfe that flood at
the upper end of a narrow Lane, where 1 met with a
Nonjuror, engaged very warmly with a Laceman who
was the great Support of a neighbouring Conventicle.
The -Matter in Debate was, whether the late French King
was moft like Augujius Crefar, or Hero. The Contro-
verfy was carried on with great Heat on both Sides, and
as each of them looked upon me very frequently during
the Courfe of their Debate, | was under fome Apprehen-
f.on that they would appeal to me, and therefore laid
down my Penny at the Bar, and made the bell of my way
to Cheapjtde. . . .,

I heré gazed upon the Signs for fome time before 1
found one to my Purpofe. The lirll Objeft | met in the
Coffee-Room was a Perfon who expreffed a great Grief
for the Death of theFrench King ; but upon his explain-
ing himfclf, | found his Sorrow did not arife from tlie
Lofs of the Monarch, but for his having fold out of the
Bank about three Days before he heard the News of it:
Upon which a Habcrdafher, who was the Oracle of the
Coffee-houfe, and had his Circle of Admirers about him,
called feveral to witnefs that he had declared his Opinion
above a Week before, that the French King was certain-
ly dead j to which he added, tliat conlidering the late
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