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Advices we had received from France, it was impoffible 
that it could be otherwife. As he was laying thefe to­
gether, and didtating to his Hearers with great Authority, 
there came in a Gentleman from Garanuay's, who told us 
that there were feveral Letters from France jull come in, 
with Advice that the King was in good Health, and was 
gone out a Hunting the very Morning the Poll came 
away : Upon which the Haberdaflier Hole off his Hat that 
hung upon a wooden Peg by him, and retired to lus 
Shop with great Confufion. This Intelligence put a Stop 
to my Travels, which I had profecuted with fo much Sa- 
tisfadlion j not being a little pleafed to lacar fo many dif­
ferent Opinions upon fo great an Event, and to obferve 
how naturally upon fuch a Piece of News every one is 
apt to confider it with a Regard to his particular Inte- 
relt and Advantage. L

N® 404. Friday, June 13.

Fion omnia pojjumus omnes. Virg.

N a t u r e  does nothing in vain: the Creator of the 
Univerfe has appointed every thing to a certain 
Ufe and Purpoi’e, and determin’d it to a fettled 

Courfe and Sphere of Aftion, from which, if it in the 
leaft deviates, it becomes unfit to anfwer tliofe Ends for 
which it was defigned. In like manner it is in the Dif- 
pofitions of Society, the civil Oeconomy is formed in a 
Chain as well as the natural; and in either Cafe the 
Breach but of one Link pals the Whole in fome Difor- 
der. I t is, I think, pretty plain, that moil of the Abfurdity 
and Ridicule we meet with in the World, is generally ow­
ing to the impertinent Affedation of excelling in Cha- 
radlers Men are not lit for, and for which Nature never 
defigned them.

E V E R Y  Man has one or more Qualities which may 
make him ufeful both to liimfelf and otiicrs; Nature ne­
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ver fails of pointing them out, and while the Infant con­
tinues under her Guardianfliip, llie brings him on in his 
Way ; and then offers her felf for a Guide in what remains 
of the'Journey; if he proceeds in that Courfe, he can 
hardly mifcarry: Nature makes good her Engagements; 
for as fhe neverpromifeswhat llie is notable to perform, 
fo fhe never fails of performing what llie promifes. But 
the Misfortune is. Men defpife what they may be Maftcrs 
of, and affea what they are not fit for ; they reckon them- 
felvcs already poffelled of what their Genius inclined them 
to, and fo bend all their Ambition to excel in what is out 
of their Reach : Thus they deftroy the Ufc of their natural 
Talents, in the fame manner as covetous Men do their 
Quiet and Repofe ; they can enjoy no Satisfaftion in what 
they have, becaufc of the abfurd Inclination they are po-f- 
feffed with for what they have not.

C L E A N T H E S  had good Senfe, a great Memory, 
and a Conllitution capable of the clofeft Application : In 
a word, there w-as no Profeffion in which Clcanthes 
might not have made a very good Figure ; but this won’t 
fatisfy him, he takes up an unaccountable Fondnefs for 
the Charafter of a fine Gentleman ; all his Thoughts are 
bent upon this: inllcad of attending a DilTedHon, fre­
quenting the Courts of Juftice, or ftudying the Fathers, 
Clcanthes reads Plays, dances, drefles, and fpcnds his Time 
in Drawing-rooms; inftead of being a good Lawyer, Di­
vine, or Phyfician, Clcanthes is a downright Coxcomb, 
and will remain to all that knew him a contemptible Ex­
ample of Talents mifapplied. It is to this AfFcClatiqn the 
World owes its whole Race of Coxcombs: Nature in her 
whole Drama never drew fuch a P art: fhe has fomo- 
times made a Fool, but a Coxcomb is always of a Man’s 
own making, by applying his Talents otherwife than 
Nature defigned, who ever bears a high Refentmcnt for 
being put out of her Courfe, and never fails of talcing her 
Revenge on thofe that do fo. Oppofmg her T endency in 
the Application of a Man’s Parts, has the fame Succefs as 
declining from her Courfe in the Produftion of Vege­
tables, by the Afliftance of Art and an hot Bed : We may 
poffibly extort an unwilling Plant, or an untimely Salad ; 
but how weak, how taftelefs and inlipid ? Juft as infipid 
as the Poetry of Valerio; Valerio had an univerfal Cha-
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rafter, was genteel, had Learning, thought jullly, f[->oke 
correftly ; ’twas believed there was nothing in which Va­
lerio did not excel; and ’twas fo far true, tliat there was 
but one; Valerio had no Genius for Poetry, yet he’s re- 
folved to be a Poet; he writes Verfes, and takes great 
Pains to convince the T o \-n, that Valerio is not that ex­
traordinary Perfon he was taken for.

I  F Men would be content to graft upon Nature; and 
affift her Operations, what mighty Effefts might we ex- 
peft ? 7ully would not Hand lo much alone in Oratory, 
Virgil in Poetry, or Ceefar in War. To build upon Na­
ture, is laying the Foundation upon a Rock ■, every thing 
difpofes it felf into Order as it were of Courfc, and the 
whole Work is half done as foon as undertaken. Cicero’s 
Genius inclined him to Oratory, VirgiPs to follow the 
Train of the A'lufcs; they pioufly obeyed the Admoniti­
on, and were rewarded. Flad attended the Bar, his 
modeft and ingenious Virtue would furely have made 
but a very indifterent Figure ; and Tully's declamatory 
Inclination would have been as ufelefs in Poetry. Nature, 
if  left to her felf, leads us on in the bell Courfe, but will 
do nothing by Compulfion and Conllraint; and if we are 
not fatisfied to go her way, we are always the greatell 
Sufferers by it.

W H E R E V E R  Nature defigns a Produftion, llie al­
ways difpofes Seeds proper for it, which are as abfolutely 
necellary to the Formation of any moral or intelleftual Ex­
cellence, as they are to the Being and Growth of Plants ; 
and J know not by what Fate and Folly it is, that Men are 
taught not to reckon him equally abfurd that will write 
Verfes in fpite of Nature, with that Gardiner that lliouTd 
undertake to raife a Junquil or Tulip without the Help . 
of their refpeftive Seeds.

A S there is no good or bad Quality that does not af- 
feft both Sexes, fo it is not to be imagined but the fair 
Sex mull have fuffered by an Affeftation of this Nature, 
at leall as much as the other: The ill Effeft of it is in 
none fo confpicuous as in the two oppofite Char.afters of 
Calia and Iras ; Ca-lia has all the Charms of Perfon, to­
gether with an abundant Sweetnefs of Nature, but wants 
Wit, and has a very ill Voice; Iras is ugly and ungentcel, 
but has W it and good Senfe ; I f  Calia would be filent,

kci.

her Beb 
Hearers 
ceffantl; 
Languc 
Calia 1 
Excelle 
would I 
Calia £ 

T H  
not onl 
one: ^ 
figned, 
fit for; 
Way, 1 
would 
Hie mi; 
Olive; 
to Wh 
ter of 
the V* 
Diftat
nounct
Studie
as emi 
Ihould 
tion b 
and ft 
I  cou: 
Natu: 
but al 
reft ( 
^ully 
bellio

Ayuntamiento de Madrid



no-4°4- 'the S p e c t a t o r , 41
her Beholders would adore h er; if Iras would talk, her 
Hearers would admire her j but Tongue
celTantly, while Iras gives her felf ftlent Airs and ^  
Languors ; fo that’tis difheuk to perfuade one s felf tln t̂ 
e J a  has Beauty and Iras Wi t : Each negkfts herovm 
Excellence, and is ambitious ot the other sCharafter. Iras 
would be thought to have as much Beauty as Calta, and 

as much Wit as 7 w . .
T H E  great Misfortune of this AffeGationis, thatMen 

not only loie a good Quality, but alfo contraft a bad 
one: They not only are unfit for what they were de- 
fiened, but they affign themfelves to what they are not 
fiffor j and inftead of making a very good Figure one 
Way, make a very ridiculous one another. isemanthe 
would have been fatisfied with her natural Complexion, 
llie might Hill have been celebrated by the ^
Olive Beauty ; but Semanthe has taken up an Afteftation 
to White and Red, and is now diftinguifhed by the Charac­
ter of the Lady that paints fo well. In a word, could 
the World be reformed to the Obedience of that famed 
Diaate, FMow lV«r««,which the Oracle of Dc fhosvso- 
nounced to Cksro when he confulted what Courfe of 
Studies he fliould purfue, we fhould fee almoft eve^ Man 
as eminent in his proper Sphere as Fully was in his, ^ d  
fliould in a very fliort time find Impertinence and Attetta- 
tion banifhed from among the- Women, and Coxcombs 
and falfe Cliaraaers from among the Men. For my part, 
I  could never confider this prepofterous Repugnancy to 
Nature any otherwife, than not only as the greateft h oily, 
but alfo one of the moll heinous Crimes, fince it is a di-
rea  OppofitiontotheDifpofitionof Providence, and (as
Fully expreffes it) like the Sin of the Giants, an aaual 
bellion againft Heaven.
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