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I Am very forry to find, by the Opera Billsfor this Day, 
that we are likely to lofe the greatell Performer in 
Dramatick Mufick that is now living, or that perhaps 

ever appeared upon a Stage. I need not acquaint my Rea­
der, that f am fpeaking of Signior Nicolini. The Town 
is highly obliged to that E.xcellent Artift, for having (hewn 
us the Italian Mufick in its Perfeftion, as well as for that 
generous Approbation he lately gave to an Opera of our 
own Country, in which the Compofer endeavoured to do 
Juflice to the Beauty of the Words, by following that No­
ble Example, which has been fet him by the greateft B’o- 
reign Makers in that Art.

1 could heartily vvifh there was the fame Application 
and Endeavours to cultivate and improve our Churcli- 
Mufick, as have been -lately bellowed on that c f the 
Stage. Our Compofers have one very great Incitement 
to it: They are fure to meet with Excellent Words, and 
at the fame time, a wonderful Variety of them. There 
is no Pafiion that is not finely exprefied in thofe parts 
of the infpired Writings, which are proper for Divine 
Songs and Anthems.

■ T H E R  E is a certain Coldnefsand Indifference in the 
Phrafes of our European Languages, when they are com­
pared with the Oriental Forms of Speech; and it hap­
pens very luckily, that the Hebre-ni Idioms run into tlie 
Englijh Tongue witha particular Grace and Beauty. Our 
Language lias received innumerable Elegancies and Im ­
provements, from that Infufion of Htbraifms, which are 
derived to it out of the Poetical Paflages in Holy Writ. 
They give a Force and Energy to our Expreflion, warm 
and animate our Language, and convey our Thoughts in
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more ardent and intenfe Phrafes, any that are to be 
met with in our own Tongue. There is fomething p - 
thetick in this kind of Didlion, that rt often fets the Mmd 
in a Flame, and makes our Hearts burn within us. Ho 
cold and dead does a Prayer appear, that is compofcd m 
the moft Elegant and Polite Forms of Speech, w'nclt are 
natural to our Tongue, when it is not heightned by that 
Solemnity of Phrafe, which may be drawn from the Sa­
cred Writings. I t  has been faid by fome of the Ancients, 
that if the Geds were to talk with Men, they wou.d cer- 
S y f p e a k  i n P Ws S t i l e i  but I th nk tye may fay, 
witli lufticc, tliat when Mortals converic withtneir Crea­
tor, they cannot do it in fo proper a Sale as m that of tlw

^  I'p^any mirwould judge of the Ec.iuties of Poetry 
that are to be met wdth in the Divine Writings, and exa­
mine how kindly the Hebrew Manners of SpeeA mix 
and incorporate with the Language; afterhav.ng
nerufed the Book ofPfalms, let him le.td a litera^lTranl- 
\ztxOTioU-Ioraceor Pindar. He  ̂will find m fhefe two 
1 ift fuch an Abfurdity and Confunon of Stile, with fuch . 
Comparative Poverty of Imagination, as will make him 
very fenfible of wliat I have been here advancing.

S IN  C E we have therefore fuch a 1 reafury of Words, 
fo beautiful in themfelves, and fo proper Ae Airs ^  
Mufick, I cannot but wonder that Perfons of Diftmdtion 
Ihould give fo little Attention and Encouragement to 
that kind of Mufick which would have its Foundation m 
Reafon, and which would improve our Virtue in pro­
portion as it raifed our Delight. The Papons ^bat are . 
excited by ordinary Compofitions generally flow from 
fuch filly and abfurd Occafions, that a Man is aftamed to 
refleft upon them ferioufly ; but the Fear, the Love, the 
Sorrow, the Indignation that are awakened in the Mmd 
by Hymns and Antliems, make the Heart better, and 
pmceed from fuch Caufes as are altogether teafonable 
and praife-worthy. Pleafure and Duty go hand in hand, 
and tlie greater our Satisfaftion is, the greater is our Reli-

M U  S IC  K' among thofe w’ho were Ailed the chofen 
People was a Religious Art. The Songs of Ston, which 
we have reafon to believe were m high repute among
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the Courts of the Eallem Monarchs, were nothing elfe 
but Pfalms and Pieces of Poetry that adored or celebra­
ted the Supreme Being. The greateft Conqueror in this 
Holy Nation, after the manner of the old Grecian Ly- 
ricks, did not only compote the Words of his Divine 
Odes, but generally fet them to Mufick himfelf; After 
wliich, his Works, tho’ they were confccrated to- the 
'I’abemaclc, became the National Entertainment, as well 
as the Devotion of liis People.

T H E  firft Original of the Drama was a Religious 
Worfhip confifting only of a Chorus, which was nothing 
elfe but a Hymn to a Deity. As Lu.xury and Voluptu- 
oufnefs prevailed over Innocence and Religion, this Form 
of Worfhip degenerated into Tragedies; in which how­
ever the Chorus fo far remembred its firft Office, as to 
brand every thing that was vicious, and recommend eve­
ry thing that was laudable, to intercede with Heaven 
for the Innocent, and to implore its Vengeance on the 
Criminal.

HOMER  and /f^<?i/intimate to us how this Art fhould 
be applied, when they reprefent the Mufes as furrounding 
Jupiter, and warbling their Hymns about his Throne. I  
might Ihew from innumerable PafTages in Ancient Wri­
ters, not only that Vocal and Inftrumental Mufick were 
made ufe of in their Religious Worfhip, but that their 
moft favourite Diverfions were filled with Songs and 
Hymns to their refpeftive Deities. Flad we frequent En­
tertainments of this Nature among us, they would not a 
little purify and exalt our Paffions, give our I'houghts a 
proper Turn, and cherifh thofc Divine Impulfes in the 
Soul, which every one feels that has not ftifled them by 
fenfual and immoderate Pleafures.

M U S I C K, when thus applied, raifes noble Hints in 
the Mind of the Hearer, and fills it with great Concep­
tions. I t ftrengthens Devotion, and advances Praifeinto 
Rapture. I t lengthens out every Aft of Worfhip, and 
produces more lalling and permanent Impreffions in the 
Mind, than thofe which accompany any tranfient Form 
of Words that are uttered in ihc ordinary Method of Re­
ligious Worfhip. O
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