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V.
Our phajing Toil ’will then be foon o'erpaid.

And thou, in Wonder loji, Jhalt 'vienv my Fair, 
Admire each Feature of the lonjely Maid,

Her artlefs Charms, her Bloom, her Jprightly Air. ■
VI.

But h  ! ’with graceful Motion thereJhe fwims.
Gently removing each ambitious W ave; 

fhe crouding Woves tranfported clajp her Limbs : 
When, ’when, oh ’when f a l l  1fuch Freedoms have !

vn.
In vain, ye envious Streams, fo fa fl ye flovs.

To hide her frosn a Lover s ardent Gaze :
From every Touch ye more tranfparent grovi,

And all reveal'd the beauteous Wanton plays. T.

• s1 s/

N ° 407. ^uefday, June ly.

•abejl facundis Gratia diHis. Ovid.

M o s t  Foreign Writers who have given any Cha­
mber of the Nation, whatever Vices they
afcribe to it, allow in general, that the People are 

naturally Modeft. I t proceeds perhaps from this our Na­
tional Virtue, that our Orators are obfervedto make ufe 
oflefs Gellure or A£lion than thofe of other Countries. 
Our Preachers Hand llock-ftill in the Pulpit, and will not 
fo much as move a Finger to fet off the bell Sermqns in 
the World. We meet with the fame fpeaking Statues at 
our Bars, and in allpublick Places of Debate. OurWords 
flow from us in a fmooth continued Scream, without 
thofe Strainings of the Voice, Motions of the Body, and 
Majefty of the Hand which are fo much celebrated in the 
Orators of Greece and Rome. We can talk of Life and 
Death in cold Blood, and keep our Temper in a Difeourfe 
which turns upon every thing that is dear to us. Though 
our Zeal breaks out in the nneft Tropes and Figures, it
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.is not able to ftir a Limb about us. I  iave heard it ob- 
■ferved more than once by thofe who liave feen Italy, that 
an untravelled Englijhman cannot relifh all the Beauties of 
Italian Pictures, becaufe the Poftures which are cxprefled 
in them are often fuch as are peculiar to that Country. 
One who has not feen an Italian in the Pulpit, will not 
■know what to make of that noble Gefture in Raphaels 
Pifture of St. Raul preaching at Athens, where the Apo- 
ftlc is reprefcnted as lifting up both his Arms, and pouring 
out the Thunder of his Rhetorick amidft an Audience of 
Pagan Philofophers,

I T  is certain tliat proper Geftures and vehement Ex­
ertions of the Voice cannot be too much ftudied by a 
publick Orator. 1-hey are a kind of Comment to what 
he utters, and enforce every thing he fays, with weak 
•Hearers, better than the ftrongell Argument he can make 
ufe of. They keep the Audience awake, and li.x their 
Attention to what is delivered to them, at the fame time 
that they ihew the Speaker is in earnert, and affefted 
himfelf w'ith what he fo paifionately recommends to o- 
thers. Violent Gefture and Vociferation naturally lliake 
the Hearts of the Ignorant, and fill them with a kind of 
■Religious Horror. Nothing is more frequent than to fee 
Women weep and tremble at the Sight of a movino- 
Preacher, tho he is placed quite out of their Hearing 5 as 
in England we very frequently fee People lulled afleepw'ith 
folid and elaborate Difeourfes of Piety, who would be 
warmed and tranfported out of themfelves by the Bellow- 
iugs and Diftortions of Enthufiafm.

I F  Nonfenfe, when accompanied with fuch an Emo­
tion of Voice and Body, has fuch an Influence on Mens 
Minds, what might we not expeft from many of thofe ad­
mirable Difcourles which are printed in our Tongue, were 
they delivered with a becoming Fervour, and with the 
moft agreeable Graces of Voice and Gefture ?

W E are told that the great Latin Orator very much 
impaired his Health by this laterum contentia, this Vehe­
mence of Aftion, with which he ufed to deliver him­
felf. The Greek Orator was likewife fo very famous for 
this Particular in Rhetorick, that one of his Antagonifts, 
whom he had banilhed from Athens, reading over the 
Oration which had procured his Banilhraent, and fec-
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ine his Friends admire it, could not forbear asldng them, 
if^they were fo much affeaed by the bare reading of it,
how L c \ .  more they would been alarrned had ^ey
heard him aaually throwing out fuch a Storm ot

O W cold and dead a Figure, in Comparifon of thefe 
two ^reat E ,  does an Orafor often make at the BrUtfi 
Bar ^holdiM up his Head, with the moft 
S ’ftrokinl L  fidesof a long W ig that reaches down
to his Middle? The truth^f It IS. s S k e r ^
more ridiculous than theGellures °f 
YOU fee feme of them running their Hands into their Pock 
i r a s  far as ever they can thruft them, and others look­
ing with great Attention on a piece of hw n ^

SSTuinTnV his HaHn h T k n d s ?  mLlding h into fe-

r l d t s S  i r o t i l r / r f f .
hi’s Harangue. A deaf Man would think he ww Cheap- 
lTin?a BefveNwhen perhaps he is talking of the Fate of 

Nation. 1 remember when I was a young 
T̂ Taif uted to frequent Wejlminfler-Hall, there was 
^^C ounflfw ho  never\leaded4ith^^^^ a Piece ofPack- 
a t-oumci which he ufed to twill about a
W um b ora Finger,’all tlic while he was

fhofe DaU ufed to call it the Thread of his 
Difrourfe.for he was notable to utter a Word without it. 
r \ rS hii Clients who was more merry than wife, 
S  i f f r t S r n e V  in the midft of his P k a ^ ^  t 
but he had better have let it alone, for he loft his Caule

’̂̂ ^ h a l f  all along acknowledged my felf to be a dumb 
Man, and therefore may be thought a very improper Per- 
fon to give Rules for Oratory ; but I  believe every one 
wril aefee with me in this, that we ought either to lay 
S e ^ l  kinds ofGefture, (which feems to be very fuita- 
We to the Genius of our Nation) or at leaft to make ufe 
of fucli only as are graceful and exprelTivc.

Wednefday,
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