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Deed affeBus animi nequefe nimiUm erigere, necfuhjacert
fer'viliter. Tull, dc Finibus.

Mr. Spectator,

* T Have always been a very great Lover of your Spe-
culations, as well in Regard to the Subjeft, as to
your Manner of Treating it Human Nature |

always thought the moll ufeful Objeft of human Rea-

* fon, and to make the Confideration of it pleafant and

* entertaining, | always thought the bell Employment of

* human Wit; Other Parts of Philofophy may perhaps

* make us wifer, but this not only anfwers that End,,

" but makes us better too. Flence it was that the Ora-

* cle pronounced Sfffrarw thewifell of all Men living, be-

' cauie he judicioully made choice of human Nature foe

‘ the Obijeil of his Thoughts ; an Inquiry into which as

* much exceeds all other Learning, as it is of more Con-
fequence to adjull the true Nature and Meafures of

‘ Right and Wrong, than to fettle the Dillance of the

* Planets, and compute the Times of their Circumvolu-

* tions.

‘ ONE good Effeil that will immediately arife from

‘ a near Oblervation of human Nature, is that we lhal!

‘ ceafe to wonder at thofe Aftions which Men are ufed

to reckon wholly unaccountable; for as nothing is pro-

duced without a Caufe, fo by obferving the Nature
and Courfe of the Paflions, we lhall be able to trace

* every Aftion from its firll Conception to its Death ;

“ We Ihall no more admire at die Proceedings of Cati-

line or Tiberius, when we know the one was aftuated

by acruel Jealoufy, the other by a furious Ambition ;

* for the Aftions of Men follow their Palfions as natu-

‘ rally as Light does Heat, or as any other Effcft flows

from its Caufe; Reafon mull be employed in adjullmg

C 2 ‘ the
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the Panions, but they muft ever remain the Principles

af WAH'EH ftrange and abfurd Variety that Isfo apparent

m Mens Adions, Ihews plainly they can never proceed
immediately from Reafon ; fo pure a Fountain emiM
no fuch troubled Waters: They muft neceflarily arife
from'the Palfions, which are to the Mind as the Winds
to a Ship, they only can move it, and they too "ten
deftroy it; if fair and gv.ntle, they guide it into the Hy -
bour; if contrary and furious, they overfet it in tiie
Waves: In the fame manner is the Mind aflifted or en-
dangered by the Paflions; Reafon muft then take the
Place of Pilot, and can never fail of fecuring her
Charge if fhe be not v/anting to herfelf ; 1 he
Strength of the Paflions will never be accepted as an
Excufe for-complying with them ; they were defigncd
for Subjsdion, and if a Man fuffors them to get the
upper Hand, he then betrays the Liberty of his own

A a's Nature has framed the feveral Species of Beings
as it were in a Chain, fo Man feems to be placed as the
middle Link between Angels and- Brutes: Hence he
participates both of Flefli and Spirit by an admirable
Tic which in himoccafions perpetual War ofPaffions;
and’ as a Man inclines to the angelick or brute Part of
his Conftitution, he isthen denominated good or bad,
virtuous, or wicked; if Love, Mercy, and Good-na-
ture prevail, they fpeak him of the Angel; if Hatred,
Cruelty, and Envy .predominate, they declare his Kin-
dred to the Brute. Hence it was that Tome of the An-
cients imagined, that as Men in this Life inclined more
to the Angel or the Brute, fo after their Death they
fliould tranfmigrate into the one or the other ; and it
would be no iinpleafant Notion, to confider the feveral
Species of Brutes, into which we may imagine that
Tyrants, Mifers, the Proud, Malicious, and Ill-natured
might be changed. . o ]

S a Conféquence of this Original, all Paflions are
in all Men, but appear not in all: Conftitutoi, £-
ducation, Cuftoin of the Country, Reafon, and the like
Caufes may improve or abate the Strength of them,
but ft® ® Seeds remain, whicli are ever

fprout
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fprout forth upon the lead Encouragement. | have
heard a Story of a good religious Man, who, having
been bred witli the Milk of a Goat, was very naodett
in Publick by a careful Reflexion he made on his Ac-
tions, but he frequently had an Hour in Secret, where-
in he had his Frisks and Capers; and if we an
A Opportunity of examining the Retirement of theftria-
eftPhilofophers, no doubt but we Ihould find perpe-
tual Returns of thofe Paffioiis they fo artfijlly conceal
from the Publick. | remember Machianiel obferves,
that every State ihould entertain a perpetual Jealoufy
of its Neighbours, that fo it ihould never be unprovi-
ded when an Emergency hapixms: in like manner
fliould the Reafon be perpetually cn itsGu.ard againit
the Paffions, and never fuifer them to carry onany De-
fieri that may be deibaiftive ot its Security; yet at the
fame Time it muft be careful, that it don’t fo fthr break
their Strength as to render them contemptible, and con-
fequently it felf unguarded.
* THE Underftanding being of its felf too How
and lazy to exert it felt into Ailion, it s neceflary it
ihould be put in Motion by the gentle Gales ot tlie
Paffions, whicli may preferve it from ilamiating and
Corruption ; for they are as neceflary to the Health ot
the Mind, as the Circulation of the animal Spirits is
>to the Health of the Body ; they keep it in Life, ~d
Strength, and Vigour ; nor is it poffible for the Mind
to perform its Offices without their Affiftance : ~nefe
Motions are given us with our Being, they are little
Spirits that are born and die with us; to fome they are
mild, eafy and gentle, to others wayward and unrulys
yet never too ilrong for tlie Reins of Reaion and the
Guidance of Judgment.
‘W E may generally oliferve a pretty nice Proportion
between the Strength of Reafon and Paffion ; the great-
ell Genius’s have commonly the ftrongell AiFefIions, as
on the other hand, the weaker Underilandings have
generally the weaker Paffions ; and ’tis fit the Fury of
the Courfers lhould not be too great for the Strength of
the Charioteer. Young Men whofe Paffions are not a
little unruly, give Imall Hopes of their ever being con-
fiderable; the fire of Y&uth will of Courfe abate, and
3,



S4 The Spectator. 40s;

isa Fault, if it bea Fault, that mends everyDay; but
iurely unlcfsa Man has Fire in Youth, he can hardly
have Warmth in Old Age. We muft therefore be very
cautious, left while we think to regulate the Pallions,
we lhould quite extinguilh them, which is putting out
the Light ofthe Soul; for to be without Paflion, or to
be hurried away with it, makes a Man equally blind.
The extraordinary Severity ufed in moft of our Schools
has this fatal Effedl, it breaks the Spring of the Mind;
and moft certainly deftroys more good Genius’s than it
can poffibly improve. And furely ’tis a mighty Mif-
take that the Paffions lliould be fo intircly fubdued ;
for little Irregularities are fometimes not only to be
bore with but to be cultivated too, fmcc they are fre-
quently attended with the greateft Perfeftions. All
great Genius’s have Faults mixed with their Virtues, and
rel'einble the flaming Bulk which has Thorns amongft
' Lights.

‘ % INCE therefore the Paflions are the Principles of
human Aftions, we muft endeavour to manage them fo
as to retain their Vigour, yet keep tliem under ftrift
Command; we muft govern them rather like free Sub-
jefts than Slaves, left while we intend to make them
obedient, they become abjedl, and unfit for thofe great
Purpofes to which they were defigned. For my part
I muft confefs | could never have any Regard to that
Seil of Philofophers, who fo much infiftcd upon an
abfolute Indifference and Vacancy from all Paliion; for
it feems to me a Thing very inconfiftent for a Man to
' diveft himfelf of Humanity, in order to acquire Tran-
* quillity of Mind, and to eradicate the very Principles of
* Adlion, becaufe it’s poflible they may produce ill Ef-
¢ fedls.

lam, SIR,
Tour AffiSiionatt Admirer,

Thurfday',





