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____Mufao contingtre cunSa lepore.

G R A T I jI N  very often recommends the fine Tafte, 
as the utmoft Perfedtion of an accompUfhedMan. 
As this Wordarifes very often in Converfation, 1 

Ihall endeavour to give fome Account of it, and to *^7 
down Rules how we may know whether we are poilel-
fed of it, and h o w w e m a y  acquire that fineT:me otW nt-
ine, which is fo much talked of among thePolileWorld.

M O S T  Languages make ufe of this Metaphor, to 
exprefs that Faculty of the Mind, which dilUnguiflies all 
the mod concealed Faults and niceft Perfeaions in W rit­
ing We may be fure this Metaphor would not have 
been fo general in all Tongues, had there not been a very 
great Conformity between that Mentid w h i^  is
The Subjeft of this Paper, and that SenfitiveT^e w h i^  
gives us a Relilh of every different Flavour that affcas 
the Palate. Accordingly we find, there are as many 
Degrees of Refinement in the intelleftual Faculty, as in 
the Senfe, which is marked out by tliis common Deno­
mination. ■ A. ^  , • r

I knew a Perfon who poffefled the one in fo great a 
Perfeftion, that after having tafted ten different Kinds of 
Tea, he would diftinguifli, without feeing the Colour of 
it, the particular Sort whicli was offered him ; and not 
only fo, but any two Sorts of them that were mixt to­
gether in an equal Proportion j nay, he has carried the 
Experiment fo far,as upon tailing the Compofition of three 
different Sorts, to name tlie Parcels from whence the 
three feveral Ingredients were taken. A Man of a fine 
Tafle in Writing will difeern, after the fame manner, not 
only the general Beauties and Imperfedions of an Author,

■ but difeover the feveral Ways of thinking and exprefling 
himfclf, which diverfify him from all other Authors, 
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with the feveral Foreign Infufions of Tliought and Lan- 
cuace, and the particular Autliors from whom they were 
borrowed.

A F T E R  having thus far e.xplained what is generally 
meant by a fine Tafte in Writing, and' Ihewn the Pro­
priety of the Metaphor which is ufed on this Occafion, f  
think I  may define it to be that faculty of the Soul, which 
Jifccrns the Beauties of an Author with Pleafure, and the 
liyperfellions with Dijlike. I f a Man would know whether 
he is poffelTed of this Faculty, I would have him read over 
the celebrated Works of Antiquity, which have flood 
the F̂efl- of fo many different Ages and Countries, or 
thofe Works among the Moderns which have the Sanc­
tion of the Politer Part of our Contemporaries. I f  upon 
the Perufal of fuch Writings he does not find himfelf 
delighted in aii extraordinary Manner, or if, upon reading 
the admired Paflages in fuch Authors, he finds a Coldnefs 
and Indifference in his Thoughts, he ought to conclude, 
not (as is too ufual among taftelfefs Readers) tliat the Au­
thor wants thofe Perfeftiohs which have been admired in 
him, but that he himfelf wants the Faculty of difeovering 
them.

H  E flibuld, in the fecortd Place, be very careful to ob- 
ferve, whether he taftes the diflinguifhing PerfoSions, or, 
if  I  may Be allowed to call them fo, the Specifick Qualities 
of the Author whom he perufes j whether he is particu­
larly pleafed with Liny for his Manner of telling a 
Story,with Sallu/i for hiseritering into thofe internal Prin­
ciples of Aftion which arife from the Charafters and 
Marirters of the Perfons he deferibes, or with for
fiis difpla'yihg thofe outwdrd Motives of Safety and Inte- 
fert. Which give Birth tO the Whole Series ofTrartfafUons 
VVhiCli he rela'tes.

Pf E may likeWife confldef, liow differently he is af- 
flifled by the fame ThdugHr, which prefents it felf in a 
great'Writer, floril What He is when he finds it delivered 
By a  PerIBn of art Ordinary" Genius. For there is as 
much Difference iri apprehending a Thought clothed' in 
Cicii o's Language, and that of a- common Author, as in 
lecing’ art OBjeftby the Light Of a Taper, or by the Light 
Of flie Siirt.
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I T  is very difEcult to lay down Rules for the Acquire­

ment of fuch a Tafte as that 1 am here fpeaking of. The 
Faculty mull in fome degree be born with us, and it ve­
ry often happens, that thofe who have other Qualities m 
Perfcflion are wholly void of this. One of the mou cpt* 
nent Mathematicians of the Age has affured me, that 
the greatell Pleafurehe took in reading Virgil, was in exa­
mining JEncas his Voyage by the Map 5 as I queftion 
not but many a modern Compiler of Hillory, would be 
delighted with little more in that Divine Author, than in 
the bare Matters of Faft. „ . r

B U T  notwitliftanding this Faculty mult in fome mea- 
fure be born with us, there are feyeral Methods for Cul­
tivating and Improving it, and without which it will b^ 
very uncertain, and of little ufc to the Perfon that pol • 
fellesit. The moll natural Method for this Purpoie is 
to be converfant among the Writings of the moll Polite 
Authors. A Man who has any Relilli for line riting, 
either difcovers new Beauties, or receives llrongcr Im- 
preffions from the MaOerly Strokes of a great Author eve­
ry time he perufes him ; Befides that he naturally wears 
himfelf into the lame manner of Speaking and Thinking.

C O N V E R S A T I O N  with Men of a Polite Genius 
is another Method for improving our natural T ake., I t 
is impokible for a Man of the gi-eatell Parts to conhder 
any thing in its whole Extent, and in all its Vauety of 
Lights. Every Man, befides thole General Obfervatious 
which are to be made upon an Author, forms feveral P.e- 
flexions that are peculiar to liis own majiner of T h ir l ­
ing ; fo that Converfation v.'ill naturally furnilh us with 
Hints which we did not attend to, and make us enjoy 
other Mens Parts and Reflexions as well as our own. 
This is the bell Reafon I can give for the Obfervation 
which feveral Itave made, tliat Men of great Genius in 
the fame Way of Wridng, feldom rife up fingly, but at 
certain Periods of Time appear togetiurr, and in a Body ; 
as they did at in the Reign of Jugufius^ ^  m 
Greece about the Age of Soa aUs. I  cannot think tiuit 
Corneillt, Racine, IhUcre, BoUeau, la Fontaine, Bruyerf, 
Bcffit, or die Daciers, would have written fo well as drey 
have done, had they not been friends arid Contempora­
ries.
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I T  is likewife neccflary for a Man who would form 
to himielf a finifhed Talle of good Writing, to be well 
verfed in the Works of the beft Criticks both Ancient and 
Modern. I mull confefs that I could wilh there were 
Authors of this Kind, who befide the Mechanical Rules 
which a Man of very little Talle may difcourfe upon, 
would enter into the very Spirit and Soul of fine Writing, 
and Ihew us the feveral Sources of tliat Pleafure which 
rifes in the Mind upon thePcrufalof a noble Work. Thus 
although in Poetry it be abfolutely necelfery that the Uni­
ties of Time, Place and A£lion, with other Points of the 
fame Nature, fhould be thoroughly explained and under- 
ftood ; there is Hill fomething more effential to the Art,

• fomething that elevates and allonilhes the Fancy, and gives 
a Greatnels of Mind to the Reader, which few of the 
Criticks befides Longinus have confidered.

O U R  general Talle in England is for Epigram, Turns 
of Wit, and forced Conceits, which have no manner of 
Influence, either for the bettering and enlarging the Mind 
of him who reads them, and have been carefully avoided 
by the greatell Writers, both among the Ancients and Mo­
derns. I have endeavoured in feveral of my Speculations 
to banilh this Gothic Talle, which has taken Pofleflion 
among us. I entertained the Town for a week together, 
with an ElTay upon Wit, in which I  endeavoured to 
deteft feveral of thofe felfe kinds which have been admi­
red in the different Ages of the World ; and at the fame 
time to Ihew wherein the Nature of true W it confills. I  
afterwards gave an Inllance of the great Force which lies 
in a natural Simplicity of Thought to alfeft the Mind of 
the Reader, from fuch vulgar Pieces as have little elfe be- 
iides this Angle Qualification to recommend them. I  
have likewife examined the Works of the greatell Poet 
which our Nation or perhaps any other has produced, 
and particularized moft of thofe rational and manly Beau­
ties which give a Value to that Divine Work. I lhall next 
Saturday enter upon an Eflay on the Pleafures i f  the Imagi~ 
nation, which, though it lhall confider that Subjedl at large, 
will perhaps fuggeft to the Reader what it is that gives a 
Beauty to many PalTages of the finell Writers both in Profe 
and Verfe. As an Undertaking of this Nature is intirely 

, new, J queftipn not but it will be received with Candour. 
O  Friday^
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