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N® 412. Monday  ̂ June 23.

'Divifum fic hrewfiet Opus- Mart;

I Shall firft confider tliofe Pleafures of the Imagination, 
which arife from the aflual View and Survey of out­
ward Objeas; And thefe, I  think, all proceed front the 

Sight of what is Great- Uncommon, or Beautiful. There 
may, indeed, be fomething fo terrible or offenlive, that 
the Horror or Lothfomnefs of an Objeft may over-bear 
the Pleafure which refults from its Greatnefs, Novelty, or 
Beauty ; but ftill there will be fuch a Mixture of Delight 
in the very Difguft it gives us, as any of thefe three Qua­
lifications are moll confpicuous and prevailing.

B Y Greatnefs, I  do not only mean the Bulk of any 
fingle Objeft, but the Largenefs of a whole View, con- 

. fidered as one intire Piece. Such are the Profpeds of an 
open Champian Country, a vaft uncultivated Defart, of 
huge Heaps of Mountains, high Rocks and Precipices, 
or a wide Expanfe of Waters, where we are not llruck 
with the Novelty or Beauty of the Sight, but with that 
rude kind of Magnificence which appears in many of 
thefe ftupendous Works of Nature. Our Imagination 
loves to be filled with an Objeft, or to grafp at any 
thing that is too big for its Capacity. We are flung into 
a pleafing Aftonilhment at fuch unbounded Views, and 
feel a delightful Stilnefs and Amazement in the Soul at 
the Apprehenfions of them. The Mind of Man naturally 
hates every thing that looks like a Reftraint upon it, and 
is apt to fancy it felf under a fort of Confinement, when 
the Sight is pent up in a narrow Compafs, and Ihortned 
on every fide by the Neighbourhood of Walls or Moun­
tains. On the contrary, a fpacious Horizon is an Image 
of Liberty, where the Eye has Room to range abroad, 
to expatiate at large on the Immenfity of its Views, and 
to lo^ it felf amidit the Variety of Objefls that offer

them-
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themfelves to its Obfervation: Such wide and undeter­
mined Profpefts are as pleafing to the Fancy, as the Spe­
culations of Eternity or Infinitude are to the Underftan^ 
ing. But if there be a Beauty or Uncommonnefs joined 
with this Grandeur, as in a troubled Ocean, a H ^ven 
adorned with Stars and Meteors, or a fpacious Landskip 
cut out into Rivers, Woods, Rocks, and Meadows, the 
Pleafure Hill grows upon us, as it arifes from more than a 
fingle Principle.

E V E R Y  thing that is new or uncommon railes a 
Pleafure in the Imagination, becaufe it fills the Soul with 
an agreeable Surprife, gratifies its Curiofity, and gives it 
an Idea of which it was not before poffeft. We are in­
deed fo often converfant with one Set of Objedls, _ and 
tired out with fo many repeated Shows of the fame Things, 
that whatever is or uncommon contributes a little to 
vary human Life, and to divert our Minds, for a while, 
with the Strangenefs of its Appearance: I t  ferves us for 
a kind of Refrcfhment, and takes off from that Satiety 
we are apt to complain of in our ufual and ordinary En­
tertainments. It is this that bellows Charms on a Mon- 
ller, and makes even the Imperfeftions of Nature pleafe 
us. I t is this that recommends Variety, where the Mind 
is every Inllant called off to fomething new, and the At­
tention not fulfered to dwell too long, and wafte it felf 
on any particular Objeft. I t is this, likewife, that im­
proves what is great or beautiful, and makes it afford 
the Mind a double Entertainment. Groves, Fields, and 
Meadows, are at any Seafon of the Year pleafant to look 
upon, but never fo much as in the opening of tie  Spring, 
when they are all new and frefh, with their firft Glofs 
upon them, and not yet ttKi much accuftomedand fami­
liar to the Eye. For this Reafon there is nothing that 
more enlivens a Profpeft than Rivers, Jetteaus, or Palls of 
Water, where the Scene is perpetually Ihifting, and en­
tertaining the Sight every Moment with fomething that 
is new. We are quickly tired with looking upon 
and Valleys, where every thing continues fixt and fettled 
in the fame Place and Pollute, but fed  our Thoughts a 
little agitated and relieved at the Sight of fuch Objedls 
as are ever in Motion, and Hiding away from beneath
tlie Eye of the Beholder. btt 'o
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B U T  tliere is notliing that makes its Way more di- 
riiilly to the Soul tJian Beauty, which immediately dift’u- 
ic3 a fecrct SatisfatSfcion arul Complacency through tlie 
Imagination, and gives a Finilhing to any thing that is 
Great or Uncommon. The very lirlt Difeovery of it 

the Mind with an inward Joy, andfpreadsaClicar- 
fulnels and Deligjit through all its Faculties. Tlieic is 
not perhaps any real Beauty or Deformity more in one 
Piece of Matter than anotlier, bccaufe we might have been 
f  j m.ade,. that wlmfocver now appears lothfom to us, 
might have Ihewn it felf agreeable; but we find by Ex­
perience, that there aie fcveral Modifications of Matter 
whicli the Mind,, without any previous Confideration, pro­
nounces at firll Sight Beautiful or Deformed. Thus we 
fee tMt every different Species of fenfible Creatures has 
its different Notions of Beauty, and that each of them is 
moft affeiled with the Beauties of its own Kind. This 
is no where more remarkable than in Birds of the fame— ------ J v u u i u  J U  X J i i U d  u i  t u c  i c i m c

Shape and Proportion, where we often fee the Male deter.- 
mined in his Courtdiip by die fingle Grain or Tinfture ofJIA.___!_____ _______.1 _a  Feather, and never difeovering any Charms but in the 
Colour of its Species.

Scit thalamo ferntare Jidem, fandiafque w e tu r  
Connubii leges, non ilium in peBore candor 
Sollicitat ni-veusi neque pravum accendit amorem 
Spleadida Lanugo, aiel honejia in wertice crijla, 
Purpureuf’Ve nitor pennarum ; aji agmina late 
Fceminea explorat cautus, maculafque requirit 
Cognatas, paribufque interlita corpora guttis :
N i /accret, piliis fylnjam circum undique monjlris 
C^nfufam afpiccres ’vulgo, partufque biformes,

^ntis ambiguum, Vtneris monumenta nefandee\
nine merula in nigro Je obleBat nigra maritoj 

Hint focium lafcinsa petit Philomela canorum, 
j^nofcitque pares fonitus, hint NoBua tetram 
Ganitiem alarum, ^  glaucos miratur ocellos,
Hempe Jibi femper conjlat, crefdtque quotannis 
^ c id a  progenies, ca/los confejfa parentes;
JJum mirides inter faltus locofque fonoros 
Fere no-vo exult at, plumafque decora, Juventus 
ExpUcat ad folem, patriifque coloribus ardet.

T H E R E
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T H E R E  is a fecond Kind of Beauty that we find in 

the feveral Produdts of Art and Nature, which does not 
work in the Imagination with that Warmth and Violence 
as tl)e Beauty that appears incur proper Species, but is apt 
however to raife in us a fecret Delight, and a kind of 
Fondnefs for the Places or Gbjefts in which we difcover 
it. This confifts either in the Gaiety or Variety of Co  ̂
lours, in the Symmetry and Proportion of Parts, in the 
Arrangement and Difpofition of Bodies, or in a juft'Mix- 
tureand Concurrence of all together. Amor^.thcfc.feve- 
ral kinds of Beauty the Eye takes moft Delight in Co­
lours. We no where meet with a more glorious or pleafing 
Show in Nature, than what appears in the Heavens at the 
rifing and fetting of the Sun, which is wholly made up of 
thbfe different Stains of Light that Ihew themfelves in 
Clouds of a different Situation. For this Reafon we find 
the Poets, who are always addrefling themfelves to the 
Imagination, borrowing more of their E_pithcts from Co­
lours than from any other Topic.

A S the Fancy delights in every thing tlut is Great, 
■Strange or Bectutiful, and is Hill more pleafed the more 
it finds of thefe Perfeftions in the fame Objeft, fo it is 
capable of receiving a new Satisfaftion by the Afiif- 
tance of another Senfe. Thus any continued Sound, as 
the Mufick of Birds, or a Fall of Water, awakens every 
Moment the Mind of the Beholder, and makes him 
•more attentive to the feveral Beauties of the Place that 
lie before him. Thus if there arifes a Fragrancy of 
'Smells or Perfumes, they heighten the Pleafures of the 
Imagination, and make even the Colours and Verdure of 
the Landskip appear more agreeable; for the Ideas of 
both Senfes recommend each other, and are pleafanter to­
gether, than when they enter the Mind feparately : As the 
different Colours of a Pifture, when they are well difpo- 
fed, fet.oif one another, and receive an additional Beauty 
from the Advantage of their Situation. O
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