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N® 413. T‘uefdaŷ  June 24.

■ Cauja latet, •vis eji notijjima------ Ovid.

T H  O U  G H  in Yefterday’s Paper we confidered how 
every thing that is Great, New, or Beautiful, is 
apt to affeft the Imagination with Pleafure, we mult 

own that it is impoffible for us to affign the neccflary 
Caufe of this Pleafure, becaufe we know neither the Na­
ture of an Idea,nor the Subfiance of a human Soul, which 
might help us to difcover the Conformity or Difagreeable- 
neftof theone to the other j and therefore, for want of 
fuch a Light, all that we can do in Speculations of this 
kind is to refledl on thofe Operations of the Soul that arc 
moft’agreeable, and to range, under their proper Heads, 
what is pleafmg or difpleafing to tlie Mind, without being 
able to trace out the feveral neceflary and efficient Caufes 
from whence the Pleafure or Difpleafure arifes.

F I N  A  L Caufes lie more bare and o p n  to our Obfer- 
Tation, as there are often a greater Variety that belong to 
the fame Effieft ; and thefe, tho’ they are not altogether 
fo fatisfaflory, are generally moreufeful than the other, as 
they give us greater Occafion of admiring the Goodnefs 
and Wifdom of the lirft Contriver.

O N E of the final Caufes of our Delight in any thing 
that is great, may be this. The Supreme Author of our 
Being has fo formed the Soul of Man, that nothing but 
himlelf can be its lall, adequate, and proper Hajminefs. 
Becaufe, therefore, a great Part of our Happinefs mull: 
arife from the Contemplation of his Being, that he might 
give our Souls a juft Relifh of fuch a Contemplation, he 
has made them naturally delight in the Apprehenfion of 
what is Great or Unlimited. Our Admiration, which is 
a very pleafmg Motion of the Mind, immediately rifesat 
the Confideration of any Objeft that takes up a great deal 
of Room in tlie Fancy, and, by Confequence, will im­

prove
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prove into the higheft Pitch of Aftoniflimeht and Devotion 
when we contemplate his Nature, that is neither circum- 
feribed by Time nor Place, nor to be comprehended by 
the largell Capacity of a Created Being.

H  E has annex^ a fecret Pleafure to the Idea of any 
thing that is nenu or uHfOOTwan, that he might encourage us 
in the Purfuit after Knowledge, and engage us to fearch 
into the Wonders of his Creation; for every new Idea 
brings fuch a Pleafure along with it, as rewards any Pains 
we have taken in its Acqailitions, and confequently ferves 
as a Motive to put us upon frelh Difeoveries

H  E has made every thing that is beautiful in our tnun 
Species pleafant, that all Creatures might be tempted to 
multiply their kind, and fill the World with Inhabitants; 
for ’tis very remarkable that wherever Nature is croft in 
the Produdlion of a Monfter (theRefult of any unnatural 
Mixture) the Breed is incapable of propagating its Like- 
refs, and of founding a new Order of Creatures; fo that 
unlefs all Animals were allured by the Beauty of their own 
Species, Generation would be at an End, and the Earth 
unpeopled.

I N the laft Place, he has made every thing that is 
beautiful in all other Objedls pleafant, or rather has made 
fo many Objects appear beautiful, that he might render 
the whole Creation more gay and and delightful. He has 
given almoft every thing about us the Power of raifing 
an agreeable Idea in the Imagination : So that it is im- 
poffible for us to behold his Works witli Coldnefs or In­
difference, and to furvey fo many Beauties without a fe­
cret Satisfaftion and Complacency. Things would make 
but a poor Appearance to the Eye, if  we law them only 
in their proper Figures and Motions: And what Reafon 
can we affign for their exciting in us many of thofe ideas 
which are different from any thing tliat exifts in the 
Objefts themfelves, (for fuch are Light and Colours) were 
it not to add Supernumerary Ornaments to the Univerfe, 
and make it more agreeable to the Imagination ; We are 
every where entertained with plcafmg Shows and Appa­
ritions, we difeover Imaginary Glories in the Heavens, 
and in the Earth, and fee fome of tliis Vifionary Beauty 
poured out upon the whole Creation; but what a rough 
unfightly Sketch of Nature fhould we be entertained with.
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(did allher.ColQuringdifappear, andthefeveralDilbnaion»
. of X-iUht and Shade vanifti? In Ihort, our Souls are at 
■prefent delightfully loft and bewildered in a pleaUng De- 
M on, and we walk about like the mchanted Hero of .a 
Romance, who fees beautiful Caftles, Wewds and M ^ - 
dows; and at the fame tipie hears the w arbling^ Birds, 
and die purling of Streams: but upon the finilhing ot 
fome fecret Spell, the fantallick Scene breaks up, Md.the 
difconfolate Knight finds liimfclf on a barren Heath, or m 
a folitary Defart. It is not improbable tliat fometliing 
like t’fts may be the State of the Soul after its firft Sepa­
ration, in relpcft of the Images it will receive from Mat­
ter, tho' indeed the Ideas of Colours are fo pleafing and 
beautiful in the Imagination, that it is poflible the Soul 
■will not be deprived of them, but perhaps find them ex­
cited by fome other Occafional Caufe, as they are at 
prefent by the different Iniprefiions of tlie fubtle Matter
on the Organ of sight. . j  -.u

I  have here fuppofed that my Reader is acquainted witli 
that great Modern Difcoveiy, which is at prefent umver- 
fally acknowledged by all the Inquirers into Natural Bhi- 
lofophy ; Namely, tliat Light and Colours, as apprehend­
ed by the Imagination, are only Ideas in the Mind, and 
not Qualities that have any Exiftence in Matter. As this 
is a Truth which lias been proved inconteftably by many 
Modern Philofophers, and is indeed one of the fineftSpe- 

■ culations in that Science, if the Rpder would fee
the Notion explained at large, he may find it in the Eighth 
.Chapter of the fecond.Book of Mr. sEflay on Hu­
man Underftanding. O
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