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AlteriusJic
Altera pofcit opem res, (A conjurat amice. Hor.

are qualified to entertain the Imagination, we Ihall

find the lall very defedive, in Comparifon of the for-
mer ; for though they may fomctimes appear as Beauti-
ful or Strange, they can have notliing in them of that
Vaftnefs and Immenfuy, which aiford fo great an Enter-
tainment to tlie Mind of the Beholder. The one may
be as Polite and Delicate as the other, but can never Ihew
her felf fo Auguft and Magnificent in the Defign. There
is fomething more bold and mafterly in the rough eare-
lefs Strokes of Nature, than in the nice Touches and
Embellilhments of Art. The Beauties of tliemoft llately
Garden or Palace lie in a narrow Compafs, the Imagina-
tion immediately runs them over, and requires fomethinn-
clfe to gratify her ; but, in the wide Fields of Nature”®
the Sight wanders up and down without Confinement,
and is fed with an infinite Variety of Images, without
any certain.Stint or Number. For this Reafon we al-
ways find the Poet in Love with a Country-Life, where
Nature appears in the greateft Perfedion, and furnifhes
out all thofe Scenes that are moll apt to delight the Ima-
giiution.

IF we confider the Works of Nature and Art, as they

Scriptorum chorus omnis amat ttemus,  fugit XJrbes.
A Plor.

H'u Secura quies, Cf nefeiafallcre <wtta.

Dimes opum mariarum ; h'tc iatis otiafundis,

Upeluncte, mimique lacus; h'tcfrigida Temps,

Mugitufque bourn, mollefque fub arbore/omni. Virg.

B UT tho| there are feveral ofthefe wild Scenes, that
are more delightful than any artificial Shows j yet we
Von. VI. D find
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find the Works of Nature ftill more pleafant, the more
they refemblc thofe of Art; For inthis cafe our Pleafure
rifes from a double Principle; from the Agreeablenefs of
the Obiefts to the Eye, and from their Similitude to other
Obieds : We are pleafed as well with comparmg their
Beauties, as with furveying them, and ran reprefent them
to our Minds, either as Copies or Originals. Hence it is
that we take delight in a Profpeft which is well laid out,
and diverfified with Fields and Meadows, Woods and
Rivers ; in thofe accidental Landskips of Trees, Clouds
and Cities, that are fometimes found in the Veins of Mar-
ble ; in the curious Fret-work of Rocks and Grotto s ;
and in a.word, in any thing that hath fuch a Variety or
Regularity as may feem the Effeft of Defign in what we
call the Works of Chance.

I F the Produds of Nature rife in Value according as
they more or lefs refemble thofe of Art, we may be fure
that artificial Works, receive a greater Advantage from
their Refemblance of fuch as are natural ; becaufe here
the Similitude is not only pleafant, but the Pattern more
perfed The prfttieft Landskip 1 ever faw, was one
drawn on-the Walls of a dark Room, which flood op-,
pofitc on one fide to a navigable River, and on die other
to a Park. The Experiment is very common in Opticks.
Here you might difcover the Waves and Fluduations of
the Water in ttrong and proper Colours, with the Pidure
of a Ship entring at one end, -and failing by Degrees
through the whole Piece. On another there appeared the
Green Shadows of Trees, waving to and fro \yith the
Wind, and Herds of Deer among them m Miniature,
leaping about upon the Wall. 1 mult confefs, the N ovelty
of fuch a Sight may be one Ocrafion of its Pleafantnefs to
the Imagination ; but certainly the chiefReafon is its near
Refemblance to Nature, as it does not only, like other
Pidures, give the Colour and Figure, but the Motion of
the Things it reprefents. .

W E have before obferved, that there is generally in
Nature fomething more Grand and Auguft, than what
we meet witli in the Curioftties of Art. When, tliere-
fore we fee this imitated in any meafure, it gives us a
. nobler and more exalted kind of Pleafure, than what we
rcceiv# from the nicer and more accurate Produdiong\r%f
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Art.  On this Account our Englijh Gardens are not fb
entertaining to the Fancy as thoie in France and Italy\
where we ice a large Extent of Ground covered over
with an agreeable Mixture of Garden and Foreft
which reprefent every where an artificial Rudenefs, much
more charming than that Neatnefs and Elegancy which
we meet with in thofe ofour own Country. It might
indeed, be of ill Confequence to the I'ublick, as well as
“profitable to private Perfons, to alienate fo much
Ground from Pallurage, and the Plow, in many Parts of
a Country that is fo well peopled, and cultivated to a far
greater Advantage. But why may not a whole Eftata
be tlirown into a kind of Garden by frequent Plantati-
ons, that may turn as much to the Profit, as the Plea-
fure of the Owner ? A Marlh overgrown with Willows
or @ Mountain fhaded with Oaks, are not only more
beautiful, but more beneficial, than when they lie bare
and unadorned. Fields of Corn make a pleafant Prol'peift,
and if the Walks were a little taken care of that lie bcl
tween them, if the natural Embroideiy of the Meadows
were helpt and improved by fome fmall Additions of
Art, and the feveral Rows of Hedges fet off by Tree*
and Flowers, that the Soil was capable of receiving,
a Man might make a pretty Eandslcip of his own Pof-
feflions.

WRITERS who have given us an Account of
China, tell us the Inhabitants of that Country laugh
at the Plantations of our Europeans, which are laid out by
the Rule and Line, becaulc, they fay, any one may place
Trees in equal Rows and uniform Figures. They choofe
rather to fhew a Genius in Works of this Nature, and
therefore always conceal the Art by which they diredh
themfelves. They have a Word, it feems, in their Lan-
guage, by which they exprefs the particular Beauty of a
Plantation that thus ftrikes the Imagination at firll Sight,
without difeovering wliat it is that has fo agreeable an
Effect. Our Eri/i/h Gardeners, on the contrary, inftead
of humouring Nature, love to deviate from it as mucli
as poffible. Our Treesrife in Cones, Globes, and Pyra-
mids. We fee the Marks of the Sciflars upon every Plant
Md Bufli. 1 donot Icnowwhether I am lingular in my
Opinion, but for iny own part, | would rather look up-
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