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Jddt tot rgregiat urbes, operumque labortm. Virg-

a v in g already fliewn how the Fancy is affec-
H ted by the Works of Nature, and afterwards con-
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Lnv Sier. to produce thofe Primary Pleafures of the
Imagination, whkh have hitherto

nifeourfe. The Art | mean is that ot Architecture,
which | diall confider only with regard to the Ligh”n

ivhich the foregoing Speculations liave placed it, with-
out cn ring info thofe~ules and Maxims which thie
~fLt Malers of Architefture have laid down, and ex-
flaincdat large in numberlefs Treatifes upon that Sub-

p P/dTNESS in the Works of Architefture,
nray b e ~iS d f; relating to the .Bulk and Eody”of
the Strufture, or to the MiZffwfrm which it is bui .

for the fi d. we find the Ancients, efpec.ally among the
Eadern Nations of the World, infinitely fuperior to the

Moderns. NOT
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N O T to mention the Tower of Bald, ofwhich an
old Author fays, there were the Foundations to be feen
in his time, which looked like a fpacious Mountain ;
what could be more noble than the Walls of Babylon,
its hanging Gardens, and its Temple to yupiter Bdus,.
that role a Mile high by eight feveral Stories, each Story
a Furlong in Height, and on the Top of which, was
the Babylonian Obfervatory ; | might here, likewife, take-
notice of tlie huge Rock that was cut into tlie Figure of
Semiramis, with the fmaller Rocks that lay by it in the
Shape of Tributary Kings; the prodigiousBafon, or ar-
tificial Lake, which took in the Euphrates, till fuch
time as a new Canal was formed for its Reception, with
the feveral Trenches tlirough which tliat River was con-
veyed. | know there are Perfons who look upon fome of
thefe Wonders of Art as fabulous, but I cannot find any
Ground for fuch a Sufpicion, unlefs it be that we have
no fuch Works among us at prefent. There were indeed
many greater Advantages for Building in thofe Times,
and in that Part of the World, than have been met with
ever fmce. The Earth was extremely fruitful. Men
lived generally on Pafturage, which requires a much
fmaller number of Hands than Agriculture : There
were few Trades to employ the bufy Part of Man-
kind, and fewer Arts and Sciences to give Work to
Men of Speculative Tempers; and what is more than all
the reft, the Prince was abfolute ; fo that when he went
to War, he put himfelfat the Head of a whole People :
As we find Semiramis leading her three Millions to the
Field, and yet overpowered by the Number of her Ene-
mies. ’Tis nowonder, therefore, when (hewas at Peace,
and turned her Thoughts on Building, that ihe could ac-
compliih fo great Works, with fuch a prodigious Mul-
titude of Labourers : Befides that in her Climate, there
was fmall Interruption of Frofts and Winters which
make the Northern Workmen lie half the Year Idle. 1
might mention too, among the Benefits of the Climate,
what Fliftorians fay of the Earth, that it fweated out a
Bitumen or naturtil kind of Morter, which is doiibtlefs
the fame with that mentioned in Holy Writ, as contri-
buting to the Strufture of Bald. Slime they ufed inJlead
of Morter,
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IN J"gypt we ftill fee their P yramids, which anfwcr to
the Deferiptions that have been made of them ; and |
gaeftionnot but a Traveller might find out fome Remains
of the Labyrinth that covered a whole Province, and had
a hundred Temples difpofed among its feveral Quarters
and Divifions.

T HE Wall of China is one of thefe Eaftern Pieces
of Magnificence, which makes a Figure even inthe Map
of the World, altho” an Account of it would have been
thought Fabulous, were not the Wall it felfftill extant.

W E are obliged to Devotion for the nobleft Buildings
that have adorned the feveral Countries ofthe World. It
is this which has fet Men at work on I'emples and Pub-
lick Places of Worlhip, notonly that they might, by the
Magnificence of the Building, invite the Deity to refide
within it, but that fuch ftupendous Works might, at the
fame time, open the Mind to v.aft Conceptions, and fit
it to converfe with the Divinity of the Place. For every
thing that is Majeftick imprints an Awfulnefs and Reve-
rence on the Mind of the Beholder, and ftrikes in with
the Natural Greatnefs of the Soul.

I N the fecond placewearetoconfiderGrear«eySo/"iWa«-
Ter in Architefture, which has fuch Force upon the Ima-
gination, that a fmall Building, where it appears, ihall
give the Mind nobler Ideas than one of twenty times the
Bulk, wherethe Manner is ordinary or little. Thus, per-
haps,'a .Man would have been more aftoniflied with the
Majeftick Air that appeared in one of/”///HPsStatues of
Alexander, tho’ no bigger than the Life, than he might
have been with Mount Athos, had it been cut into the
Figure of the Hero, according to the Propofal of Phidias,
with a River in one Hand, and a City in the other.

LET any one refleft on the Difpofition of Mind he
finds in himfc-If, at his firft Entrance into the Pantheon
at Rome, and how the Imagination is filled with fomething
Great and Amazing; and, at the fame time, confider
how little, in proportion, he is aftefted with the Infide
ofa Gothick Cathedral, tho’ it be five times larger than
the. other ; which can arife from nothing elfe but the
Greatnefs of the Manner in the one, and the Meannefs

in the other.
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I have feen an Obfervation upon this Subjeft in a French
Author, which very much pleafed me. It is in Monfieur
Freart's Parallel of the Ancient and Modem Architefture.
I fhall give it the Reader with the fame Terms of Art
which he has made ufe of. | am ohferving (fays he) a
thing, ‘which, in my Opinion, is very curious, ‘whence it pro-
ceeds, that inthe fame Quantity ofSuperficies, the Man-
ner feems great and magnificent, and the other poor and tri-
fiing", the Reafon isfine and uncommon. | fay then, that to
introduce intoArchiteSlurf thisGrandeur ofManner, Wwe ought
fo toproceed,that the Dmifion ofthe Principal Members ofthe
Order tnay conpfi but offc ‘W Parts, that they be'allgreat and
ofa bold andample Relievo,and Smelling ; and that the Eye,
beholding nothing little and mean, the Imagination may he
more *vigoroufly touched and affcSed mith the Work that
fiands before it. For Example; In a Cornice, ifthe Gcla or
Cynatium of the Corona, the Coping, the Modillions or Den-
telli,make a noble Shorn by their graceful Projeilions, if ‘we
fee none of that ordinary Confufion mhich is the Refult of
thofe little CaVvities, Quarter Rounds ofthe Afiragal, and |
knom not how many other intermhsglcd Particulars, mhich
produce 710 Effeli ingreat and maffy Works, andmhich ‘ery
unprofitably take up place to the Prejudice ofthe Principal
Member, it is mofi certain that thisManner mill appear So-
lemn and Great; as onthe contrary, that it mill have but a
poor and mean EffeS, mhere there isa Redundancy of thofe
J'maller Ornaments, mhich divide andfcatter the Angles of
the Sight into fuch a multitude of Rays, fo prejfed together
that the mhole mill appear but a Confufion.

AMON G all the Figures in Architedlure, there are
none that have a greater Air than tlie Co-ncave and the
Conve.v, and we find in all the Ancient and Modem
Architedture, aswell in the remote Parts of China, as iji
Countries nearer home, that round Pillars and Vaulted
Roofs make a great Part of thofe Buildings which are
defigned for Pomp and Magnificence. The Reafon | take
to be, becaufe in thefe Figures we generally fee more of
the Body, than in thofe of other Kinds. There are, in-
deed, Figures of Bodies, where the Eye may take in two
Thirds ofthe Surface j but asin fuch Bodies the Sight mull
fplit upon feveral Angles, it docs not take in one uniform
Idea, but feveral ldeas of the fame kind. Look upon
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