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fo  fo lem n  in  th e  S peeches o f  h is  G h o f ts ,  F a ir ie s , W itc h e s  
a n d  th e  l ik e  Im a g in a ry  P erfo n s, th a t  w e  c an n o t fo rb ea r  
th in k in g  th e m  n a tu ra l,  th o ’ w e h a v e  n o  R u le  b y  w h ic h  
to  ju d g e  o f  th e m , a n d  m u ft confefs, i f  
Beings in  th e  W o r ld ,  i t  lo o k s  h ig h ly  p ro b a b le  th e y  Ihould  
t a l k  a n d  a f t  as h e  has rep re fcn ted  th e m .

T H E R E  is a n o th e r  fo rt o f  im a g in a ry  B eings, th a t  
w e  fo m etim es m ee t w ith  a m o n g  th e  P o e ts , w h en  th e  
A u th o r  rep re fen ts  a n y  P a flio n , A p p e tite ,  V ir tu e  o r  * 
u n d e r a  v ifib le  S h a p e , a n d  m a k e s  i t  a  P e rfo n  o r  a n  A t to r
in  his P o e m . O f  this Nature are the Dcfcriptions o f
H u n g e r  a n d  E n v y  in  O ti/V , o f  F a m e  in  r vgd, a n d  o t  b m  
a n d  D e a th  in  Miltor,. W e  find  a  w h o le  C re a tio n  o f  th e  
l ik e lh a d o w y  P e rfo n s  in  Spencer, w h o  h a d  an  a d m ira b le  
T a le n t  in  R e p re fe n ta tio n s  o f  th is  k in d .  I  h av e  d ifcourfed  
o f  th efe  E m b le m a tic a l P erfons in fo rm e r  P a p e rs , an d  lh a ll 
th e re fo re  o n ly  m en tio n  th e m  in  th is  P la ce . T h u s w e tee 
h o w  m a n y  W a y s  P o e try  addreffes i t  fe lf  to  th e  Im a g in a -  
t io n ,  as i t  has n o t o n ly  th e  w h o le  C irc le  o f  N a tu m  fo r  
its  P ro v in c e , b u t  m a k e s  n e w  W o r ld s  o f  its  o w n , fhew s 
us P e rfo n s  w h o  a re  n o t  to  be  fo und  in  B e in g , an d  re p re ­
fen ts  e v e n  th e  F a c u ltie s  o f  th e  S o u l, w i th  h e r  f ^ e r a l  V ir -  
tu es  a n d  V ices , in  a  fenfib le  S h ap e  a n d  C h a ra c te r .

I  lh a ll ,  in  m y  tw o  fo llo w in g  P a p e rs , co n fid er in  
l a l ,  h o w  o th e r  k in d s  o f  W r i t in g  a re  qualified  to  p lea ic  
th e  Im a g in a tio n , w ith  w h ic h  I  in te n d  to  conclude  t l ^  
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—  ^ocunque 'volunt mentem Auditoris agunto. H o r .

A S th e  W rite r s  in  P o e try  a n d  F if t io n  b o rro w  th e ir  
fevera l M a te r ia ls  fro m  o u tw a rd  O b je f ts ,  a n d  j o in  
th e m  to g e th e r  a t  th e ir  o w n  P le a fu re , th e re  a re  

o th e rs  w h o  a re  o b lig ed  to  fo llow  N a tu re  m o re  c lo fe ly , 
a n d  to  ta k e  in tire  Scenes o u t o f  h e r .  S u ch  a re  H il lo -  
r ian s , n a tu ra l P lu lo fo p h e rs , T ra v e lle rs ,  G e o g ra p h e rs ,  a n d

in

Ayuntamiento de Madrid



N®4‘ 0* ’The S p e  c t a t o r . 95
in a word, all who defcribe vifible Obje<Sb of a real 
Exillence.

1 T  is the moll agreeable Talent of an Hiflorian, to be 
able to draw up his Armies and fight his Battles in pro­
per Expreflions, to fet before our Eyes the Divifions, Ca­
bals and Jealoufies of great Men, and to lead us Step by 
Step into the feveral Aftions and Events of his Hillory. 
We love to fee the Subjedl unfolding it felf by juil De­
grees, and breaking upon us infenfiWy, that fo we may 
Be kept in a pleafing Sufpence, and have time given us 
to raile our ExpeiSlations, and to fide with one of the 
Parties concerned in the Relation. I confefs this Ihews 
more the Art than the Veracity of the Hillorian, but I  
am only to fpeak of him as he is qualified to pleafe the 
Imagination. And in this refpedl has, perhaps, ex­
celled all who went before him, or have written fince 
his Time. He dcfcribes every thing in fo lively a 
Manner, thaf his whole Hillory is an admirable Pifture, 
and touches on fuch proper Circumllances in every Story 
that his Reader becomes a kind of Spedlator, and feels 
in himfclf all the Variety of Pallions which are corre- 
fpondent to the feveral parts of the Relation.

B U T  among this Set of Writers there are none who 
more gratify and enlarge the Imagination, than the Au­
thors of the new Philolophy, whether we conlider their 
Theories of tlie Earth or Heavens, the Difcoveries they 
have made by Glafles, or any other of their Contempla­
tions on Nature. We are not a little pleafed to find eve­
ry green Leaf fwarm with Millions of Animals, that at 
their largell Growth are not vifible to the naked Eye. 
There is fomething very engaging to the Fancy, as well 
as to our Reafon, in the Treatifes of Metals, Minerals 
Plants and Meteors. But when W'e furvey the whole 
Earth at once, and the feveral Planets that lie within its 
Neighbourhood, we are filled witli a pleafing Allonilh- 
ment, to fee fo many Worlds hanging one above ano­
ther, and Aiding round their Axles in fuch an amazing 
Pomp and Solemnity. If, after this, we contemplate 
thofe wild Fields of ySt/je/-, that reach in Height as for as 
from Satuni to the fix’d Stars, and run abroad almoft to 
an Infinitude, our Imagination finds its Capacity filled 
with fo immcnfe a Profpeft, and puts it felf upon the
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Stretch to comprehend it. But if  we yet rife higher, and 
confider the fixt Stars as fo many vaft Oceans of Flame, 
that are each of them attended with a different Set of 
Planets and Hill difcover new Firmaments and new 
Lichts that are funk farther in thofe unfathomable Depths 
ciM th er , fo as not to be feen by the ftrongeft of our 
Telefcopes we are loft in fuch a Labyrinth of Suns and 
Worlds; and confounded with the Immenfity and Mag­
nificence of Nature.

n o t h i n g  is more pleafant to the Fancy, than to 
enlarge it felf by Degrees in its Contem^ation of the 
various Proportions winch its feveral Objedls bear to each 
other when it compares the Body of Man to the Bulk 
of the whole Eartli, the Earth to the Circle it defcribes 
round the Sun, tliat Circle to the Sphere of the fixt 
Stars the Sphere of the fixt Stars to the Circuit of the 
v/hole Creation, the whole Creation it felf to the infinite 
Space that is every where diffufed about it> or when the 
Imaffination works downward, and confiders the Bulk 
of a human Body in refpea of an Animal, a hundred 
times lefs than a Mite, the particular Limbs of fuch an 
Animal, the different Springs which aftuate the Limbs, 
the Spirits which fet thel'e Springs a going, and the pro­
portionable Minutenefs of thefe feveral Parts, before they 
lave arrived at their full Growth and Perfedlion. But if, 
after all this, we take the leaft Particle of thefe Animal 
Spirits, and confider its Capacity of being wrought into 
a World that fhall contain within thofe narrow Dimen- 
lions a Heaven and Earth, Stars and Planets, and every 
different Species of living Creatures, in the fame Analogy 
and Proportion they bear to each other in our own Uni- 
verfe • f^ch a Speculation, by reafon of its Nicety, ap­
pears ’ ridiculous to thofe who have not turned their 
Thoughts that way, though at the fame time it is found­
ed on no lefs than the Evidence of a Demonftration. Nay, 
we might yet carry it farther, and difcover in the fmalleft 
Particle of this little World a new inexhaufted Fund of 
Matter, capable of being fpun out into another Uni verfe.

I have dwelt the longer on thisSubjeft, becaufe I think 
it may Ihew us the proper Limits, as well as the De- 
fcaivenefs, of our Imagination; how it is confined to a 
very fmall Quantity of Space, and immediately ftopt m
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its Operations, when it endeavours to take in any thing 
that is very great, or very little. Let a Man try to con­
ceive the difrerent Bulk of an Animal, which is twenty, 
from another which is a hundred times lefs than a'M ite, 
OT to compare, in his Thoughts, a length of a thoufand 
Diameters of the Earth, with that of a Million, and he 
will quickly find that he has no different Meafures in his 
Mind, adjufted to fuch extraordinary Degrees of Gran­
deur or Minutenefs. The Underftanding, indeed, opens 
an infinite Space on eve^ fide of us, but the Imaginati­
on, after a few faint EffofFs, is immediately at a Hand, 
and finds her lelf fwallowed up in the Immenfity of the 
Void that furrounds i t : Our Reafon can purfue a Particle 
of Matter through an infinite Variety of Divifions, but 
the Fancy foon lofes fight of it, and feels in it felf a kind 
of Chafm, that wants to be filled with Matter of a 
more fenfible Bulk. We can neither widen, nor contradl 
the Faculty to the Dimenfions of either Extreihe. The 
Objeft is too big for our Capacity, when we would com­
prehend the Circumference of a World, and dwindles 
into nothing, when we endeavour after the Idea of an 
Atom.
 ̂ I T  is poffible tills Deleft of Imagination may not be 

m the Soul it felf̂  but as it afts in Conjunftion with the 
Body. Perhaps there may not be room in the Brain for 
fuch a variety of Impreflions, or the Animal Spirits may 
be incapable of figuring them in fuch a manner, as is 
neceflary to excite fo very-large or very minute Ideas. 
However it be, we may well fuppofe that Beings of a 
higher Nature very much excel us in this refpeft, as it is 
probable the Soul of Man will be infinitely more perfeft 
hereafter in this Faculty, as well as in all the reftj info- 
much that, perhaps, the Imagination will be able to keep 
Pace with the Underftanding, and to form in it felf di- 
ftinft Ideas of all the different Modes and Quantities of 
Space. Q
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