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in Poetry andFiaioti haw  to ple'afe the Imagination. .What 
Liberties are allowed them.

P A P E R .  IX.
O P that hind ̂ Poetry which Mr. Dryden calls the Fai­

ry Way ofWriting. How aPoetJhouldhe for it.
‘Ihe Pleafures of the Imagination that arife from it. hi this 
refpea why the Moderns excel the Ancients. Why the 
Knglifli excel the Moderns. Who the Beji among the Eiig- 
liih. Cy Emblematical Pf/yStfr.

P A P E R  X.
W H A T  Authors pleafe the Imagination who haw noi 

thing to do with Fidlion. How Hiftory pleafes the Imagina­
tion. How the Authors of the new Philofophy pleafe the 
Imagination. The Bounds andDek&s o f the Imagination. 
Whether tbefe Defeas are Efiential to the Imagination.

P A P E R  XI.
HO Wthofe pleafe the Imagination who treat ofSuljeas 

abllrafted from Matter, by Alluftons taken from it. What 
Allufions mojl pleafing to the Imagination. Great Writers 
hoiv Faulty in this Refpea. O f the Art ^^'Imagining in 
General. The Imagination capable of Pain as well as 
Pleafure. In what Degree the Imagination is capable 
either of Pain or Pleafure. O

N '’ 422. Friday, July 4.

Hate fcripfi non otii abundantid fed amoris erga te.
Tull. Epift.'

I Do not know any thing which gives greater Dillur- 
bance to Converfation, than the falfe Notion fome 
People have of Rallery. It ought certainly to be the 

firft Point to be aimed at in Society, to gain the Good­
will of thofe with whom you converfe. The Way to 
that, is to Ihew you are well inclined towards them : 
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W hat then can be more abfurd, than to fet up for being 
extremely lharpand biting, as the Term is in your Ex- 
preiTions to your Familiars ? A Man who has no good 
Quality but Courage is in a very ill way towards making 
an agreeable Figure in the World, becaufe that which he 
has luperior to otlier People cannot be exerted, without 
jailing himfelf an Enemy. Your Gentleman of a Satirical 
Vein IS in the like Condition. To fay a Thing which per- 
plexes the Heart of him you fpeak to, or brings Bluihes 
into his Face, is a degree of Murder : and it is, I think, an 
unpardonable Offence to llicw a Man you do not care, 
whether he is pleafed or difpleafed. But won’t you then 
take a Jeft? Yes : but pray'let it be a Jeft. I t  is no Jell 
to put me, who am fo unhappy as to have an utter Aver- 
fion to fpeaking to more than one Man at a time, under a 
IVeceffity to explain my felf in much Company, and re­
ducing me to Shame and Derilion, except I perform what 
jny Infirmity of Silence difables me to do.

C j i L L I S T H E N E S  has great W it accompanied 
with that Quality (without which a Man can have no Wit 
at all) a found Judgment. This Gentleman rallies the 
bell of any Man I know, for he forms his Ridicule upon 
3 Circumftance which youare in your Heart not unwilling 
to grant him, to wit that you are Guilty of an Excefs in 
fomething which is in it felf laudable. He very well un- 
derllands what you would be, and needs not fear your 
Anger for declaring you are a little too much thatThing. 
The Generous will bear being reproached as Lavifh, and 
the Valiant, Rafh, without being provoked to Refentment 
againll their Monitor. What has been faid to be a M ark 
of a good Writer, will fall in with theCharafterof a good 
Companion. The good Writer makes his Reader better 
pleafed with himfelf, and the agreeable Man makes his 
Friends enjoy themfelves, rather than him, while he is in 
their Company. Caltijlhenes does this with inimitable 
pieafantry. He whifpered a Friend the other Day, fo as to 
be overheard by a young Officer, who gave Symptoms of 
Cocking upon the. Company, That Gentleman has very 
much of the Air of a General Officer. The Youth im­
mediately put on a Compofed Behaviour, and behaved- 
himfelf fuitably to the Conceptions he believed the Com­
pany had of him. I t is to be allowed that CalUJiheites
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will make a Man run into impertinent Relations, to hit 
own Advantage, and exprefs the Satisfadlion he has in 
his own dear Telf till he is very ridiculous, but in this cafe 
the Man is made a Fool by his own Confent, and not 
expofed as fuch whether he will or no. I take it there­
fore that to make Rallery agreeable, a Man mull either 
not know he is rallied, or think never the worfe of 
himfelf if he fees he is.

u i C E T U S n  of a quite contrary Genius, and is 
more generally admired than Callifhenes, but not with 
Juftice; Aceius has no regard to the hfodelly or Weak- 
nefs of the Perfon he rallies ; but if  the Quality or Hu­
mility gives him any Superiority to the Man he would 
fall upon, he has no Mercy on making the Onfet. He 
can be plcafed to fee his bell Friend out of Countenance, 
while the Laugh is loud in his own Applaufe. Hiŝ  Ral­
lery always puts the Company into little Divifions and 
feparate Interells, while that of Callijihenes cements it, 
and makes every Man not only better pleafcd with him­
felf, but alfo with all the rcll in the Converfation.

T  O rally well, it is abfolutely necelTary that Kind- 
nefs mull run thro’ all you fay, and you mull ever pre- 
ferve the Charafter of a Friend to fupport your Preten- 
fions to be free with a Man. Acetus ought to be banilh- 
cd human Society, becaufe he raifes his Mirth upon 
giving Pain to the Perfon upon whom he is pleafant. 
Nothing but the Malevolence, which is too general to­
wards thofe who excel, could make his Company tole­
rated j but they with whom he converfes, are fure to 
fee fome Man facriliced where-ever he is admitted, and 
all the Credit he has for Wit is owing to the Gratificati­
on it gives to other Mens Ill-nature.

M 1 N U ‘T lU S  has a Wit that conciliates a Man’s 
Love at the fame time that it is exerted againll his Faults. 
He has an Art of keeping the Perfon he rallies in Coun­
tenance, by infmuating that he himfelf is guilty of the 
fame Imperfeflion. This he does with fo much Addrefs, 
that he feems ratlier to bewail himfelf, than fall upon 
his Friend.

I T  is really monllrous to fee how unaccountably it 
prevails among Men, to take the Liberty of difpleafing 
each other. One would think fometimes tlut the Con-
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tcntion is, who (hall be moll difagreeable. Allufions to pad 
Follies, Hints which revive what a Man has a mind to 
forget for ever, and delerves that all the reft of the World 
fliould, are commonly brought forth even in Company 
of Men of Diftin£lion. 'I'hey do not thruft with the 
Skill of Fencers, but cut up with the Barbarity of But­
chers. I t is, methinks, below the Chara£lcr of Men of 
Humanity and Good-manners, to be capable of Mirth 
while tliere is any one of the Company in Pain and Dif- 
order. Tliey who have the true Tallc of Converfation, 
enjoy themfclves in a Communication of each other’s Ex­
cellencies, and not in a Triumph over tlieir Imperfeftions. 
Fortius would have been reckoned a Wit, if  there had ne­
ver been a Fool in the World ; He wants not Foils to be 
a Beauty, but has that natural Pleafure in obferving Per- 
fedlion in others, that his own Faults are over-looked out 
of Gratitude by all his Acquaintance.

A F T E R  thefe feveral Charaflers of Men who fucceed 
or fail in Rallcry, it may not be amifs to refledl a little 
further what one takes to be the mod agreeable Kind 
of i t ; and that to me appears when the Satyr is direfled 
againft Vice, with an Air of Contempt of the Fault, but 
no Ill-will to the Criminal, Mr. Congreve's Doris is a 
Mailer-piece in this Kind. It is the Charadler of a Wo­
man utterly abandoned, but her Impudence by tlie finell 
Kece of Rallery is made only Generofity.

Peculiar therefore is her Way,
Whether by Nature taught,

IJhall not undertake to fay.
Or by Experience bought s

For vuho o'er Night obtain'd her Grace,
She can tsext Day difiaun.

And fare upon the f  range Mads Face,
As one Jhe ne'er had knovjn.

So ’Wellfhe can the Truth difguife.
Such artful Wonder frame.

The Lover or difrufs his Eyes,
Or thinks 't’was all a Dream,
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