n < 423. The Spectator, loy

Some cenfure this as loud or lavs,
Who are to Bounty blind ;

For toforget nuhat rsse bejions,
Befpeaks a noble Mind.

N° 423. Saturday® July 5.

mNuper Idoneus, Hor.

Look upon my felf as a kind of Guardian to the Fair,'
I and am always watchful to obferve any thing which

concerns their Intcreft. The prefent Paper Ihall be
employed in the Service of a very line young Woman ;
and the Admonitions | give her, may not be unufeful to
the reft of the Sex. Gloriana ftall be the Name of the
Heroine in To-day’s Entertainment; and when | have
told you that (he is rich, witty, young, and beautiful, you
will believe Ihe does not want Admirers. She has had
fince fhe came to Town about twenty live of thofe Lo-
vers, who make their Addrefi'es by way of Jointure and
Settlement. Thefe come and go, with great Indifference
on both Sides; and as beauteous as lhe is, a Line in a
Deed has had E.xception enough againft it, to outweigh
the Lulbe of her Eyes, the Readinefs of her Underftand-
ing, and the Merit of her general Charadler. But among
the Crowd of fuch cool Adorers, lhe has two who are
very alliduous in their Attendance. There is fomething
fo extraordinary and artful in their Manner of Applicati-
on, that | think it but common Juftice to alarm her in it.
1 have done it in the following Letter.

MADAM,

‘| Have for feme time taken notice of two Gentle-
I * men who attend you in all publick Places, both
, of whom have alfo eafy Accefs to you at your own

Houfe: But the Matter is adjufted between them, and
A Damon, who Ib pallionatcly addrelTes you, has no De-
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* fign upon you ; but Strephon, who feems to be indiffe-
‘ rent to you, is the Man, who is, as they have fettled
it, to-have you. The Plot was laid over a Bottle of
Wine ; and Strephon, when he firft thought ofyou, pro-
* pofed to Damon to be his Rival. The manner of his
» breaking of it to him, | was fo placed at a Tavern,
that | could not avoid hearing. Damon, faid he, with a
deep Sigh, | have long languilhed for that Aliracle of
Beauty Gloriana, and if you will be very ftedfalHy my-
Rival, | Ihall certainly obtain her. Do not, continued
he, be offended at this Overture; for | go upon the
Knowledge of the Temper of the Woman, rather than
any Vanity that | lhould profit by an Oppofition of
your Pretenfions to thofe of your humble Servant.
Gloriana has very good Senfe, a quick Relifh of the
Satisfaftions of Life, and will not give her felf, as
the Crowd of Women do, to the Arms of a Man
to whom Ihe is indifferent. As lhe is a fenfible Wo-
man, Expreflions of Rapture and Adoration will not
move her neither; but he that has her muft be the Ob-
jea of her Defire, not her Pity. The Way to this End
| take to be, that a Man’s general Condua lhould b«
agreeable, without addrelling in particular to the Wo-
* nian he loves. Now, Sir, if you will be fo kind as
* to figh and die for Gloriana, | will carry it with great
* Refpea towards her, but feem void ofany Thoughts
*as a Lover. By this Means | lhall be in the moll
* amiable Light of which | am capable; | Ihall be re-
ceived with Freedom, you with Referve. Damon,
who has himfelf no Defigns of Marriage at all, eafiy.
‘ fell into the Scheme; and you may obferve, that
* where-cver you are Damon appears allb. You lee he
“ carries on an unaffedling Exaiftnefs in his Drefs and
* Manner, and llrives always to be the very contrary of
‘ Strephon. They have already fucceeded fo far, that
‘ your Eyes are ever in Search of Strephon, and turn
\ tliemfelves of Courfe from Damon. I'hey meet and
* compare Notes upon your Carriage; and the Letter
which was brought to you the other Day, was a Con-

* trivance to remark your Refentment.  When you faw
' the Billet fubferibed Damon, and turned away with a
' fcornful Air, and cried Impertinence 1you gave Hopes
‘1o
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‘ to him that fhnns you, without mortifying him that
“ languHhes for you.

‘' WH AT | am concerned for, Madam, is, that in the
* difpofal of your Heart, you lhould know what you are
* doing, and examine it before it is loft. Strephon contra-
* difts you in Difcourfe with the Civility ofone who ha»
* a Value for you, but gives up nothing like one that lovei
you. This Ireming Unconcern gives this Behaviour the
advantage of Sincerity, and infenfibly obtains your good
' Opinion, by appearing difinterefted in the purchafe of
“it.  1f you watch thele Correfpondents hereafter, you
* will find tliat Strephon makes his Vifit of Civility im-
* mediately after Damon has tired you with one of Love.
* Tho’ you are very difcreet, you will find it no eafy mat-
* ter to efcape the Toils fo well laid, as when one ftudie*
* to be difagreeable in Paffion, the other to be pleafing’
* without it. All the Turns of your Temper are carefully
* watched, and their quick and faithful Intelligence gives
* your Lovers irrefiftible Advantage. You will pleafe,
* Madam, to be upon your guard, and take all the ne-
* cefTary Precautions againft one who is amiable to you
“ before you know he is enamoured.

3

| am,
Madam,

Your mofi obedient Servant.

STREPHON makes great Progrefs in this Lady’s
good Graces, for moll Women being aftuated by fome
little Spirit of Pride and Contradiftion, he has the good
Effefts mf both thofe Motives by this Covert-Way of
Courtfhip. He received a Mefiage Yefterday from Damon
in the following Words, fuperfcribed With Speed.

* ALL goes wellj lhe is very angry at me, amd |
daic fay hates me in earneft. it is a good time
‘ to Vifit.





