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tliere was little Dillinftion to be made amongft them, 

‘ and they were more or lefs difpleafmg as they dif- 
‘ covered more or lefs Halle towards the grateful Keturn 
‘ of Spring, 2

N° 426. Wednefday, July 9. '

jluri facra fames
^ i d  non mortalia PeSora cogis

Virg.

A Very agreeable Friend of mine, the other Day, car- 
rying me in his Coach into the Country to Dinner, 
fell into Difeourfe concerning the Care of Parents 

due to their Children, and the Piety of Children towards 
their Parents. He was refledling upon the Suceeffion of 
particular Virtues and Qualities there might be preferved 
from one Generation to another, if thefe Regards were 
reciprocally held in Veneration : But as he never fails to 
mix an Air of Mirth and Good-humour with his good 
Senfe and Reafoning, he entered into tiie following Re­
lation. “

T  Will not be confident in what Century, or under 
what Reign it happened, that this Want of mutual 

Confidence and right Underllanding between Father and 
Son was fatal to tlie Family of t\\eFalentines in Germany. 
Baftlius Valentinus was a Perfon who had arrived at the 
utmoll Perfeaion in the Hermetick Art, and initiated 
his Son Ahxandrinus in the fame AlyAeries : But as you 
know they arc not to be attained but by the Painful, the 
Pious, tlie Challe, and Pure of Fleart, Bafilius did not 
open to him, becaufe of his Youth, and the Deviations 
too natural to it, the greateA Secrets of which he was 
MaAer, as well knowing tliat the Operation would fail 
in the Hands of a Man fo liable to Errors in Life as Alex- 
andrinus. But believing, from a certain Indifpofition 
of Mind as well as Body, his DifTolution was drawing

nigh.
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nigh he called Altxandrinus to him, and as he lay on a 
Couch, over-againft which his Son was feated and pre­
pared by fending out Servants one after another, and 
Admonition to examine that no one overheard them, he 
revealed the molt important of his Secrets with the So­
lemnity and Language of an Adept. My Son, faid he, 
many have been the Watchings, long the Lucubrations, 
conllant the Labours of thy Father, not only to gam a 
great and plentiful Ellate to his Pofterity, butalfo to take 
rare that he (hould have no Pofterity. Be not amazed, 
ray Child; I do not mean that thou {halt be taken from 
me but that I will never leave thee, and confequently 
cannot be faid to have Pofterity. Behold, my deareft 
Alexandrinus, the Effeft of what was propaMted in nine 
M onths; We are not to contradidl; Nature, but to follow 
and to help her; juft as long as an Infant is in the Womb 
of its Parent, fo long are thefe Medicines of Revification 
in preparing. Obfervethis fmall Phial and this little Gal­
lipot, in this an Unguent, in the other a Liquor. In 
thefe, my Child, are collefled fuch Powers, as lhall re­
vive the Springs ofLife when they are yet but juft ceafed, 
and give new Strength, new Spirits, and, in a word, 
wholly reftore all the Organs and Senfes of the human 
Body to as great a Duration, as it had before enjoy­
ed from its Birth to the Day of the Application of 
thefe my Medicines. But, my beloved Son, Care muft 
be taken to apply them within ten Hours after tlie B«ath 
is out of the Body, while yet the Clay is warm with its 
late Life, and yet capable of Refufcitation. I  find my 
Frame grown crazy with perpetual Toil and Mediation; 
and I conjure you, as foon as I  am dead, to anoint me 
with this Unguent; and when you fee me begin to move, 
pour into my Lips this ineftimable Liquor, elfe the Force 
of the Ointment will be ineffe(ftual. By tliis means you 
will give me Life as I have you, and we will from that 
Hou? mutually lay afidetheAuthority of having beftowed 
Life on each other, but live as Brethren, and prepare new 
Medicines againft fuch another Period of Time as will

' demand another Application of the fame ReftoraUves. In
a few Days after, thefe wonderful Ingredients were de­
livered to Alexandrinus, Ba/ilius departed this Life. But 
fuch was the pious Sorrow of tlie Son at tlie Lois ot lo
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excellent a Father, and the firft Tranfports of Grief had 
fo wholly difabled him from ail manner of Bufinefs, that 
he never thought of the Medicines till the Time to which 
his Father had limited their Efficacy was expired. To 
tell the Truth, ^lexandrinus was a Man of Witand Plea- 
fure, and confidered his Father had lived out his natural 
Time, his Life was long and uniform, fuitable to the Re­
gularity of i t ; but that he himfelf, poor Sinner, wanted 
a new Life, to repent of a very bad one hitherto j and in 
the Examination ofhis Heart, refolved to go on as he did 
with this natural Being of his, but repent very faithfully, 
and fpend very pioufly the Life to which he Ihould be 
reftored by Application of thefe Rarities, when Time 
ihould come, to his own Perfon.

I T  has been obferved, that Providence frequently pu- 
nilhes the Self-love of Men who would do immoderate-* 
ly for their own Offspring, with Children very much 
below their Charaflers and Qualifications, infomuch that 
they only tranfmit their Names to be borne by thofe who 
give daily Proofs of the Vanity of the Labour and Am­
bition of their Progenitors.

I  T  happened thus in the Family of BafiUus; iox Alex-,
andrinus began to enjoy his ample Fortune in all the Ex­
tremities of Houlhold Expence, Furniture, and infolent 
Equipage; and this he purfued till the Day of his own De­
parture began, as he grew fenfible, to approach. As Ba- 
filius was punifhed with a Son very unlike him, Alexan~ 
drinus was vifited with one of his own Difpofition. I t  
is natural that ill Men fhould be fufpicious, and Alexan- 
drinus, belides that Jealoufy, had Proofs of the vicious 
Difpofition of his Son Renatus, for that was his Name.

A  L E X A N D  R 1 N U  5, as I obferved, having very 
good Reafons for thinking it unfafe to trull the real Se­
cret of his Phial and Gallipot to any Man living, pro- 
jefted to make fure Work, and hope for his Succefs de­
pending from the Avarice, not the Bounty of his Bene- 
faftor.

W I T H  this Thought he called Renatus to his Bed- 
fide, and befpoke him in the moll pathctick Gellure and 
Accent. As much, my Son, as you have been addidled 
to Vanity and Pleafure, as I alfo have been before you, 
you nor 1 could cfcape tlie Fame, or the good Efiefts of

VoL.  VI. th*
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the profound Knowledge of our Progenitor, the Re- 
nowned Bafiliut. His Symbol is very well known in the 
Philofophick World, and I ftiall never forget the venera­
ble Air of his Countenance, when he let me into the 
profound Myfteries of the Smaragdine Table of Hermes. 
I t  is true, faid he, and fa r  removed from all Colour of De- 
ceit, That vihich is Inferior is like that vihich is Superior, 
by nuhich are acquired and perfeBed all the Miracles of a 
certain Work. The Father is the Sun, the Mother the 
Moon, the Wind is the Womb, the Earth is the Nurfe o f 
it, and Mother of all PerfeBion. All this muft be received 
viith Modefty and Wifdom. The Chymical People carry in 
all their Jargon a whimfical fort of Piety which is or­
dinary with great Lovers of Money, and is no more but 
deceiving themfclvcs, that their Regularity and Stridnefs 
of Manners for the Ends of tliis World, has fome Affini­
ty to the Innocence of Pleart which muH recommend 
them to the next. Renatus wondered to hear his Father 
talk fo like an Adept, and with fuch a Mixture of Pie­
ty, while Alexandrinus obferved his Attention fixed, 
proceeded : This Phial, Child, and this little Earthen-Pot 
will add to thy Eftate fo much, as to make thee the rich- 
eft Man in the German Empire. I  am going to my 
Long Home, but (hall not return to common Cult. 
Then he refumed a Countenance of Alacrity, and told 
him. That if within an Hour after his Death he anointed 
his whole Body, and poured down his Throat that Li­
quor which he had from old Bajilius, the Corps would 
be converted into pure Gold. 1 will not pretend to ex- 
prefs to you the unfeigned Tenderneffes that paffed be­
tween thefc two extraordinary Perfons; but if the Father 
recommended the Care of his Remains with Vehemence 
and Affedlion, the Son was not behind-hand in profeffing 
that he would not cut the leak Bit off him, but upon the 
utmoll Extremity, or to provide for his younger Brotliers
and Sillers. . t, ,

W E L L ,  Alexandrinus died, and the Fleir of his Body 
(as our Term is) could not forbrar in the Wantonneffes of 
his Heart, to meafure the Length and Breadth of his 
beloved Father, and caff up the enfuing Value of him be­
fore he proceeded to Operation. When he knew the 
immenfe Reward of his Pains, he began the W ork: But

lo !
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