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lo ! when he had anointed the Corps all over, and began
to apply the Liquor, the Body ftirrcd, and Renatiu, in a
Fright, broke the Phial. T

N° 427. Thurfday, July 10.

&uatitum a rerum turfitudine ahes, tantum Te a nierlorum
libertate fejungas. Tull.

T is a certain Sign of an ill Heart to be inclined to
Defamation. They who are harmlefs and innocent,
can have no Gratification that way ; but it ever arifes
from a Negleft of what is laudable in a Man’s felf, and
an Impatience of feeing it in another. Fife why fhould
Virtue provoke ? Why fhould Beauty difpleafe in fuch a
Degree, that a Man given to Scandal never lets the Men-
tion of either pafs by him without offering fomething to
the Dimunition of it ? A Lady the other D.iyat a Vifit
being attacked fomewhat rudely by one, whofe own Cha-
rafter has been very roughly treated, anfwered a great
deal of Heat and Intemperance very calmly, Good Ma-
dam/pare me, ‘who am none ofyour Match; I/peak illofno
Body, and it isa new Thing to me to befpoken illof. Little
Minds think Fame confifts in the Number of Votes they
have on their Side among the Multitude, whereas it is
really the infeparable Follower of good and worthy A6U-
ons. Fame is as natural a Follower of Merit, asa Shadow
is ofa Body. It is true, when Crowds prefs upon you,
this Shadow cannot be feen, but when they feparato
from around you, it will again appear. The Lazy, the
Idle, and the Froward, are the Perfons who are moft
pleas’d with the little Tales which pafs about the Town
to the Difadvantage of the reft of the World. Were it
not for the Pleafureof fpeaking 111, there are Numbers
of People who are too lazy to go out of their own
Houfes, and too ill natur’d to open their Lips in Con-
verfation. It was not a little diverting the other Day to
F a obferv*
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obferve a Lady reading a Poft-Letter, and at thefeWords,
Jfter all her Airs, he has heard fome Stcry or other, and
tie Match is broke off, give Orders in the midft of her
Reading, Put to the Hor/es. That a young Woman ot
Merit has miffed an advantageous Settlement, was News
not to be delayed, left fome Body elfe Ihould liave given
her malicious Acquaintance that Satisfadion before her.
I'lie Unwillingncis to receive good Tidings is a Quality
as infcparable from a Scandal-Bearer, as the Readinefs to
divulge bad. But, alas, how wretchedly low and con-
tempuble is that State of Mind, that cannot be pleafed
but W what is the Subjeft of Lamentation. This | cm-
per has ever been in the higheft Degree odious to gallant
Spirits. The Perfian Soldier, who was heard reviling A-
lexander the Great, was well admonifti’d by his Officer;
Sir,you are paid tofight againfi Alexander, and not to rati

“AnclcER O in one of hisPleadings, defending his Cli-
ent from general Scandal, fays very handfonily, and
with much Reafon, nere are many <who have particular
Enraoements to the Pro/ocutor: There are many vsho are
knovontohave Il1 viill tohimfor vihom | appear; thereare
many veho are naturally addiaed toDefamation, and envious
of am Goodtoany Man, vsho may have contributed tofpread
Reports ofthis kind; Fornothingisfitfveift as Scandal, no-
thing is more eafily Jent abroad, nothing receivedwith more
Welcome, nothing diffufes itfelfifio umverfally. 1Jhall not
defire, that if any Report to our Difadvantage has any
Groundfor it, you voould overlook or extenuate it : But if
there he any thing advanced, voithout a Per/on mho canfay
mhence hehad it, or -which isattefied by one -whoforgot -who
told him it, or -who had itfrom one offo little ConfidercUion
that he did not then think it -worth his Notice, alljuch Tefit-
moniesasthefe, 1 knom,you -will think tooflight to have any
Credit againfi the Innocence andHonour ofyour Fello-w-Li-
tizen. When an ill Report istraced, it very va-
nilhes among fuch as the Orator has here recited. And
how defpicable a Creature muft that be, whois in | am
for what paffes among fo frivolous a People ? f hereis a
Town in War-wieijhire of good Not” and formerly pret-
ty famous for much Animofity and Diflenfion, the chief
Lumilics of which have now turned all their W
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Backbitings, Envies, and private Malices, into Mirth and
Entertainment, by means of a peevifh old Gentlewonmn,.
known by the Title of the Lady BluemantU. This He-
roine had for many Years together out-done the whole
Sifterhood of Goffips, in Invention, quick Utterance, and
unprovoked Malice. This good Body is of a lalting
Conllitution, though extremely decayed in her Eyes, and
decripid in her Feet. The two Circumftances of being
always at Home from her Lamenefs, and very attenti\e
from her Blindnefs, make her Lodgings the Rec”tacle
of all that pafles in Town, Good or Bad ; but for the
latter fhe feems to have the better Memory. There i&
another Thing to be noted of her, which is. That as it
is ufual with old People, fhe has a livelier Memory ot
Things which paffed when Ihe was very young, than
of late Years. Add to all this, that the docs not only
not love any Body, but fhe hates every B~y. The Statue
in Rome does not ferve to vent Malice half fo well, as th\s
old Lady does to difappoint it. She does not know the
Author of any thing that is told her, but can readily re-
peat the Matter it Iclf; therefore, though fhe expofes a.l
the whole Town, fhe offends no one Body in it. She is
fo exquifitely refllefs and peevifli, that llie quarrels with
all abUt her, and fometimes in a Freak will inllantly
change her Habitation. To indulge this Hum"r, fhe is
led about the Grounds belonging to the fame Houfe fhe
is in. and the Perfon to whom fhe is to remow being
in the Plot, are ready to receive her at her own Chaniber
again. At ftated Times, the Gentlewoman at whole
Houfe file fuppofes fhe is at the Tune, is fent for to quar-
rel with, accordingto her common Cuftom ; When they
have a mind to drive the Jeff, fhe is immediately urged
to that Degree, that fhe will board in a Family wnh
which fhe has never yet been ; and away fhe will go this
Inllant, and tell them all tliat the rell have been laying
of them. By this Means fhe has been an Inhabitant ot
every Houfe in the Place without ftirring fiom the fame
Habitation; and the many Stories which every body fur-
nifhes her with to favour that Deceit, make her the gene-
ral Intelligencer of die Town of all that can be faid by
one Woman againft another. Thus groundlefs Stories
die away, and fometimes Trmhs are fmotlicred





