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Ntc dut fun! at firm a duplex, nee fasmina diet
Hec puer ut po^int, neutrntuqut (sf utrutnque videntur.

Ovid.

MO S T  of the Papers I give the Publick are written 
on Subjeils that never v a ^ , but are for ever fixt 
and immutable. O f this kind are all my more 

ferious Eflays and Difcourfes ; but there is another fort of 
Speculations, which I confider as Occafional Papers, that 
take their Rife from the Folly, Extravagance, and Ca­
price of the prcfent Age. For I look upon my felf as one 
let to watch the Mamicrs and Behaviour of my Coun­
trymen and Contemporaries, and to mark down every 
abfurd Faftiion, ridiculous Cuftom, or affcfttd Form of 
Speech that makes its appearance in the World, during 
the Courfe of thcfc my Speculations. 'J’he Petticoat no 
fooner begun to fwell, but I  obfcrvsd its Motions. The 
Party-patches had not time to muller themfelves before 
I  dctefted tliem. I  had Intelligence of the Coloured 
Hood the very lirft time it appeared in a Publick Aflem- 
bly. I might here mention feveral other the like Con­
tingent Subjefts, upon which I  have beftowed diftindl 
Papers. By this Means I  have fo cffeflually qualhed 
ihofe Irregularities which gave Occafion to ’em, that I 
am afraid Pofterity will fcarce have a fufficient Idea of 
them to relilh thofe Difcourfes which were in no little 
Vogue at the time when they were written. They will 
be apt to think that the Falhions and Cuftoms I attacked 
were fome Fantaftick Conceits of my own, and that their 
Great Grandmothers could not be fo whimfical as I have 
reprefented them. For this Reafon, when I think on 
the Figure my feveral Volumes of Speculations will make 
about a Hundred Years hence, I confider them as fo ma* 
ny Pieces of old Plate, wh?re ^he Weight will be regard­
ed, but the Falhion loll,
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A M O N G the feveral Female Extravagancia I have 
already taken notice of, there is one which IHII keeps 
its Ground. I mean that of the Ladies who drefs thein- 
felves in a Hat and Feather, a Riding-coat and a Peri­
wig, or at leaft tic up their Hair in a Bag or Ribbon, 
in Imitation of the fmart Part of theoppofite Sex. As in 
my Yellcrday’s Paper I gave an Account of the Mixture 
of two Sexes in one Commonwealth, I  fliall here take 
notice of this Mixture of two Se.xes in one Perfon. I  
have already Ihcwn my Diflike of this immodeft Cullom 
more than once; but in Contempt of every thing I  have 
hitherto faid, I am informed that the Highways about 
this great City are kill very much infeftcd with thefe 
female Cavaliers.

I remember when I was at my Friend Sir Ro o e  u n i  
C o v e r l e t ’s about this timeTwelve-month, an Equeftri- 
an Lady of this Order appeared upon the Plains which lay 
at a dillance from his Houfe. I was at that time walking 
in the Fields with my old Friend ; and as his Tenants 
ran out on every fide to fee fo llrange a Sight, Sir R o ­
g e r  asked one of them who came by us what it was f 
T o which the Country Felloty reply’d, ’Tis a GentW ’o- 
man, faving your Worlhip’s Prefence, in a Coat and Hat. 
This produced a great deal of Mirth at the Knight $ 
Houfe, where we had a Story at the fame time of another 
of his Tenants, who meeting this Gentleman-like Lady 
on the Highway, was asked by her whether that w at 
Covcrly-Hall, the honeft Man feeing only the Male Part 
of the Querift, replied, Yee, Sir ; but upon the fecond 
Qucllion, whether Sir R o g e r  d e  C o v e r l e t  was a 
married Man, having dropped his Eye uopn the P^tU- 
coat, he changed his Note into No, Madam.

H A D  one of thefe Hermaphrodites appeared in Ju~ 
tvenaPi Days, with what an Indignation fhould we have 
feen her deferibed by that excellent Satyrift. He would 
have reprefented her in a Riding Habit, as a greater 
Monller than the Centaur, He would have called for 
Sacrifices or Purifying Waters, to expiate the Appmance 
of Aich a Prodigy. He would have invoked the Shades 
of Portia or Ltucretia, to fee into what the Romttfs LadiCS 
bad transformed themfelves.
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F O R my own part, I  am for treating the Sex with 

greater Tendemefs, and have all along made ufe of the 
moft gentle Methods to bring them off from any little 
Extravagance into which they arc fometimes unwarily 
fallen : 1  think it however abi'olutely neceflary to keep up 
the Partition between the two Sexes, and to take notice 
of the fmallcft Incroachments which the one makes upon 
the other. I  hope therefore that 1 lhall not hear any more 
Complaints on this Subjedl. I am fure my She-Difei- 
ples who perufe thefe my daily Ledlures, have profited 
but little by them, if they are capable of giving into fuch 
an Amphibious Drefs. This I ihould not have mention­
ed, had not I  lately met one of thefe my Female Readers 
in Hide-Park, who looked upon me with a mafeuline 
AlTurance, and cocked her Hat full in my Face.

F O R  my part, I have one general K.ey to the Beha­
viour of the Fair Sex. When 1 fee them fingular in any 
Part of their Drefs, I  conclude it is not without fome E- 
vil Intention ; and therefore queftion not but the Defign 
of this ftrange Faihion is to finite more efteftually their 
Male Beholders. Now to fet them rightin this Particu­
lar, I would fain have them confider with themfelves 
whether we are not more likely to be ftruck by a Figure 
entirely Female, than witli fuch an one as we may fee 
every Day in our Glafles : Or, if they pleafe, let them 
relleft upon their own Hearts, and think how they would 
be affeded Ihould they meet a Man on Horfeback, in his 
Breeches and Jack-Boots, and at the fame time drclTed up 
in a Commode and a Night-raile.

I mult obferve that this Faihion was firft of all brought 
to us from France, a Country which has infefted all the 
Nations of Europe with its Levity. I  fpeak not this in de­
rogation of a whole People, having more than once found 
fault with thofe general Reflexions which llrike at King­
doms or Commonwealths in the Grofs : A piece of Cruel­
ty, which an ingenious Writer of our own compares to 
that of Caligula, who wilhed the Roman People had all 
but one Neck, that he might behead them at a Blow. 
I  (hall therefore only Remark, that as Livelinefs and 
Aflurance are in a pecuUar manner the Qualifications of 
the French Nation, the fame Habits and Cuftoms will 
not give the fame Offence to that People, which they pro-
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