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duce among thofe of our own Coun”. Modelly is our
diftinguifliing Charadler, as Vivacity is theirs: And when
this our national Virtue appears in that Female Beauty,
for which our Britijh Ladies are celebrated aboveall others,
in the Univerfe, it makes up the moft amiable Objedt that
the Eye of Man can poffibly behold. C

N° 436. Monday, July 21.

«Vcrfa pollice DuJgi
Alemlibct ocddunt Populariter.-

E IN G a Perfon of infatiable Curiofity, I could not

forbear going on Wednefday laft to a Place of no-

final! Renown for tlie Gallantry of the lower Order
o! Britons, namely, to the Bear-Garden at Hockly in the
Mole; where (as a whitifh brown Paper, put into my
Hands in the Street, informed me) there was to be a Trial
of Skill to be exhibited between two Mailers of the Noble
Science of Defence, at two of the Clock precifely. | was
not a little charm’d with the Solemnity of the Challenge,
which ran thus:

I James Miller, Serjeant, ( lately comefrom the Frontiers
cf Portugal) Majler ofthe noble Science ofDefence, hearing
in mojl Places “here | have been of the great Fame of
Timothy Buck of London, Mafler ofthefaid Science, do
invite him to sneet me, and exercije at the ftveral IV'a~
pons follovoing, viz.

Back-Svsord, Single Falchm-y
Svtiord and Dagger® Cafe of Falchons,
Sviord and Buckler, garter Staff..

If the generous Ardour in f ames fl/rV/e/to difpute the
Reputation of Timothy Buck, had fomething refembling
the old Heroes of Romance, Timothy Buck return’d An-
fwer in tlic fame Paper with the.like Spirit, adding a lit-
tle Indignation at being challenged, and feeming to con-

G s, defcendi
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defcend to fight yames Miller, not in regard to Miller
himfelf, but in that, as the Fame went out, he had fought
Parkes of CoVattry. The Acceptance of the Combat ran
in thefe Words:

1 Timothy Buck of Clare-Market, Majlerofthe Noble
Science of Defence, hearing he tlid fight Mr. Parkes of
Coventry, fwillnotfail [God nuillin® to meet thisfair In-
eviter at the 'Time and Place afpointed, defiring a clear
Stage and no Favour.

Vivat Regina.

I fliall not here look back on the Speftacles of the
Creeks and Romans of this kind, butmuft believe this Cu-
flom took its Rife from the Ages of Knight-Errantry ;
from thofe who lov’d one Woman fo well, that they ha-
ted all Men and Women elfc; from thofe who would
figlit you, whether you were or were not of their Mind ;
from thofe who demanded the Combat of their Contem-
poraries, both for admiring their Miftrefs ordifeommend-
ing her. 1 cannot therefore but lament, that the terrible
Part of the ancient Fight is preferved, when the amorous
Side of it is forgotten. We have retained the Barbarity,
but loll; the Gallantry of the old Combatants. | could
mnifh, methinks, thpfe Gentlemen had confulted me in
the Promulgation of the Conflift. | was dbliged by a
fair young Maid whom | underftood to be called Eliza-
heth Prejlon, Daughter of the Keeper of the Garden, with,
a Glafs of Water; whom | imagined might have been,
for Form’s Sake, the general Reprefentative of the Lady
fought for, and from her Beauty the proper Amarillis
on thefe Occafions. It would have ran better in the Chal-
lenge, 7 James Miller, Serjeant, >whohave travelled Parts
abroad, and came lafifrom the Frontiers of Portugal, for
the Love of Elizabeth Prefton, do offert, float thefaid Eli-
zabeth is the Faireft of Women. Then the Anfwcer ; 7
Timothy Back, voho havefay'd in Great Britain during
all the hfar in Foreign Parts, for the Sake of Sufanna
Page, do deny that Elizabeth Prefton isftfair as thefaid
Sufanna Page. Let Sufanna Page look on, and | dcfire
of James Miller no Favour.

THIS
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THIS would give the Battle quite another Turn; and
a proper Station for the Ladies, whole Complexion was
difputed by the Sword, would animate the Difputants
with a more gallant Incentive than the Expedition of
Money from the Spedlators j tho’ | wou'd not have that
negledled, but thrown to that Eair One, whole Lover
was approved by the Donor.

Y li T, confidering the Thing wants fuch Amendments,
it \vas carried with great Order. James Miller came on
firll, preceeded by two difabled Drummers, to (hew, |
fuppbfe, that the Profpedt of maimed Bodies did not
in the leaft deter him. There afcended witli the daring
Miller a Gentleman, whole Name | could not learn, with
a dogged Air, as unfatisfied that he was not Principal.
This Son of Anger lowred at the whole Affembly, and
w'eighing himfelfas he march’d around from Side to Side,
with a ftiff Knee and Shoulder, he gave Intimations of
the Purpofe hefmothered till he faw the HTue of this En-
counter.  Miller had a blue Ribbon tied round the Sword
Arm ; which Ornament | conceive to be the Remain of
that Cuftom ofwearing a Millrels’s Favour on fuch Oc-
calions of old.

MILLER is a Man of fix Foot eight Inches
Height, of a kind but bold Afpeft, well-fa(hioned, and
ready ofhis Limbs: ind fuch Readinefs as fpoke Ms Eafe
in them, was obtained from a Habit of Motion in Mili-
tary Excrcife.

T HE Expeftation of the Speftators was now almoll
atits Height, and the Crowd preffing in, fcveral aftivc Per-
fons thought they were placed rather according to their
Fortune than their Merit, and took it in their Heads ta
prefer themfclves from the open Area or Pit, to the
Galleries. This Difpute between Defcrt and Property
brought many to the Ground, and raifed others in pro-
portion to the higheft Seats by I 'urns, for the Space of
ten Minutes, till ‘Limathy Buck calme on, and the whole
AlTembly giving up their Difputes, turned their Eyes upon
the Champions. Then it was that every Man’s Af-
feftion turned to one or the other irrefillibly. A judici-
ous Gentleman near me faid,. | couUmethhiks be Miller’s
Second, but 1 had rather hanit Buckfor mine. Miller had
sn audacious Look, that took the Eyej Buck a perfeft

Compofurc,
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Compofure, that engaged the Judgment. Bud came on
in a plain Coat, and kept all his Air till the Inftant of
Engaging; at which time he undrefs’d to his Shirt, his
Arm adorned with a Bandage of red Ribbon. No one
can deferibe the fudden Concern in the whole Aflcmbly;
the moll tumultuous Crowd in Nature ttasas Hill and
as much engaged, as ifall their Lives depended on the
firft Blow. The Combatants met in tlie middle of the
Stage, and Ihaking Hands as removing all Malice, they
retired with much Grace to the Extremities of it; from
whence they immediately feced about,” and approached
each other. Miller with an Heart full of Refolution, Bud
with a watchful untroubled Countenance; regard-
ing .principally his own Defence, Miller chiefly thought-
ful of annoying his Opponent. It is not eafy to deferibe
the many Efcapes and imperceptible Defences betweea
two Men of quick Eyes and ready Limbs; but Miller'\
Heat laid him open to the Rebuke ofthe calm Bud, by a
Large Cut on the Forehead. Much Effufion of Blood
covered his Eyes in a Moment, and the Huzzas of the
Crowd undoubtedly quiclcened the Anguift. 1 he Aflem-
bly was divided into Parties upon their different ways of
Fighting; while a poor Nymph in one of the Galleries
apparently fuffered for Miller, and burft into a Flood of
T'ears. As foon as his Wound was wrapped up, he came
on again with a little Rage, which Hill difabled him fur-
ther. Butwhat brave Man can be wounded into more
Patience and Caution ? The next was a warm eager On-
fet which ended in a decifive Stroke on the Left Leg of
Miller. The Lady in the Gallery, during this fecond
Strife, covered her Face; and for my part, | could not
keep my Thoughts from being moftly employed on the
Confideration of her unhappy Circumllance that Mo-
ment, hearing the Claih of Swords, and apprehending Life
or Vidlory concerned her Lover in every Blow,but notdar-
ing to fatisfy her felfon whom they fell. The Wound
was expofed to the View of all who could delightin
it, and fewed up on the Stage. The furly Second of
ikffz/rr declared at thisTime, that he would that Day hott-
night fight Mr. Bud at the fame Weapons, declaring him-
ielf the Mailer of the renowned Gorman; but Bud denied
him the Honour of that courageous Difciple, and aflert;]ng

that
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that he himfelf had taught that Champion, accepted the
Challen%e. ] o

T H E R E is fomething in Nature very unaccountable
on Inch Occafions, when we fee the People take a certain
painful Gratification in beholding thefe Encounters. Is ft
Cruelty tliat adminillers this Sort of Delight ? Or is it a
Pleafure which is taken in the Exercife of Pity ? It was
niethought pretty remarkable, thatthe Bulinefsof the Day
being a 'I’rial of Skill, the Popularity did not run fohigh
as one would have expcdled on the Side of Buck. Is it
that People’s Paflions have their Rife in Self-Love, and
thought themfelves (in fpite ofall the Courage they had)
liable to the Fate of Miller, but could not fo eafily think
themfelves qualified like Buck ?

TUL L rfpeaks of this Cullom with lefs Horror than
one would expeft, though he confefles it was much abu-
led in his Time, and feems direftly to approve of it un-
der its firft Regulations, when Criminals only fought
before the People. Crudele Gladialorum fpeilaculum Cf
inhumanum nonnullis njideri folcti  baudfcio anr.on ita
fit ut nuncfit; cum ‘vir'o/antesferro depugnabant, auribus
fartaj/e multa, oculis quidem nulla, poterat ejk fortior con-
tra dolorem tsf mortem difeiplina. “he Shonsis of Gladiators
map be thought barbarous and inhumane, and 1 kncnii not
but it isfo as it is novo praSHfedi but in thofe limes nuhen
only Criminals w re Combatants, the Earperhaps might re-
ceive many better luftruaions, but it is impojfible that any
thing vobich affeSs our Eyes, Jhouldfortify usfo nuell a-
gainfi Pain and Death. T

Auefday”





