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N® 437. ^uefday, July 22.

Tune impane bite facias? Tune hie homines aiolefcentulos, 
Imperitos reruns, edu3os lihere, in frassdem illicis ? 
Soliicitanda iff pollicitando eorum animos ladas ?
Ac meretricios amores nuptiis conglutir.as ? Ter. And.

T H  E other Day pafledby me in her Chariot a Lady 
with that pale and wan Complexion, which we 
fometimes fee in young People, who are fallen in­

to Sorrow, and private Anxiety of Mind, which antedate 
Age and Sicknefs. I t  is not three Years ago, fince Ihe was 
gay, airy, and a little towards Libertine in her Carriage ; 
but, methought, I eafily forgave her that little Infolence, 
which llie fo feverely pays ibr in her prefent Condition. 
Faivilla, of whom I am fpeaking, is married to a fallen 
Fool with W ealth; Her Beauty and Merit are loll upon 
the Dolt, who is infenfible of Perfeftion in any thing. 
Their Hours together are either painful or infipid: 
The Minutes Ihe has to her felf in his Abfence are 
not fufficient to give Vent at her Eyes to the Grief 
and Torment of his laft Converfation. This poor Crea­
ture was facrificed with a Temper, (which under the 
Cultivation of a Man of Senfe, would have made the 
moll agreeable Companion), into the Arms of this loth- 
fome Yoke-fellow by Sempronia. SemproniahsLgooCL La­
dy, who fupports her felf in an affluent Condition, by 
contradling Friendlhip with rich young Widows and 
Maids of plentiful Fortunes at tlieir own Difpofal, and be- 
flowing her Friends upon worthlefs indigent Fellows ; 
on the other Side, Ihe infnares inconfsderate and ralh 
Youths of great Ellates into the Arms of vicious Women. 
For this purpofe, Ihe is acc'dmplillied in all the Arts 
which can make her acceptable at impertinent Vilits ; 
fhe knows all that pafics in every Quarter, and is well 
acquainted with all the favourite Servants, Bufy-bodies, 
Dependants, and poor Relations of all Perfons of Con­
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dition in the whole Town. At the Price of a good Sum of 
Money, Sempronia, by the Inftigation ofFavilla's Mother, 
brought about the h'latch for the Daughter, and the Re­
putation of this, which is apparently, in point of Fortune, 
more than Fa villa could expeft, has gained her the Vifits 
and frequent Attendance of the Crowd of Mothers, who 
liad rather fee their Children miferable in great Wealth, 
than the happieft of the Race of Mankind in a lefs con- 
fpicuous State of Life. When Sempronia is fo well ac­
quainted with a Woman’s Temper and Circumftance,-that 
flie believes Marriage would be acceptable to her, and ad­
vantageous to the Man who fliall get her; her next Step 
is to look out for fomc one, whole Condition has fome 
fecret Wound in it, and wants a Sum, yet, in the Eye of 
the World, not unfuitable to her. I f  fuch is not eafily 
had, Ihe immediately adorns a worthlefs Fellow with 
what Ellate Ihe thinks convenient, and adds as great a 
Share of Good-humour and Sobriety as is requifite: After 
this is fettled, no Importunities, Arts, and Devices are 
omitted to haften the Lady to her Happinefs. In the ge­
neral indeed Are is a Perfon of fo llridl Jullice, that Ihe 
marries a poor Gallant to a rich Wench, and a Money lefs 
Girl to a Man of Fortune. But then flie has no manner 
of Confcience in the Difparity, when fhe has a mind to 
impofe a poor Rogue for one of an Ellate, Ihe has no 
Remorfe in adding to it, tliat he is illiterate, ignorant, 
and unfafliioned ; but malces thofe imperfeflions. Argu­
ments of the Truth of his Wealth, and will, on fuch an 
Occafion, with a very grave Face, charge the People of 
Condition with Negligence in the Education of their 
Children. Exception being made t’other Day againft an 
ignorant Booby of her own Clothing, whom Ihe was 
putting olF for a rich Heir, MaJam, laid Ihe, you ino<ia 
there is no making Children njoho knoisi they have EJlatts. 
attend their Books.

S E M F R O N I A ,  by thefe Arts, is lo.aded with Pre- 
fents, importuned for her Acquaintance, and admired 
by thofe.who do not know the lirll Tafte of Life, as a 
Woman of e.xcmplary Good-breeding. But fure, to mur­
der and to rob are lefs Iniquities, than to raife Profit by 
Abufes, as irreparable as taking away Life ; but more- 
grievous, as making it laftingly unhappy. Torob a Lady
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M Play of half her Fortune, is not fo ill, as giving the 
whole and her felf to an unworthy Husband. But Sem- 
fron 'm can adminifter Confolation to an unhappy Fair at 
Home, by leading her to an agreeable Gallant elfewhere. 
She then can preacli the generd Condition of all the Mar­
ried World, and tell an unexperiened young Woman the 
Methods of foftning her AfHidlion, and laugh at her Sim­
plicity and Want of Knowledge, with an Oh I my Dear, 
you ’will knme better.

T H E  Wickednefs of Sempronia, one would think, 
Ihould be fuperlative; but I  cannot but elleem  ̂ that of 
fome Parents equal to it j I mean fuch as facrifice the 
greateft Endowments and Qualifications to bale Bargains. 
A Parent who forces a Child of a liberal and ingenious 
Spirit into the Arms of a Clown or a Bloclchead, obliges 
her to a Crime too odious for a Name. It is in a Degree 
the unnatural Conjundlion of rational and brutal Beings. 
Yet what is there fo common, as the bellowing an ac- 
complilhed Woman with fuch a Difparity. And I could 
name Crowds who lead miferable Lives, for want o f 
Knowledge in their Parents, of this Maxim, that good 
Senfe and Good-nature always go together. That which 
is attributed to Fools, and called Good-nature, is only an. 
Inability of obferving what is faulty, which turns in Mar­
riage, into a Sufpicion of every thing as fuch, from a 
Confeioufnefs of that Inability.

Mr. S p e c t a t o r ,
‘ T Am intirely of your Opinion with Relation to the. 
‘ Equellrian Females, who aftedl both the Mafeu- 
‘ line and Feminine Air at the fame time ; and cannot. 
‘ forbear making a Prefentment againft anotlier Order o f 
‘ them who grow very numerous and powerful: and 
‘ fmee our Language is not very capable of good com- 
‘ pound Words, I  mull be contented to call them only the 
‘ Naked Shouldered. Thefe Beauties are not contented 
* to make Lovers wherever, they appear, but they mull 
‘ make Rivals at the fame time. Were you to fee Gatty. 
‘ walk the Fark at high Mall, you would expedl thofe 
‘ who followed her and thofe who met her would imme- 
‘ diately draw their Swords for her. I  hope. Sir,, you 
‘ will provide for tlie future, tha t Women may llick ta
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