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N° 439. Thurfday, July 24.

Hi nary at a ftrunt alio: mcnfuraque fiS i
Crefcit; 13 auditis aliquid nonjus adjicit Audlor. O r.

O V I D  defcribes the Palace of Fame as fituated in 
the very Center of the Univerfe, and perforated with 
fo many Windows and Avenues as gave her the 

Sight of every thing that was done in the Heavens, in the 
Earth, and in the Sea. The Strudlure of it was contrived 
in fo admirable a manner, that it echo’d every Word 
which was fpoken in the whole Compafs of Nature; lb 
that the Palace, fays the Poet, was always filled with a 
confufed Hubbub of low dying Sounds, the Voices being 
almoft fpcnt and worn out before they arrived at this Ge­
neral Rendezvous of Speeches and Whifpers.

I confider Courts with the fame Regard to the Govern­
ments which they fuperintend, as Ovid's Palace of Fame 
with regard to the Univerfe. The Eyes of a watchful 
Minifter run through the whole People. There is fcarce 
a Murmur or Complaint that does not reach his Ears. 
They have News-gatherers and Intelligencers diftributed 
into their feveral Walks and Quarters, who bring in their 
refpeftive Quota’s, and make them acquainted with the 
Difcourfe and Converfation of the whole Kingdom or 
Commonwealth where they are employed. The wifeft 
o f Kings, alluding to thefe invifible and unfufpefted 
Spies, who are planted by Kings and Rulers over their 
Fellow-Citizens, as well as to thofe voluntary Informers 
that are buzzing about the Ears of a great Man, and mak­
ing their Court by fuch fecret Methods of Intelligence, 
has given us a very prudent Caution : Cur f t  not the King, 
no not in thy Thought, and Curfe not the Rich in thy Bed­
chamber : For a Bird of the Air Jhall carry the Voice, and 
that nxihich hath Wings Jhall tell the matter.

A S it is abfolutcly neceffary for Rulers to make ufe of 
other Peoples Eyes and Ears, they ihould take particular 
Care to do it in fuch a manner, that it may not bear too

hard
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hard on the Perfon whofe Life and Converfation are in­
quired into. A Man who is capable of fo infamous a Cal­
ling as that of a Spy, is not very much to be relied upon. 
He can have no great Ties of Honour, or Checks of Con- 
fcience, to reftrain him in thofe covert Evidences, where 
the Perfon accufed has ho Opportunity of vin^cating 
himfelf. He will be more indullrious to carry that which 
is grateful, than that which is true. There will be no 
Occafion for him, if he does not hear and fee things worth 
Difeovery; fo that he luturally inflames every Word and 
Circumftance, aggravates what is faulty, perverts what is 
good, and mifreprefents what is indifferent. Nor is it 
to be doubted but that fuch ignominious Wretches let 
their private Paflions into thefe their clandelline Informa­
tions, and often wreck their particular Spite or Malice 
againil the Perfon whom tliey are fet to watch. It is a 
pleafant Scene enough, which an Italian Author deferibes 
between a Spy, and a Cardinal who employ’d him. The 
Cardinal is reprefented as minuting down every thing that 
is told him. 'I'he Spy begins with a low Voice, Such an 
one, the Advocate whifpered to one of his Friends, with­
in my Hearing, tliat your Eminence was a very great 
Poltron; and after having given his Patron Time to take 
it down, adds that another called him a Mercenary Rafcal 
in a Publick Converfation. The Cardinal replies. Very 
well, and bids him go on. The Spy proceeds, and loads 
him with Reports of the fame Nature, till the Cardinal 
rifes in great VVrath, calls him an impudent Scoundrel, 
and kicks him out of the Room.

I T  is obferved of great and heroick Minds, that they 
have not only Ihewn a particular Difregard to thofe un­
merited Reproaches which have bkn  call upon ’em, but 
have been altogether free from that impertinent Curiofity 
of inquiring after them, or the poor Revenge of refent- 
ing them. The Hiftorics of Alexander and Cerfar are full 
of this kind of Inftances. Vulgar Souls are of a quite 
contrary Charafter. Dionyjius, the T  yrant of Sicily, had a 
Bungeon which was a very curious Piece of Architedlure; 
and of which, as I am informed, there are Hill to be 
feen fome Remains in that Ifland. I t  was called Diony- 

ftus'% Ear, and built with feveral little Windings and La­
byrinths in the form of a real Ear. The Strufture of it

I made
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made it a kind of whifpering Place, but fuch a one as ga­
thered the Voice of him who fpokc into a Funnel, which 
was placed at the very Top of it. I 'h e  Tyrant ufed to 
lodge all his State-Criminals, orthofe whom he fuppofed 
to be engaged together in any Evil Dcfigns upon him, in 
this Dungeon. He had at die fame time an Apartment 
over it, where lie ufed to apply himfelf to the Funnel, and 
by that means overhear every thing that was whifpered 
in the Dungeon. I believe .one may venture to affirm, 
that a Ctefar or an Alexander would have rather died by 
the Treaibn, than have ufed fuch diiingenuous Means 
for the detefting it.

A Man, who in ordinary Life is very inquifitive after 
every thing which is fpoken ill of him, paffes his Time 
but very indifferently. He is wounded by every Arrow 
that is Ihot at him, and puts -it in the Power of every In- 
fignificant Enemy to difquiet him. Nay, he will fuffer 
from what has been faid of him, when it is forgotten 
by thofc who faid or heard it. For this Reafon I could 
never bear one of thofe officious Friends, that would be 
telling every malicious Report, every idle Cenfure that 
palTed upon me. The Tongue of Man is fo petulant, 
and his Thoughts fo variable, that one fhould not lay too 
great a Strefs upon any prefent Speeches and Opinions. 
Praife and Obloquy proceed very frequently out of the 
fame Mouth upon the fame Perfon, and upon the fame 
Occafion. A generous Enemy will fometimes bellow 
Commendations, as the dearefi: Friend cannot fometimes 
refrain from fpeaking 111. The Man who is indifferent 
in cither of thefe Refpedls, gives his Opinion at random, 
and praifes or difapproves as he finds himfelf in Humour.

I  ftiall conclude this Effay with Part of a Charadler, 
which is finely drawn by the Earl of Clarendon  ̂in the 
firlt Book of his Hillory, and which gives us the lively 
Pidlure of a great Man teizing liimfeif witli an abfurd 
Curiofity.

‘ H E had not that Application and Submiffion, and 
‘ Reverence for. the Queen, as might have been cxpedled 
‘ from his Wifdom and Breeding; and often crofled her 
‘ Pretences and Defires with more Rudenefs than was 
‘ natural to him. Yet he was impertinently folicitous to 
‘ know w h at her Majelly faid of liim in private, and

‘ what
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