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direfts Contingencies, and has in his Hands the Manage-
ment of every Thing that is capable of annoying or of-
fending us ; who knows the Aflillancc we Hand in need
of, and is always ready to bellow it on thofe who ask it
of him.

THE natural Homage, which fuch a Creature bears
to fo infinitely Wife and Good a Being, is a firm Reliance
on him for the Blefiings and Conveniencies of Life, and
an habitual Trull in him for Deliverance out of all fuch
Dangers and Difficulties as may befal us.

THE Man, who always lives in this Difpofition of
Mind, has not the fame dark and melancholy Views of
Human Nature, as he who confiders himfelf abllradledly
from this Relation to the Supreme Being. At the fame
time that he refledls upon his own Weaknefs and Jmper-
feaion, he comforts himfelf with the Contemplation of
thofe Divine Attributes, which are employed for his Safe-
ty and his Welfare. He finds his want of Forefight made
lip by the Omnifcience of him who is his Support.
He is not fenfible of his own want of Strength, when
he knows that his Helper is Almighty. In lhort, the Per-
fon who hasa firm Trull on the Supreme Being is Pow-
erful in his Power, Wife by his Wifdom, Happy by
his Happinefs. He reaps the Benefit ofevery Divine At-
tribute, and lofes his own Infufficiency in the Fulnefs of
infinite Perfeftion.

O make our Lives more eafy to us, we are com-
manded to put our Trull in him, who is thus able to re-
lieve and fuccour us } the Divine Goodnefs having made,
fuch a Reliance a Duty, notwithllanding we Ihould have
been miferable had it been forbidden us.

AMONG feveral Motives, which might be made
ufe of to recommend this Duty to us, | lliall only take
notice of thofe that follow.

THE firil andllrongell is, that we arepromifed, He
will not fail thofe who put their Trull in him.

B U T without confidering the Supernatural Blcffing
which accompanies this Duty, we may obferve that it has
a natural Tendency to its own Reward, or in otlier
Words, that this firm Trull and Confidence in the great
Difpofer ofall Things, contributes very much to the get-
tini> clear of any Afflidlion, or to the bearing it fmﬁn-

ully.



N®44i* SPECTaTOR. 173

fully. A Perfon who believes he has his Succour at hand ;
and that he aas in the fight of his Friend, often exerts
himfelf beyond his Abilities, and does Wonders that are
not to be matched by one who is not animated with fuch
a Confidence of Succefs. | could produce Inilances from
Hiftory, of Generals, who out of a Belief that they were
under the Proteftion of fome invifible Affillant, did not
only encourage their Soldiers to do their utmoll, but
have afted themfelves beyond what they would have
done, had they not been infpired by fuch a Belief. |
inight in the fame manner lhew how fuch a Truft in the
Affittance of an Almighty Being, naturally produces Pa-
tience, Flope, Chearfulnefs, and all other Difpofitions
of Mind that alleviate thofe Calamities which we are not
able to remove.

T H E Praftice of this Virtue adminillcrs great Com-
fort to the Mind of Man in Times of Poverty and 4 fH(5li-
on, but moft of all in the Hour of Death. When the Soul
is hovering in the laft Moments of its Separation, when it
IS juftentring on another State of Exillence, to converfe
«avich Scenes, and Objefls, and Companions that are al-
together new, what can fupport her under fuch IVem-
bhngs of Thought, fuch Fear, fuch Anxiety, fuch Appre-
henhons, but the calling of all her Cares upon him who
firll gave her Being, who has conduded her through one
Stage of it, and will be always with her to Gu.”e and
Comfort her in herProgrefs through Eternity?

DA FID has very beautifully reprefented this Heady-
Reliance on God Almighty in his twenty third Pfalni
which is a kind of Pajioral Hymn, and filled with thofe
Allufions which are ufual in that kind of Writino-.
the Poetry is very cxquifite, | Ihall prefent my Reader
witli tlic following Tranllation of it.

I
The Lord my PajlureJhallprepare.
Andfeed me nvith a Shepherd's Care ;
His PrefenceJhall sny IFants fupply.
Andguard mennith a nxiatchful Eye ;
My Noon-day Walks hefrail attend.
And all my Mid night Hours defends
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